{ AT HOME |

€2 R Qoserver & Eccentric ) Thrsday. Febeuary 13 2003 wrn observerandectentric com
HOME CALENDER i
Here's how to fix double- hung windows ........ :
EXPO Dasign Centess naticawide wi Dakland Buflders Institute teaches
hml the 2003 Spring EXPO Korne bullding courses in 38 schools In
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We brothers grew up in our
grandmother's house, n turn-
of-the-century home with dou-
ble-hung wood windoy

Guess who was ns_\l),nud
the task of repaicing and
maintaining those conteap-
tions? Even though Dad was
the handiest guy in the neigh-
borhood, we were the chosen
ones,

Every time a sash rope broke
it was our responsibility to
mnke the repair.

1€ you hnve an older home
with double-hung wood win-
dows, you know that every so
often the ropes that hold the
connterweights rot and break,
sending the counterweight into
window ablivion,

You nlso know that there is
nothing harder to open than a
double-hung window without
the help of both counter-
weights.

In time, we got rthet good
at making this repair.

Herve is how it's done:

First, prepare the work
arca. Put a drop cloth on the
floor ta protect the curpet. If
the floar is handwood, cover it
with a sheet of | rinch wall-
board,

This will prevent damage to
the floor if 1 teol or window
part drops,

Next, remsave the teim pleces
from elther side of the window
opening that keep the tower
window in place,

Nothing else preveats that

window from falling out, so be
careful,

Use a sharp chisel to pry the
trim swway from the frame of
the window,

Finst, break the paint con-
nevtion by running a rzor
knife blade the full length of
the trim. Daing so will reduce
paint chipping and, inmany
instances, will eliminate dam-
age to the trin,

(Note: Use a wedge between
the slde of the window and the
fenme to hold the window in
place while you remove the
trim. Once the trim is
removed, the wedges are
pulled aut and the window and
its frame will full ost of the
opening)

he niext step is to remove
the lower window,

The welght ropes usually are
hekl la plnce with a sinall nail
ar screw, Remaove the fastener
frum each sidr, bring carefu}
not to drop the window, sl
then pull the rope nway,

Move the window to a safe
location, This would be an
ideal titne to repair the e,
reglaze the window and sand
and paint the frame,

REMOVING TRIM

the bottom window
vy, thie ¢ nter
trim casily can be remnved so
that the top window alsa can
be removed, Even ifthere is

ght

ropes attoe
dow, it is wise to replace theen
aswell,

Remwwing the trim is a big
part of this job. Once the trim
is out, it is a mistake not to
renew all the ropes at once.
Whea oae rope goes, it indi-
cates whut soon will follow
with the other ropes in that
apening.

Make sure to slide the top
window to the bwer positlon
and wedge it in place hefore

beginning to remnve the center

trim.

{Note: The cuter trim tint
holds the lower trim in place is
maounted onta the inside face
of the frame. However, the
center trim piece is usually
reeessed into a dado. So, be
vareful to keep thnt in mind ns
you use your chisel to pry it
louse, In athee words, the back
of the trim Is below frame sur-

After using o sharp rzor
knife ta brenk the paint seal on
both sides of the trim, slightly
{mbed the tip ofusharp chisel
into the side of the trim,

Tup lightly with your
Banmner so you don’t split the
teim,

Next, pluce awedgeora
mall block between the chise)
and the frame to act as a ful-
erum,

1 the trim ont will
sicr wsing this technis

N, remove e upper wine
dow it the same way as the
tower windmy was 1nken
out.
Place the upper window
away from the work aren.
Remove the four welght

chamber covers; these are usu-
ally held in place with screws.
1f painted, they might require
some tweaking.

T loosen lhe paint connec-
tion between a screw and the
surroundlng area, Insert a
serewdriver into the alot and
tap lightly with s hammer.
‘This will accomplish three
things:

1. 1t will clean the acrew alot,

2. It will break the paint seal.

3. I will nlightly lousen the
bond hetween the screw md
the wood that it is imbed

Show Saturday-Monday, Feb. 15-17. The
show witt feature & wide varlety of
activities a0d events for homeowners,
designers and butlders. Admisslon is
free,
EXPO Design Centers are at 836 £.Blg
Beaver Road in Iroy (phone (248) 689+
3336), 7200 Orchard Late Road In West
Bloomliekd {phone (248) 8657550}
and 45160 Utica Parx Bivd. In Utice
(phone (586) 726:1500).
Homeonners planning decorating
projects fof the spring will enjoy
design seminars, produst demonstra:
thans, credit promotions and & hands:
hildsen's desl %sh

in, making the removal of the
screw easier.

With the covers removed,
replace the ropes, making
sure the new ropes mateh the
uld enes [n length, Put every-
thing back together in reverse
order.

One last note: This is a good
time to make sure that the
weather-stripping is up to
snuff,

For more homie improve-
ment tips ued information,
visit our Web slte at
www.onthehouse.com,

Readers can mail questions 1o: On the
House, AP News Features, 50
Rockefeller Plaza, New York, HY 10020,
or e-mall Careybro@onthehouse.com.
To teceive a copy of On ihe House
booklets on plumbing, painting, heat:
ing/coaling or decks/palios, send &
check or money order payable to The
Assoclated Press for $6.95 per bucklet
and mal to: 0n the House, PO, Box
1552, Hew York, NY 100161562, or visit
wiw.onthehouse.com or apbook:
store.com.

g 13
EXPO's professional designars will be
onhand to offer expert design advice
during the weehend.

