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BY JOKI BUBRED
STAFF WRITTA

When Marion Hickey can't
garden, she dreams about it.

In the months when the
ground is too hard to plant, she
and other members of the
Farmington Garden Club meet
to talk about what they can't
wait to do again,

“If you've been bitten, you've
got it” Hickey said,

A member for more years
than ahe can ber, Hickey

been my main entertainment in
all sensons. It's just an{nterest |
think I'll always have”

Gnrdening wns something
she “cocreed” her daughter into
doing year ago, she admitted.
*“Now, she’s just as interested ns
Tam®

am.

However, Phillips added, “I'm
geting so I'm better at giving
directions than [ am at parden-
ing”

Club mectings feature s guest
:fcnkcr; many times these ure

ub

sald joining the Garden Club
was “the best thing [ ever did”
Her long-time partners in
grime agree ~ the elub has
been not only a source of infor-
mation, but of friendship and
inspiration for the past 30

yeara.

“It's great friends, great
knowledge and great entertein-
ment,” Hickey said.

Peg Moore, wha served as
president from 1961-83,
inspired her daughter, Barbara
Denton, to become a member.
Denton also took a tum as
president, from 1965-87. The
club turned into a real family
affair for Sue Phillips as well;
she used to bring her daughter
1o board meetings.

1 found something I really
liked to do whien I joined the
Garden Club,” Phillips said. “It's

who excel ina
particular aspect of gardening,
Some like horticulture or the
actual growing of plants, same
prefer the art of flower arrang-

cial;” but they're also dwindling
in numbers.

*We've gotten up to a hun-
dred, but we've dropped back,”
she said, °I think many women
are working and can’t come
during the day”

‘There are plenty of projects.
to keep everyone busy. The club
planted and maintains gardens
at the Gov. Warner Manslon in
downtown Farmington and
‘The Longacre House commu-
nity center in Farmington Hills,
as well as the Spicer Garden at
the Heritage Park Vagnozzi
Visitors Center.

But what they do is not near-
Ty ns Important for members as

ing, but there's itely a link
between the two.

“What I enjoy most is flower
arranging,” said member Jan
Dolan, who hoa been with the
club since 1966, "and you have
to grow them to arrange them.”

She belongs to groups that
specialize in arranging flowers
and often travels to other states
to learn more.

Several Garden Club mem-
bers are master gardeners,
while two — Charlotte Dashner
and Rose Smitka — have pho-
tos of their work In the
National Councll of State
Garden Club’s 2004 calendar.

Kay Blakeney joined in 1973,
She said elub people are “spe-

the fricndships they've grown
and nurtured over the years.
*Gardening friendships Inst
forever,” Moare said,
“It'a group therapy,” Dolan
added. *They understand.”
“Your whole house changes
when you belong to a garden
club,” said Ann Audette, a
member of 30 years, She joined
because of the herh graup,
which centered around growing
and cooking with herbs, Now
she maintains a raised garden,
where she grows vegetables,
Marjoric Perry has learned a
great deal she wishes she had
known before she started put-
ting things in the ground
around her long-time
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Garden Club history centers around friendshi
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Jan Dolan, Kay Blekeney, Macjocie Perry, Narion Hickey, Ann Audette, Sue Phillips and Peg Moore gathered at the

Lonqacee House for a club meeting.

Farmington Hilla home — “When you're driving around  might not be what you'd
because she and her husband ~ you can still see crab apple expect.
ended up moving some things  trees ... we used to scll those “Marry a man who likes it,
and taking others out com- trees,” she said. “They're still too,” Peg Moore said.
pletely. going strong, It just gives you & “And knows the difference
She nlso gets s grent feeling  feeling of belonging” between o weed and a plant,”
when she drives around the The best ening edvice Marjoriz Perry added.
community and sees evidence  offered by the most senior

of the club’s contributions.

members of the club? Well ... it
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That stray dog you saw might actually be a coyote

o you think you saw a stray
hhorhood

Farmington/Furmington Hills
d ding areas.

dog {n your . an 3
Don't be so sure, it could be  Concerned callers inquiring,
a coyote. about the trapping and removal
The avernge adult coyote of cayotes have {ncreased
stands about 20 inches at the sharply for us from a year ago.
shoulder and The Intest DNR estimates are
A welghs roughly  that there are about 200 coy-

35 pounds. A
coyote has the
general sppenar-
ance of skinny
German
Shepherd, hav-
Ing a narrow
muzzle, lnrge
painted ears
and yellowish
eyes, Coyotes
are nocturnal creatures typical-
ly venturing out between 11:00
p.m. and 5:00 a.m.; however, it
is not uncommon to see them
during the day,

1spend a lot of titne trapping
and relocating nulsance anl-
mals, such as raccoons, opos-
sum, rkunks, rats, miec and
coyotes from property in the

Baker ]

otes in Oakland County, I hon-
esty belicve there arc a lot more
coyotes than they predcht

necessary animals and should
be treated with the respect due
awild predator. They are very
effective at controlling the pop-
ulations of many other varmint
species such as: ground hogs,
rabbits, squirrels, skunks and
mice. The coyote becomes a
problem when houschold pets
are added to their diet. Dogs
that are not contained may

T § our nelgh
For the most part, you may
never see a coyote, however

pproach a coyote to investi-
gate or attempt to chase it from

coyote arc
and the likelihood of you secing
one in the future is very possi-
ble. The coyote is onc of the
most adnptable creatures in the
world. They are common {n
most rural area, but because of
their secretive nature, fow are
seca. Efforts to control the coy-
otc seem to have produced an
anlmal that is extremely alect
and wary, encbling it to survive
in every county of the United
States.

