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The Farmington Area

cxpansion and remodeling
Sunday.

out by patrons.

The director said many
people used the new self
check-out system, similar to
the way grocery stored allow
customers to scan their own
items for purchase, She said
guests to the cvent were nble
to witness some behind-the-
scenes action, like the
library's new conveyor belt
return system for books and
materials.

The most overwhelming
positive comments by guests
concerned the library's new
children's room.

“Alot of people told me
they had a hard time tearing
their children away,” Papai
said,

‘T'he library, located east of
Farmington Road, is open
from 9 s.m.-9 p.m. Monday-
Thuredny; 9 a.m.-6 pm.
Friday and Saturday; and

Public Library held a dedica-  Th¢ ditector said many
tion ceremony and celebra-
tion of the 12 Mile facility's people used the new setf

check-out system, similar

for her elforts during construction and rencvation of the fibrary.

City nﬂ'cids from
Faeminglon and Farmington {0 the way grocery stores
g orura.ons N0 customers fo scan
Ei?,ilétiif?.ﬂf]‘af?iéﬁ?i;, their orm items for
by paions purchase. umrv Director Bev Papai recetved a standing ovation at the mmony

Expanded library dedication celebrates huge turnout

noon-6 p.m. Sunday, POT0S BY L BALSLIR | STASE PMOTOGRAPHER

- By Paul R. Pace Mina and Gwen Cohen erplore the Smart Start Learning Center with mom
Lynn,

Ken McRae explores (he library with granddaughters Megan and Klera McRae,

Traffic
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1t never seems to fall, the last

goes high tech in Oak

Hills' south side ean discover
with a couple of mouse-clicks
that while the average speed of
traflie castbounid 1-96 is 3+

kind in Michigan, although
officlals In Wayne, Macomb
and Genasee counties are giv-
ing scrions thought to installing

and that means you can still

have lcy roads and bridges.
Right now that information is

only available from the county’s

“This is cutting cdge stuff;”
snid Bryson, “This is brand new
technology that's evolving as it's
implemented. Qur contractors

jand County

on the road.”

Currently the information on
the Real-Time Traffic Map is
updated every two minutes.

traflic report you glance at on my h, trafile on Grand River, systems af their own, thiree weather recording sites, nn: In\cnling thingsastheygo  That means that by the time
the TV asyou Jeave the house  which has o posted speed of 45 Recently RCOC officiuls but according te Bryson, the mu "ve backed your car out of
for the morhing commute mph is light. ndded two new pieces of datato  commission cventuslly plans to 'lbdny, the primbry usersof  the driveway, evesy thing may
alwrysscding tibeabout e traf- -+ The Real-Time Traflic Map s the Real-Time Traffic Map. have infrared scnsors eapable the RCOC's website dre local have changed.

fictie-up in thenext county o an outgrowth of the commis- They nre real-time weather for monitoring avariety of rond  radio and television stations. Still, he said, much of the

if you're wondering whethier
you should slide off I-75 onto 2
Mile Road because treffic fsat o
near standstill, the radio folks
are happily chuuing about n

sion’s Fast-Trac system, which
began a deende ago with 28
controtled intersectlons in ‘Troy.
Since then the system hias
expanding to more than 140

information from the three
RCQC weather stations, includ-
ing one near Slecth and Wixom
roads, and MDOT's frecway
changeable message signs,

conditions mounted on all 120
of its salt trucks, as well as its
20 road graders, Some two to
three years down the rond, Novi
motorist may have all that

said Hiryson, th

“hut anytime there's bad e

technology is in place to give
niotorists real-time traffic
information in their cars in the
not-wo-distant future.

er, visits jumip d
However, sald Bryson, “the

rollover near the alrport, {ntersections across the county While Wixom Assistant City  information at their fingertips mlwu;. tink is on-board navi-  PhitFoley is a staff wriler for the Novi
‘The Road G lon for and, Alng to Bryson, plans  Manager fony Nowicki Bves as the RCOC nutwork of fixed pation.” He said the *§64,000  News. Be an be teached at (248) 349

Oakland County’s (RCOC) call for the cxpnnslm\ of the only cight miles from his office,  and mobile sensors relay infor- — questions is how togetall that 1700 ext. 108 or at

Real-time lh\!;ic' Map, located  system to cover more than he sald he thinks the commis-  mation to the website, information directly to people  ploley@it homecomm net

on the commission’s Web site 1,100 intersections. sion's Real<Time Traffic Map is

(www.reocweb.org) bas been “We're adding 2510 50 n “a valuable resource.” He said

giving arca motorists the most  year;” sald Bryson, FAST-FRAC  that while he mainly uses the

coméete and timely traffic ple-  stands for Paster And Safer commission't Web site to keep

ture in tho state since 1999, Travel Through Routlng and track of the pace of tond com-

*“One of our goals,” sald com-

Advanced Controls. 1t was

mission projects In his city, he

mizsion apokesmnn Cralg modified from the Sydney can sec that for commuters, "it's
Bryson, "isto not only inform  Coordinated Adaptive Traflic avery valunble teol”
the public, but to reduce traffic  System, which was developed According to Bryson, one key
mn;auon.' . in Austrolin 30 years ago. The  picce of information that resi- m
‘s Real-Time Traffic system uses video imaging dents can only get on from the
Mn&t‘jhp s information from :‘qu!pmex&l to monitor traffic Real-Time Traffie Map {s pﬁw-
gan ent of ows, and that informationis  ment temperatures. He sai M t t & pl y t ( w ds r’
Tresportation {MDOT) sen-  used by computerste alter traf-  that’s important because while ore nmo“s 0 mme 0“ u a aslno “l o
sors buried in the county’s fic light patterns. the weetherman may be repart The tlays may be cokd and short, bt the acton it ahs 8 hot. s weh these great peomobons, kong on s ator at Cavm Weda®
expressways as well as the com- Not quite four yearsngathe  that the air temperature bs in Beat the sine blabe by heading 1o Casino Winchoe wheve the LS cumency mehange gets v e plas ene and pere chances
mlulon more than 140 FAST-  commission began displaying the 40s because n warm front is 1o win, MR e 2 few minctes away, bt words apad n ok and w e Heat furksu with B reat promabons
\y eras around the that data on fts !te:’l Time m‘mng in, the pavement miny . o
county, That means that some-  Traflic Map. According to still be holding nt 20 degrees w “ b Ioo ,
one working on Farmington Bryson it's the only s)mtcm ofits because it's been cold for weeks e nuv “ew mem e" up to
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” Visit us during our
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