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Shamrocks repeat as Observerland wrestling champmns

Y BRAO EMORS
STAFF WRITER

Redford-Detroit Catholic
Central's wrestling team is like
4 good set of radial tires,

And it appears conch Mike
Rodriguez is going to get a lot
of. m.gcng': out of this year's

squad.

‘The Shamrocks, who appear
built to last, repeated Saturday
as Observerland Invitational
champions in the 16-school
meet held at Livonia Churchill
High School

CC, zeoring a team-high
228.5 pointa, placed in 11 of 14
weight clatses and-won five of
six individual finals. The
Shamrocks captured their sixth
title since the tournament
began in 1992,

Last year's runner-up,
Westland John Glenn, ﬁmshed

a strong second with 204.
Rounding out the top five was
Livonia Stevenson (168),
Churchill (142) and Plymouth
Salem (138). The tournaments
mm]lest schml Lmhcrm High

d, carned an i

wins by Matt Steintragee (112),
Mate Rodriguez (140), Trevor
Stewart (160) and Pat Clark
(273).

“I'm very pleased with my
103-pound freshman,”
Rodriguez said. “He just fliex.
The others, | expected it
becatuse of their talent™

Nate Rodriguez, one of
Mike's 13 grandchil 2

year ago, 6-5, for the 130
erown. And Fairchild took a 6
4 decision at 189 when he
handed Lutheran Westland's
Neal Kemp his first loss of the
Seuson.

“We're getting at boune-
ing back,” «aid Glenn coach Bill
Polk suid. “The reison we're
doing as well is that we've

cap-
tured his third Observuland
title in four years, He defeated
Glenn's Enrique Garcia in the
final, 11-7.

“This meet is important
because how you do here is how
you'll do at districts” said Nate,
1 senior co-captain along with
heavyweight champion Clark.

Nate may have been 4-for-4
at Observerland had it not been
for a broken hand his sepho-
more year.

“They say a father loves his
son, but ngrnndl"\lhcrjmt
adores his grandchildren,” Mike
said, "It's a biessing to coach
him.

Nate's dad is also an assistant
co:u:h Hu in nlonglinc of

sixth with 122.5. See complere
statistical summary.

The Shamrocks, ranked
fourth in Division I, rolled in
with & 13-3 dual meet record
-and a runner-up finish Jan. 11
to No. 1 Davison in its own CC
Invitational.

“Ourendurance is starting to
show, they're coming.”
Rodriguez 2ald. “But it's not as
easy to win this tournament
because of the talent in this
ares. It's was a battle and it's
maore competitive than ever.

to grace the mats
for CC.

*It's an experience,” he xaid.
*There's no pressure, but you
know the family is always
around.”

Glenn rebonnded from
Thursday’s 36-33 Western
Lakes crossover defeat to
Walled Lake Western by win-
ning three individual titles —
Tim Mulroy (130), Rece Cox
(135) and Jake Fairchild (189).

The much travelled Mulroy,
who began his career at CC
before transferring last year to

Even lschool like Luthcmn Fiat Rock, became elipible sec-
d is now comp ond for Glenn.

It's an awesome tourney. He won a hotly contested
“You're going to see a lot of match against Wayne

these kids at the Palace (for the  Memorial's Tim Hamumer, 9-7,

individual atate finals). " pulling off a reversal with just
CC carried o lead of 10.6 two seconds left after Hammer

points over Glenn cntering the had taken a 7-6 lead with ninc

finals, schools hnd six in monds remmnmg, Hammer,

the finals with the Sh k lized a point

winning five and Glenn three.  for um'porumnnllke vonduct
Freshman Sean Dong setthe  afer celebrating a reversal of

tone far CC with 8 9-1decision  his own just seven seconds car-

over Salem’s Ryzn Stump inthe  ler, sctting the stage for

first match 22103 Mulroy’s dramatic mave,

By the time the finals had
ended, CC had won four more

‘The sophemore Cox, mean-
while, edg:d Salem’s Mike

d up the schedule. [t
takes some butmps and bruises.
Winning three of six in the
finals is n step up for us. Even
the ones who lost in the finals
wrestled tough.

