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Could a Supreme Court ruling
re-segregate college campuses?

was serving on the University of Michigan's

board of regents in 1997 when the Center for

Individual Righta brought the now-famous law-
suits ngninst our affirmative action admissions
systeni.

In esacnee, the system gives extra polnts to
applicents who are minorities ... or who live in the
Upper Peninsuln, or whose parenta are U-M
alumi, or who have avercome things lke plgni.
cal handicaps, ar who possess apeclal skills like
running with footballs, or cte,

"The legal binais for the policy s the Supreme
Court's 1978 Dakke decision, (n which the court
held (narrowly) that univeralties could take race,
among other fuctors, into con-
sideration when mnking admis-
siuns decisiuna, Since then,
nearly all elite universities in the

Wiih a subject as complicated and as
emotionally charged as this one, it's
frmportant to sort out the sense from the
nonsense. Based en my experience as a
regent, this cokumn tries to do just that.

and that, In any case, wasigning 20 admlsslon
potnta (or 12,5 pereent) 1o race is just too much,

And I must coniess there Is something {ntrinsleal-
ly ol{cm‘x\'c about a system that acbitrarily awards

country have, by one meuns or
anothier, skewed their proce-
dures to help mlnoritics gain
admlsslon,

"The case will go to the
Supreme Court this spring. The
Bush admini: st week

polnts just because of race, Clcn;:r.
however, many very able minority students grad-
unte from crummy high schools, so it only scems

(air to find 3 method to avoid penalizing them for

an unfalr K-12 school system.

So what about formulna? Most elite universitics

King's voice would be loud
today for peace and equity

time to reflect on the life and ideals of
the civil rights lender and the history
that thrust him into the spotlight.

Thls year's hollday comes at an wdd conver-
gence of events that draw on King's history
and spenk ta the never-cnding conflict of
ideas in which King was so brilliantly
engaged,

On Satneday, thousandy of concerned citl-
zens rallied to protest the
Bush administration’s
threats of armed conflict in
Irag. Many of these protest-
crs believe passionately that
any war {s wrong and
unnecessary, Others belleve
that the motives (or this war

Mondny was Martin Luther King Jr. Day, a

agalnst Saddam Hussein
and the people of Irnq are
Hugh  guestionable, driven more
1 Gallagher by personal revenge and oil

give ruee sotne factor when making

submitted a bricf opposing affir-
mative action, With a subject oy
complicated and as emotionally
chinrged as this one, hg important to sort oul the
senac from the Based on my exp

ns a regent, this column tries to do just that.

‘The firat {ssuc is quolas. President Bush's
speech Inst week condemning the U-Ms policy
used the word *quota” three times and the plirase
“numcrical targets™ once. But neither the univer-
sity' lnw echiool or undergradunte admissions sys-
tem work by :mlir'\:ln A “maxlmum number, as of
people, that niny mitted to ... an instltution”
- the dlctlonary definition of “quota”

As U-M President Mary Sue Coleman pointed
out, It ls unfortunate that the President misun-
derstands how our admissions procesa works,”

lons, but they have avolded lawsuits because

they datr't set out expliclt numerical formulas and

use imaginative ways to disgulse what they're
really doing. At the U-M, wherca mlall\'e{y small
admisslons staff annuntly has to process some-
thing like 25,000 applications for 5,000 places,
using point scotes and formulas seems to me a
practical but unfortunate expedient.

Does affirmative actlon admissiona really
make a difference? In my view, yes and no. The
U-M certainly hus been more suceessful in
achleving a diverse student body than most
other clite schools; undergraduates are now 8
pereent black and nearly 5 percent Hispanie

and the law schoal Is nearly 7 percent black and

4 pereent Hispanic, But even a quick watk

around the Ann Arbor campus suggests that a

kind of student sclf-segregution is taking place;
Y 1

nck stud tend to with black stu-

President Coleman was belug, well, dipf
President Bush (or hls 5pcv:ck writers and
lawyers) understands perfectly well how the U-
M's systesn works; but bie also understands (even
better) Just how unpopular the word "quota” is
across the political spectrum, At best, the presi-
dent’s comments nre disingenuous; nt worst, they
are inaceurate and inflammatory.

The sccond Issue bs race and ncademics. The U-
M's system for undergmduate adinissjons uses o
maximum of 150 polnts in weighlng spplicants, A
totn! of 110 polnts are possible for purcely academ-
le factors such as high schoo! grades and overall
academie strength and lired test scores,

denty, for example.

