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Rainbow Recognition Award winners gather for a photo after the Thursday morning awards breaxfast,
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Zurvalee chairs the MCMR's
Education and Training sub-
committee, which is partof a
community-wide effort to cre-
ate a new strategic plan for the
organization. She has co-
chaired a mini-conference on
religions ta kick off the coun-
cil's Heritage Week and

chaired a two-day conference

for the community entitled,

“Many Faces, One Future,

in which 400 people partici-
ated,

"Anyone who knows Sue is
familiar with how seriousty she
takes her role on the
Mudlticultwera) Multiracial
Community Council,” Hall
said.

“She has given generously
not only of hee professional
time, but of her personal

time.”

Zurvalee said she was “truly
and deeply honored” to be rec-
ognized for something she
cares decply about. .

Keynote speaker for the
cvent, Detroit Free Press pub-
lisher Heath Meriwether,
shared examples from a recent
trip to Isracl and the West
Rank that showed how Jewish
and Arab citizens work an a
daily basis to deal with the
affects of the war that divides

their peoples,

*If we work side by side, if
we Jook each other in the eye,”
he said, “things will change day

by day.

Meriwether also shared “best
practices” the Free Press uses
in both its workplace and news
coverage, which included
auditing the content of the
newspaper, holding diversity
training sessions that cover
nge, sexual orientation and
even politics.
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affect programs this year.

But we'll definitely be Jooking
at cost containment in the
future”

Leach said she hod anticipat-
cd cuts in the 2003-0+ budget,
but Gov. Jennifer Granholm's
executive order slashing §49
per pupil came rs o surprise.
Granholm's administration
faced a $130 million
shortfall in the state’s Schoot
Ald Fund.

The anticipnted budget
crunch has Cl ville offi-

“Thank goodness we do have
some fund cquity” Leach
said.

Clarenceville's business and
support services director Dave
Bergeron said that balance Is
high right now, at $2.2
million.

*Historically, for our district,
I've been here six or seven years
and this is the highest it's ever
been,” he snid.

“Over the lnst couple of years
we've been able to add to it
hecause of retirements and a lot
of things have happened ... in
school funding that have been
positive for us”

cials starting their 2003
04 budget process a couple
of months earlier than
normal,

peaking strictly as the dis-
triet’s financial gurs, Bergeron
safd, he likes to see ns much as
possible diverted into what
amounts to a kind of “rainy dny

fund.” But the district is cur-
rently wrestling with the idea of
how much a percentage of its
budget should be saved.

Auditors at Plante Moran
have said 10 percent is atarget
fur most school districts,
Bergeron said,

“It altows you to wenther
uncertaintics,” he said. “1f we
had $200,000 tight now, we'd
be lorking at a different pic-
ture”

‘That kind of fund equity also
puts Farmington in a better
position than other Michigan
school districts that are already
an the cusp of serlous financinl
problems.

At $13 million, Farmington's
fund balance is at the “upper
range, Maxficld said.

“The bonrd's been zeatous

und approprintely designed.
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{HHS), North Farmington (NF11S) High Sehool and nt the Onkland Technical Center Soutl
istrict 2t shuttle hus tranaporta studenta from their high schoal to
nnother building. No claas time is lost.

Thene pragrama are desipned to prepare youth for a broad range of employment nud continuing
education opportunities. They nre offered under the guidance of certified instructors, counaclors and
cooperative education coordinaturs. The curticulum is technically up to dnte, the equipment ia
repreaentative of the “ntule of the art” in bunineas and industry and the labarntorien nre of eptimum size

C-SW.
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Prerequitites fur the above coursea mas differ depending on course offenngs ot each building