“We had two kids beat unde-
feated kids. Fairchild has nine
Jouses, but he's losing to gnod
Kids. He's moving in the right
direction.

“Overall [ thought our kids
reacted and wrestled well”

Stevenson put four in the
finals and came away with titles
at 125 (Charlie Rabaut) and 145
(Jason Fischer).

. Rabaut, 38-0, found himself
in a 5-0 hole after ncarly get-
ting pinned by Redford Unian
upstart John Moore, who earli-
or upset No. 2 sted Craig
LeBaron of Redford Thurston
in the semifinals, 18-17,

Rabaut then rallied to pin
Moare in 2:51.

“Charlic got caught early. but
he fought like a champ,”
Stevenson coach Bob Moreau
said. “The sign of a champion is
come back and get a pin.”

RU coach Jim Gourlay said
the finals at 119 could easily
have gone in a different diree-
tion.

“John had Charlic on his
back within the first 10 seconds
of the match, but the ref was
out of position to see it,”
Gourlay said. “Jt was the first
time Rabaut had been on his
back nll year. Its just one of
those breaks that goes against
you, I guess”

Fischer, meanwhile, upped
its record to 353 attee holding
off Glean's Daron Cruickshank,
10-6. "F'm happy with our
place, a lot of kids stepped up
in the loscr's bracket,” Motcau
sald. “Every kid scored for us,
which ix nice.

“And, Fischer winning here
two times is pice.”

- fipals,

Farmiagton High School's Courtland Bartlett (top) advanced to the finals at 71 pounds in the annual Observeriand
Invitational Saturday.

Salem by 12 points heading
intn the finals, surpassed the
Rocks by going 3-for-3 in the

Brian Clement, a senior,
pinned Livonia Clarenceville'’s
Nader Al-Mooshi in 2:42 to
win his third Obscrverland title
in row. Clement, a state placer
in 2002. shared the lawer
weights MVP award with
Glenn's Cox.

Two Churchill finalists from a
year ago, Lev Mergian (152)
and Alex Murray (215), each
found themselves on the win-
ner's podivm on Saturday.

Mergian defeated CC's Chris
Bartram, 12-6, while Murray
pinncd Salem’s Jeremy
Henderson in 1:50,

“Those three [ felt would get
to the: finals and win,” Churchill
coach Marty Altaunian said. *1

North Farmington’s Kenrick Petecsen (top) pinned Catholic Centrat’s Jotn
Claren [n a figst-round match at 135 pounds Saturday.

Courtland Bartlett in the finals.
But the day belonged to
Cathalic Centrnl.
*CC is a solid team, up-and-
down,” Ahounian said. “They

return to Battle Creek after lus-
ing in Jast year's regional tour-
ney to Dearborn Fordson.

“We have the confidence
we're going to he there!” the vet-

thought we'd do a little better,
110t standings-wise, but person-
al-wise with some individuals.

“I thotught this year there
were some very competitive
weights”

‘The upper weights MVP was
Wayne's Steve Wallace, who
wnn three of four matches by
pin including an 18-3 technical

have o good mix of younger and
alder talent. And with a pool of
40 to 70 kids to choose from,
and their tradition, it says how
good they're going to be year-in
and year-out.”