1 belleve most people agree the basic objective
of achieving a diverse student body bs absolutely
tght. The issuc is how best ta do it. Plainly, uffir-

mntive action-based admlaslons plans do it, but at

a cost, Those states that usc President Bush's pre-
ferred method, admitting the top 10 percent of
high school graduntes willy-nilly, appear to hove
had less empirical success,

At the end of the day, I fear that if the Supremie
Court thruws out aflfimative action in admils-
sions, the inevitable result will be the tragic re-

Black, Hispanlc or American Indinn minorities
arc awarded an extra 20 poins, the same that can
be given to a low-income student, but applleants
eannat get points for both,

Critics of aflirmative action arguc that any
favoritish biséd solely on race s morally wrong

of college al) across the
country.

Phil Power I the chalsman of the board of {he company that
owns {hiy newspaper. He would be pleased to get your reac-
tions to this column either at (734) 953-2047 or at
ppower@homecamm.net. L

profits than by the best
interests of the United States or the Middle

ast.
Toward the end of hls life, King was out-
spoken in his opposition to the war In

tion. The university also awards one to four
points for being related to an alumnus,

This was too much for George W. Bush and
hls conservative supporters. Bush favors a
system similar 16 that in Texas which awards
scholarships 1o all stadents who finlah in the
top tanks of their high schools, Critics say this
system merely reinforces regregation by mak-
Eng it more attractive fur good minority stu-
dents to stay in Jess competitive segregated
schools,

This Is especiully a problem here in
Michi; which has derably more seg-
regated schools than Louisiana or Mississippi
nccording to a recent Harvard University
study. We dun't need a program that rein-
forces scgregation,

We do need a program that emphasizes
fairness, opportunity and diversity, Will some
academically talented white students be beat-
en out for a position by an academically tal-
ented black student with slightly lower GPA
or test soores? Possibly, But they might also
be edged out by the son or drugltter of an
alumnus, & graduate of a private prep school,
a student from & rural area or a basketball
Eh\yer. Doesn't the state and the university

Vietnam. King argued that the r
that were used to burn through the jungles
of Vietnam could be better spent on hous-
ing. food and education for thoze who
struggled to survive In this country and in
destitute places all over the world. He was
also coneernied that n dispropartionate
number of African-American young men
were being nsked to make the sacrifice
(which is still true today).

King would probably bave been at the
protest in Wn.q]lln;:!ml Saturday lending his
clogquent voice of caution and admonition.

Last week, the Bush administration filed a
brief: {ng the University of Michigan’s
affirmative action programs in two cases
before the Unlted States Supreme Court.
Bush, of course, said he wis nll for diversity
and fairness but thut U-M's program vas s

ave an obl to nddress the broader
needs of society?

1 think Dr. King would probably be
lamenting that a United States president
would make such disingenuous arguments
against the U-M admission policy while
offering nothing of real substance as an
alternative, .

Last week we lost one of our awn ot The
QObserver. Our Canton Observer editor, Tedd
Schineider, died following a battle with cancer.

d was a compasslopate consenative
before the president gave it a name. He
argured his positions congently and was an
impartant volce in editorial deliberations. As
Canton editor, he argued yoar after year that
Canton needed to do more to recognize
Martin Luther King Day. He argued that it
should be a holiday for township workers and

quota system” that Is "racinlly discrim}

When evaluating stud, for admissi
to its undergmdunte schoo), U-M has a 150
point system, The weight of these points,
110, are for ncademics, 8O for grade point
average. [t also gives points for high test
scorss, attending challenging high rchools
and taking a more demanding prep school
curriculum. In an offort to create more
diversity on campus and to right past
wrungs, the university awnrds up to 20
pointa for having an econamically disadvan-
taged backg d, being an und

that the hip should have special pro-
grams on race relations. R

King D2y has been recognized as a holiday
for the last two years in Cunton. This year,
township employces attended three training
sesslona on diversity. .

Tedd would be proud that Canton has
stepped up and taken his views serdously, He
understood how important it was to make the
American Dream a réility for everyone.

Hugh Gatagher is the managing editor of Tha Obscsver

sented minority or attending a high school
serving a predominantly minority popula-

can ba reached by phone at (F34) 953-
2149, by e-mail 2t hgatlagher@oe homecomm.net o by
fax al (7134) S91-7279.
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