Homeownets can eater to ein (ra pur-
chase necessary} such items a3 8
Chartrolk® ProSeries staintess steel
qrill, a KralIMaig® Istand butcher
block, and a4 $2.500 shopping spree
from Detla® tavgets.

Home decor

Babermau Fabrics, 905 S. Main In
Royal Oak. offers & varlety of home
decor classes. Advance registration is
necssary. Some classes have nmeq

Michigan. For a free brochure 8nd 8
current schedule of class locations,
€811{800) 940-201.

Tions Improvement .
The Patace Home Improvement Show
will run friday-Sunday, Teb. 14-16, at
ne Palace of Auburn Hills.
he show will have more 1han 300
exhibitors, who will display products
and services for Kitchens, baths, win-
dows, docrs, spas, remodeling, interior
design. home offices, furniture, &rls
and crafls, decorstive accossorles,
elecironlcs, heating, coollng 2nd .
appllances. o
Hours are noon{o 9 pm. friday, 9am, .«
109 pm. Saturday snd 9 am.to 6 p.m,
Sunday. Tickets are ST for adutts and
$6 for sendor citizens. Admlssion (s
Iree for under age 12.

For more information, calt (248) 862
1019 of go 10 wwwbuilders.org.

Auction .
DuMouchelle's, 409 €. Jellersonin '
Detroit, will conduct n auction .-
Friday-Sunday, feb. 14-16. :
Times are 6:30 pam. Friday, N am.
Saurday, &nd noon Sunday. Ezhivition
hours are 9:30 am. to 5:30 p.m.

Thorsday. Call (313) 963-6255 or visit'

ulsiles. for
(248} 541-0010 or visi mnabtrmm
fabrics.com.

The schedule Includes Simple Curtaln.
(860). Tuerdays, feb. 18 to March 4;
#nd feman Shade (580), Thursdays,
Teb. 20 40 March 13, of Fridays, feb. 21
fo March 14,

Basemant remodeling

Bloomfield Hilis Community Educalion,
In cooperation with Sakland Builders
Institute, will otfer an elght-hour base-
ment temadefing seminar 610 p.m.
Tuesday and Thursday, Feb, 18 and 20,
a1 Andaver High Schoof, 4200 Andover
Road in Bloomfleld Hills.

Costls $90, plus a fextbook fee of $8.
Pre with payment is

248-546-0661
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TIPS
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ruo's entrnee ptliway
ngainst i solid wall but (o an
aren where the door is visible
fron the bed, Sueh nloeation is
mare cpowering, I possible,
try 1o pace the bed fn o posi-
tion where theee is n pleasant
view in the momlng.

B Opt for a solid headboard,
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TRADE-IN REWARD
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TRADE (N YOUR OLD EQUPMENT
FOR CASH OFF A NEW SYSTEM

$300 off Furnace fiade-n
$300 off A/C o Hoat Pump Traie-in
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60 YEARS OF TRUST
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IHeaung, A/C or Plumbing
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which tends to make occupants
feel tiore grounded and safe.

& Rid the bedroom of elec-
tesnles, especinlly telovision
seta, exercise equipment, clut-
ter and other items with the
potential to distract from
romance.

B Use serene colors in the
bedroom to cseate an eaviron-
ment that's conducive both to
slecp and romance,

-~ ticale Stattord

required no Jater than Thursday, Feb,
13, to Bloom(ieid 1ills Community
tducalion. To reglster, ¢all (248} 433
0985 during teqular olfice hours.

The seminar is designed to hetp peo-
ple make beiter use of valusble space
in their homes by ptanning and com+
pleting a suceesstul basement remod-
eling.

The insicuctor, & licensed builder, will
explain the many lacets of the project,
Including planning. meetlag building
codes. instrance, permils, estimating
materials, ihe basics of homa con
struction, wosking with subtontrac
{ors, $inlshing technlques, and tylng
Inlo existing pumbing, efectcicat and

‘s.com.
Ataong the fealured ltems will be ster-
ling sliver flatware. Orientalia,
Ametican arl pattery, large fountalns,
furniture and art works.

Octagon House

The Octagon House, 5T500 Van Dyke
Avenue In Washington Township, is
open for pulic tours noon to 4

Ihe second and fourth Sunday of each
month Aduit edmission is $3.

For more information, cail the Gctagen
House at {536) 781-0084 and leave &
messaqe. The on-line Octagon House
event calendar can be viewed at

v calendaryahoo.comfoctagonhous

01860,
Meadow Brook Hall

Winter tour times at Neadow Drook
Hall, on the Caktand University com-
pus én Rochester Hills, ace 130 p.m.
Monday-friday, and 12:30 p.m. 130
p.m, and 2:30 p.m. Saturday-Sunday.
Admisslon is $12.50 for adulls, $8 for
_over ege 62, $6 for under age 12 and
free for ages 2 and younger.
Enjoy scothing music as you sample
assorted tes sandwiches, scones,
qulche and lea 3-4:30 p.m. Tuesdays in
the Cheistapher ¥ren Dining Room.
Cost for Lea |s $30 per person, Spacs.
18 limitad, 30 call in advance for reser
vations. for morw Information or
reservations, call (248 37G-340 of
¥isit wewmeadowbrookhallorg,
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