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CORRESPONDENT

- A memorial fund has been
established in the names of
Carlo, Sabrina and Melissit
Pesce, the three children who,
along with their father, Livonia
jewelry store owner Marco
Pesce, and geandmather Marin
Vergati, were mundered in their
Livonia home during a rabbery
in late Pecember,

At a Tuesday press confer-
énce at Beauniont Hospital in
Royal Oak, Fabrizio Pesce, the
brother of Marco, spoke about
the “Light of Life” Memorial

Fund, which will benefit Italian *

infants with retinal disorders.

Pesce was joined by
Beaumont ophthalmologists
Dr. Michae) Trese and Dr.
Antonio Capone. Also present
at the news conference were
Tiresa Nascimbeni, president
of the Nationnl Association of
Italinn Immigrant Familics and
Philippe and Lorena Bernet,
whose infant son Nathan had
tetinal surgery the previous day
at Beaumont Hospital.
Nascimbeni arranged the
Bernet's visit,

‘The memaorial fund will allow
[talian children to come to
Beaumoant for treatment - thus
earrying on the charitable work
of Marco Fesce.

. “I'want to thank Beaumont
giﬂspiﬂd for allowing us to be

cre today and T want to thank
éveryone in the community for
their tremendaus support,” sald
Pesce. “This has been atremen-
dous c(pnnr‘ntc for me (to con-
(inue Mario's work). And it has
been the greatest Christmas
prtscn!

*I hope that something good
comes out of this tragedy. This
moncy will be allocated for
samething good.

“My brother was involved in
many charitable causes and this
{retlnal surgery) was n cause 1
chose to get involved in because
ofthe work thnt Teresa has
beea dolng”

BEAUMONT DOCTORS

o ‘Tyese, wha speclalizes in
(rL.’\lmg cye discases affecting
prematurcly boru babics and
young children, visited Italy
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help fund for retinal surgery
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Presenting the “Light of Life Memortal Fund™ pragram were (from feft) 0. Antonio Capone, Besumont cphthaimologist: 1. Michae! Trese, Beaumont ophthalmolagist; Fabrizio Pesce; and Teresa
Nascimbenl, of the Hational Assoclation of Halian Immigrant Families.

along with Dr. Capone where
they were able to select some
infants who required retinal
surgery nt Beaumont. Trese
founded the Association for
Retinopathy of Prematurity
and Related Discases in
(ROPARD) in 1990. The asso-
cintion is dedicated to climinat-
ing problems of low vision und
blindness in children eaused by
premature bisth and retinal
discase by raising moncy for
clinically relevant tescarch
projects.

“We have established a pedl-
atric retinal service at
Beaumont that Is secend to
none; added Trese. "And I have
had the good fartunc of work-
ing with Teresa for a decade
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now. I have had the opportuni-
ty to sec many babies from
Italy. The doctors in Italy have
greatly supported the kind of
care that we would like to sec
everywhere.
*The fund will allow Dr.
Capone and I to train some
doctors to go back to Italy to do
the sune cl'thinptfym we
are dolng cm

Trese also had hlgh praise for

born babies and young chil-
dren. He has lectured exten-
sively throughout the U.S. and
the world and is recognized as
adender in the areas of pedi-
atrie retinal surgery, submac-
ular surgery, macular degener-
ation, pmlnrcrnhvc vitreo-
rcllriapx nnd diabetic
retinopal

“One ufthc more cormmon
K:’oh]cm- of children who are

1y is that sear

the work of Ms,
~Teresn basieally adopts all of
the children who come from
Italy, As a humanitarian, it
would be hard to find anyone
nicer”

Dr. Capone also specializes
in the treatment of eye dis-
cuses nitecting prematurely

tissue grows in the eye and its

scarring winds updrlnthlng

the retina,” added Cay

“What we typlcally wﬂl dn isto

enter thie eye with small inci-

sluns lessthana mllhmehr
de-and remove the scar Us-

suc to do whitever poseible to
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allow the retina to reattach
itself”

GIVES THANRS

Nascimbeni, referred to
affectionntely as “Mother
‘Teresa® by Fabrizio Pesce, also
thanked Beavmant Haspital for
its work with Italirn Infants.

“{ want ta thank Dr. Trese
and Dr. Capone nat only for
what they are doing here, but
for the time and expense of
coming with me to ltaly where
we were able to visit many chil-
dren; she sald. “From that

xrerlcnu: they were able to
cl children'to bring over

he
"li is Iuiiwr(nnl that out chll-
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dren be treated and that they
feel secure - so that (children
and fuml) ) know everything
will be OK,

Trese added a special recog-
nitlon to Fabrizio Pesce, in light
of the recent extraordinary
events, *I'd like to thank Mr.
Pesce and his family for even
having the strength ta think
about anyone else in this time
of teagedy”

‘The fund s taking donations
in memory of the Pesce chil-
dren nt: Light of Life Memorinl
Fund, 35002 Schoolernft Rowd,
Livonlr, M1 48150-1217. For
morte hformation on
Beaumont Hospital programs
vislt
www.beanmonthespitals.com.
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