Rodriguez has guided CC to
seven state crowns, the last
coming in the inaugural team
dual format in 1988.

eran coach xaid. "We lost to
(Temperance Bedford) in the
triple dual and we lost to
Clarkston, but it was early in
the year we didn't have our full
lireup. We've beaten some good
teamns like Roscvifle and Novi. 1
think we're much more so (bal-
anced) than in the past, We
have a couple of holes. It's

individual crowns including Gozthe, a state placerat 125 a Cherchill, which trailed full over Farmington's He hopes this team will gning to be tough to get by us”
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OBSERVERLAND WRESTLING SPORTS ROUNDUP
.
1TTH NOMIAL DBSERYERIARD  p. Jason Crothers (W), 423; Sthe Jastin  {15).9 (Farminglon), 18°3 (5:56): 37d: 0an  NORTHVILLE RUK More than 300 trailerable boats from

). 9°5.
140: Hate Rodriques (RCC) det

. memumwn Smith {LC) p. Jash Wischmeyer (RUD, . b driguer (0O Hnllt;tlrlcm dec. Eric Schambers IcWJD} 60 manufacturers wili binnket the play-
X Sin 73 ot ivonks Clrchlll 346. neique Gatea (JC). 117, anteith 64 Scoll Schwarlziase (RCC) p. e Galyan's rthville Salstice Rist ing ficld.
T 1 Reclord-Detrolt 19z WL {LS) p. John  (05) p. Rich Russell (GC), 220 Stke Al Ramy Sutaiman (FH). 435 The Gulyan's Northuille Solstice Ruzi—ing ficld

will be held Saturday, June 21. The
event [s designed to promote healthy

The extra-wide concourse will house

harlie
UD the largest exhibition of fishing tackle

Lathone Centegt, 2205 polnts: 2.
“westland Jobn Glenn, 204; 3. Livonis

189: Jade Falrehild (WJG) cec. Nea
Xemp (LW), &4 3rd: Cric Vojikalshy

d: Drew Conner
over Cralg LaBaron

uom

Ishmaif (C'ville) dec. Pele Daniefs (LW).
tS.

’ . . N
8t 2 gk, 142, (un sm: m Stealos (LF) dec. Matl  18S: Jason Fischer (LS) dec. Daron  (RCC) won by major dec. over Hick szm)lm and fitness while providing nn}.l boating necessaries of any show in
§, Plymouth Satem, 138; 6, Lutherdn  Rorbora (RCC), 50, Cruickshank (WJG), 10:6: td: Ben  Belshy (Tarmingtony, 10-2; 5the Jeste  amicnitics and entertainment within the  Michigan.

Festlond, 125 7. Wayne Memorlal 96.5: 2% Brlan Clement (LC) p. Kadet Al Adam (LC) dec. Dan Bazeley (LM, 126 Baskin (LSS p. RJ. Ramsey (WM, 229. Northville community. Kevin Van Dam, 2001 BassMaster

soashl (Cville), 2:42; 3rd: Rob 5th: rw Stott (PS) dec. Mhke Fish
Schoeltler (Canton) won by majes dec.  (Farm) T-3.
3. over Pete Bobee (PS), 13-2; Sth Belan - 152: Lev Mergian (LC) dec. Brad
Re Pm’ Raumgartoer {RCC) dec. Darryd Rice  Bastram (RIC, 126, 3nt Jeremy Sparks

¢, Garden Gty, 96: 9. Redford Union,
13.5: 10, Livonla Clarenceviie, 12.5; ll
Farminglon, 65;12. Centon,
Livoala Franklin,

215; Alen Huiray (L) p. Jeremy
Hendersan {PS), 150, Ird; Jecod
Calinder (L¥) p, Andrew Roulding
(FHH), 3.42, St Pete Rodriquer (RCE) .

For mure information, please call the
Northville Parks and Recreation
Department at (248) 449-3441 or mee

Classic Champion and three-time
BASS. Angler of the Year, will wake o
speeinl appearance on Thursday, Jan.

