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able to fit into their already
tight schedules,” Colliton said.

“The Farmington Public
School Board will hear an
update at its 7:30 p.n. May
meeting at the school adminis-
tration building on
Shiawiussee,

‘The sentor project is a con-
eept not familiar to the com-
ity, Colliton said.

Only a fiw Michigm school
districts huve senfor project
requirenents that are called
“graduation by exhibition.” 1t’s
a belief that students should
demonstrate ski'ls and knowl-
edge gained luring high
school. The process is lengthy
s severad months,
with a senior proj-
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answer sheets were for Crystal
Lake; said Barb Church, exeen-
tive director for curviculum and
instruction. “We had to make
arrangements to ship it to them.

Botstord Elementary had to
wait for someone to open its bax.
"Botsford’s was in Benzie
County,” Church said, "Botsford’s
arrived Tuesday. We Gnally have
everything. All schools got the
materials [ater than planned. We
planawd to start Monday”

The problem stems from a
decision last year by the office of
educational assessment ta print
stug answer {olders in a new
pre-identifiable system in order
to get a quicker turnaround for
return of the materials, said
Terry Stanton. a media
spakesman fur the Michigan
Department of Treasury.

The old computer readable
sheets led to many errors that
required substantial effort to cor-
rect in the reporting process.

Under the ald system, stu-
dents “bubbled in® their identifi-
cation information by filling in
the circles provided. “There was
a fairly high error rate.” Stanton
said.

Eis department natified
schools late last week of possibly
delnys and told them they could
request a one-week extension.

The original three-week win-
dow was from Jan. 20 to Feb. 14,
At the school's request, the dead-
line could be extended to Feb. 21,
Stanton said,

1n the Botsfurd Elementary
cnse, Stanton acknowledged
there may have been a problem
withs shipping.

“All of our shipments are out”
Stanton said. "Schools were
encyuraged to contact s last
week and reguest an extension.
Schools have been pretty willing
to work through the situation.
The first time you try something,
there muy be a bump in the
road”

"The vendors who preprint the
materinls have a multi-year con-
tract, Stanton said.

Inthe Farmington Public
Schoo! District, Kris Gekiere, an
administrator in the school
improvement and accreditation
affice, sald some testing materi-
nla came in four shipments.
~This hnsn't happened inthe
past,” Gekiere said,

Some answer folders were in
duplicate and some answer fold-
ers were ton, she said.

Warner Middlc Sehoal, loeat-
dd 0t 30303 W. 14 Mile in
Farmington Hilis, started testing
Wednesday, she said.

MEAP coonlinaturs are speak-
ingout,

“This adds one more stress to
our nlready stressful situation,”
Church said. "The state of
Michignn has had to mnke
changes beeause of the Ne Child
Left Behind' legislation. 1tsa
tight timeline, The people in the
MEAD office — people in charge
Wl MEAY — are trying hard to
make this work.”

The new nandate in the feder-
ol “No Chill Left Behind™ pro-
gram ealls fur 95 pereent or
more student participution,
Gekivre added. “State accreditas
tion depends on that figure”

Makeup tests are possible.
Some students are out with the
fl, she said.

MEAD coondinators in differ-
et school districts are also in
contact with each other, conipar-
ing notes and making sure they
Dave the same undesstanding of
instructions, Chureh said.

Overall, Church said she is
more coneemed with the wse of
the test results.

“I'm alamad ot this bigh
stakes testing” Church said.
“One test inone day does ot tell
you what s guing an, You can't
classify n sehool with one test on
one day”
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ect include Avondale, Saginaw
and some districts in the wes
ern part of the state, Colliton

said,

Henry Ford Academy
Charter School in Dearbore
won i 2001 Real World
Connections awar for its sen-
ior project, suid Barbara
Cherem, director of evaluation
assessment and special pmj-
cete.

“There' a lot more places
which have theny under ditter
ent numes.”

The nenior pl'u&n'rl Rivvs su-
dents insight and experience
with poasihle career chnices
and pathway. [t develops
goal-setting, time-manage-
ment skills and student eon
denee and adds potential lead-

ership opportunities.

Some Fanmington district
purents huve opposed the idea
of a mandated graduation
requirement from the start
because they believe it adds to
a student’s already busy sched-
ule with school and outside

unlike more simple projects
during the aenjor year, can
extend and deepen the conmnee-
tinn hetween the school and
cotmmnnity, promate student
rexponsibility and accountabil-
ity und add meaning, rigor and
purpose o the esd of the sen-
o8 year,
Some eritics changs that ven-
iors often “Blow off ™ their fast
year. Supporters say a senfor

project, which expands a stu-
dent’s interest in a subject and
includes research and inter-
views with prople in the stu-
dent’s chosen field of study,
prepares students for coltege
and/or work.

Students give a presentation
before a school/community
panel of judges held near the
end of the year, but early
enough to redo work, if neves.

sary.

Colliton suggests that jun-
1ory who want this elective
next year should contact their
counselors now.

“While the elective is going
on, the conese will be evaluat.
ed.” Colliton said. "It allows us
to watch what happens budg-
et-wive. It puts it o and

allows us to look at it on all
these issues. 1t's cither going to
prove its worth or it’s not”

Therey no extra e
do the eleetive,

Though it is expected o be
offiered only as an elective now,
Calliton isa't willing to dis-
count it ever bevoming more in
the future.

This i the second stage in
the process. The decision of
whether or not it becomes a
graduation nequirement for
every student has an indefinite
tmeline for now. The date of
that decision husn't been
made.

Though the community may
have concerns, Colliton
believes the district can never
get into a situation where it

isn't allowed to ook at what
potential opportunitiez are out
there for students, “We have
the rexponsibility of lovkiag at
viable options tor our kids und
1 would never wunt to totally
shut this down.”

“The Farmingtoa Sckool
Board approved some changes
in graduation requirements
lusy year.

“There are two scts of gradua-
tion requirements for stadent
graduates through the cluss of
2005 and fos the cluvs of 2006
and beyond, The senior project
requirenient isn't listed in
cither.

“To obtain a list, eall Colliton
at {248) 489-3027.
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