Coyotes are very useful and

hed or
1 was recently contracted to
remove a problem coyote from
a property in Farmington Hills
because one of their dogs was
attacked and killed. By oheying
the leash Jaw this incident
could have been prevented.
Unfortunately, the homeowners
gdidn't realize the danger for
their pet until it was too late.

CONSIDER PRECAUTIONS

its territory only to ﬁnd‘it clt})cr
od.

‘There are a few things to

Mere reasons to come out & play at
IhtLtmrmybemidar\dmmwmmhmhmmdummwlmhgmuhnn

Beat the winter blabhs by headieg 10 Casino Windsor where the U S, curmcy exchange
0 win We're st a few minutes mx-ﬂhnwldannhwr‘mwsqh,ﬁnmmwulhmwprmum

Casio Windso

you more play time and more chances

conslder when coyotes are

recommend that they follow

your situation, make sure he or

known to be in the erea: the same precautions. she is insured and licensed with
1) Do not keep pet food out- From the Michigan the Department of Natural
doors. Department of Natural Resources.
2) Keep trashcan Hidson tight  Resources (Michigan DNR): There are a number of com-
and store in your garage. “If you sce & coyote while you  panics that will take care of
3) Kecp household pets arc outside, never try to run tmpping and remaving small
Inside at night. Coyotes will away from it. If the coyote animals, make sure they sre
prey on cats and small dogs. approaches you, throw rocksor  qualified end have experience
4) Pick ripe fruit fromtrees  sticks to frighten it away. The  trapping coyotes.
and pick up fallen fruit. best thing for all wildlife, Do your homework and
5) Clean up areas around including coyotes, s forthem  make sure you know what are
bird feeders. to remain their instinctive fear  all of the costs associated with
6) Never try to feed a coyote.  of people” the services and whether there
There have been no reports of Utimately, 1 recommend are any guamntees.
coyates attacking people In using a professionnl trapper,
Michigan, however, Incldents  onc with large animal experi- Ron Baker Is 3 professional trapper
nationally arc often duc to peo-  ence. and owner of Trapper Ron's Anlmat
ple feeding coyotes. 1f you deeide to have a pro- Removal & Relocation Services. He can
7) Inform your nieighbors and  fessional come out and review  bereachedat (248) A78-7649.
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Super Summers for Kids:

nts

We'll pay new members up to $10¢™

foin the Players Prestige™ Clob from now untit Febxuaty 28°, and on the day of
carollmeat, you viill e reimbuned $0% of yout kosses up 1o 2 madmum of

Triple Cash Back - February 3* - March 31

Playen Prostige Shot Club members atways eamn Cash Back but now you can eam taee times a3
moch for points eamed on siat play. WWreknights from 3 pm. - 3 2. Feb. 3= March 31%

+ : TR 4
F¥eqs-Style Entertainment in the Showtime” lounge!
HEARTTHROBS — FED. 1%« MAR. 8* A REALLY BIG SHEW - MAR 11* - AR 8°
Tickets for these great thows are just $10 U.S. Calt 1.800-991-8848 to order tickets.

@et More Play Time for your U.S. dollar!
Exchanging your LS. qurrency ghnyammmhhwwlﬂ.mqunmmdm:hmn
win Exchange rates fuctuate daly, but over the Last yeas have averaged approxknately S8%. That meses
For evevy $1.00 * you exchange, you rective $1.50°

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 16, 2003
11:00 A.M. - 3:30 PM.

Birmingham Public Schools
Corporate Training 6 Conference Center
31301 Evergreen Road in Beverly Hills
Free Admissios - Families Invited
Meet representatives of local and national

Win your share of 560,000 Cash!
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For information on these and other reasons whty you should vist Casing Windsor this wites il 1-000-991-7777.

Enjoy a midwrek getrway (Sun-Thun) in our
865 U8, Book early - limited avaitabaliy, This groat room 12 s avai
Murch 31, 2003, Rates are pes night, pls taves, double ocoupancy.

T prog! who will help you choose the right summer experience
forkids, 3-18
» Day Camps * Ovemight Camps * Spedialty Camps
» Year Round Cultural Programs
© Teen Adventures and Tours

» Academic Enrichment » Summer Employment

For information call
248-85 1-7342.
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