Thorston, 33 15, Farmington Hatrison,  (WJG). 32 (6€) p. Chris McGlone (WN), 1XY; Uit Pat Keanedy (Clie). 113 director Alan Whitchead at (248) 420- 29, _
30; 16, Rorth Farmington, 19, 130: Tim Mulroy {WJ5) dec. Jm  Chris Welss (F) won by major dec. over  275: Pat Ctark (RCC) . Paul 1376, New features include a live river otter
. RESLTS Hammer (Wi}, 9-7; Ink Dan Bergsma  Kyle L {(5) 2 Bargersiock (LSY, 1:00; 3rd: Jeremy show, an MSU Muscum exhibition of
R Sean bong (RCChwon by {Canton) won by major dec. over Jim  160: Trevor Slemart (RCC) won by Waiket {P%) p. Pat Drahelm (LC). M3. - SPORT SHOW AT FORD FIELD ancient hunting and fishing boats,
m}“ Saclsion over Ryan Stump (FS), :W,:,m”ﬁ:' :;us?: Jon Schwariz (F) :\a:‘atu[eclﬁvepv‘nnl?r’l:;r:e\ll;ls');dls' ?"t Jw(ns?u; 'Holu gins (LW p. Nick The “Reel Deal Fishing Tackle
Saf Naber (WG pioned  dec Kils lefice ; ad: Emillo Perer fec. Brandon  Coopes (GC), 2

e e otiimaba "148: Rece Con (WJ0) dec. Wike  Noble {0}, 53; S Manue)Schubeel ~_ Lower whighls co-uyPs tio. The 20th Annual Michigan Boat, Givenway Gameshow™ with £5,000

Watady {Cvise), 227 Goethe (S}, 6+5; 3rd: Marlo Pacer {LC)dec. Bryan Longion (W, 41 103 Clement (), 125: Cot OhJGs,  Sportand Fishing Show will take place  in prizes and a special Shipwreck
uiﬂ: Matl Slilnlnqtr {RCEY p fick  (GC) dec. Jobn Gowlay (RU). 3-t, Stk 7% Steve Wallace (W) won by Iech- 135, Upperareights MYP: waliace (vM)  Jan. 29 to B ‘eb, 2 at Ford Field in down-  Muscuwm display from Whitefish

MG, 544 Ik Jacoh Davis {GC)  Mall Naitar (LW} dec. Jased McCteltan  nica) fall over Courtland Bartlelt 1. town Detroit. Puint.
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WINTER SKI SALE...STARTS NOwW!

an's, Wamen's & Children's Skiwear
20 -30% Off :
wxing selected Petagonia
. Bkis, Boots, Bindings & Poles
% Off

All Bmé\néb::groc:/uﬁqot;lfpmunt A Cross-country

(R N n
Balectad Accaesories Up to 80% Off Bk essont

“ pr | You ¢ould be the lucky winnor of 8 cross-country

« thamas /- aki lsscon, skl rental and ontrance foe at
Sport aur Baks Park
. €501 Sashabaw fosd « Clarkston
www.lettskl.com

Hera's how to enter:
; Sahwrdoys T8 6:30 pm; Sundays Noon - 8 pm Send 8 pURicard with yout Rame, daylme phood muember and

2axess (nchukng 210 code} and tha numbe: of Ick#ts needed 10

SKI SCHOOL TICKETS
c/o Observer & Eccentric Newspapers
36251 Schoolcraf. Livonia. M1 48150
{Send one ency o)

And mnybo you can |oln lhnc lucky winnerst

e

some of the
best shiing:
around!%

23k Sy oiConton |+ Meida Bovee of Wt Blocmeld «
- « Pt Walkar ot Conton. v Lan Deletki of Livoals !
it you'd like *Katry Botn of Wryse o Holy Livicdd of Sioomfiats i
: - Mratutnt @ s Tt information i lisadtme |
And that includes dalty B tickaes! about __Look for your tickets to aitvo in the mallt

.dv."lsln' mum::\wytwmnyul‘:w
. am - pm - pm

CRYSTAL In this directory, .
wYate please call @bscruer & Eccentrd

WI." at lw—nwmum—n-um—mmwmnm

743 953-2167