QARLAND TECHINICAL
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Computer Maintrnnner & Networking
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Yith & 12th Grade Only
11th & 12th Grade Only
11th & 12th Geade Unly
1115 & 12th Grade Only
111 & 12th Grade Only
11th & 12th Grade Only
11th & 12th Grade Only
11th & 12th Grade Only
11th & 12th Grade Only
111h & 12th Grade Only
11th & 12th Grade Only
11th & 12th Grade Only
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contact Terry Klenczar, Directar, Apphed Trchnology & Career Development, 30415 Shiawassee,
Farmington i1ills (489-3360). Inquiries concerning equal opportunitics on the basia of rex ahould be
drected to Susan Zurvalee, Title IX Coordinator, 32500 Shinwaseer, Farmington (469-3356). Questiona
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about that as we balance the
budget”

‘While he has often heard the
question, “Why don't you use
the fund balance?” in response
to strained budgets in previous
years, Maxfield said officinls
have tried to avold using one-
time funds to pay for ongoing.
operating costs.

“1 think we're In pretty darn
good shape in that regard,”
he said, “but it's still a hit. We
hnd a positive swing this fall,
so we're a little better cush-
joned.”

Maxfield teferred to o $1 mil-
lion reduction in health insur-
ance costs that resulted from
self-funding and delays in eap-
tinl projects.
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business tax breaks during that
September meeting.
Council bers later apolo-

nothing is finalized,” he said.
However, a Northville official
said the township board of
trustees did approve an eight-
year, 50-percent tax abatement
on personal property and any
jon to the building.

gized for their behavior, saying
3 nal

Thelma Kubitskey, assistunt
hi and finance

Akzbono was
target of their anger at the state
for continually dipping into the
city's tax base.

Joe St. Henry, spokesman for
the company, said Friday
Akehono officials are keeping
options open, including
expanding in Farmington Hills
— for now,

“We're in the middle of nego-
tiations with the seller (of the
building in Northville) and

diructor.‘ said Akebono told
Northville officials the compa-
ny is ranning out of room in
Farmington Hills and "they
didn't sound like they had a
chance to expand there”

She said the company has not
officially announced whether it
will move its operations to
Northville,
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toward the veterinary hill.

However, many cats don't
come that raute.

The rescue specializes in
purebred eats, but Klein is not
one to turn down an animal in
need.

“We just took in n little cat we
named Chilly,” Klein said. “She
was hanging around this lady's
house. She's a muted ealico who

is spayed and declawed”

The veterinary bill for Chilly
will climb even higher because
Carron discovered three broken
teeth, which will need to be
removed. "She was cither gnaw-
ing on something in the cold or
she was kicked,” Klein said.

Ella, a 5-year-old Persian, is
also available for adoption. She
was found running around a
trailer park, Klein said. .

Call the rescue at (248) 442¢
0259 for more information.
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spot. It focused on a number of
criteria, including quality of
teaching staff which Jones

said is maintnined by staff
development, infusion of
technology, small geoup
instruction and parent invelve-
ment.

“We're all a team, all of the
staff and the parents,” Junes
sald,

"We feel we hnve a highly
invalved parent comenunity”

The school continually scts
its sights high, she said.

“I set the highest of expeeta-
tions and aim high,” Jones said.

Furmington Schools
Superintendent Bob Maxficld
expressed pride in Wooddale's
accomplishments,

:l'hcy have outstanding

jhubredZoe [ (238 4775450

Freestone
Nectarines

hip, a can-do stafTand a

really supportive parent com-
munity.”

Jan Colliton, assistant super-
intendent for instruction, said
she was thrilled,

*“They ase getting significant
recognition that is totally
deserved,” Colliton said. “They
have a wonderfully collaborative
learning community”

The state award also recog-
nizes parent involvement and
student achievement, she said,

Woodale joins other district
schools which received the
award.

They are: Farmington High
School, Highmecadow Common
Campus, Hillside Elementary,
Kenbrook Elementary and
North Farmington High
School.

Highmendow, Hillside and
Nerth Farmington High have
also reccived the National Blue
Rihbon award.
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Follow your favorite high schaol sports team
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