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Pike-spearing season heats up

ralsed during warm weath-

er for its smallmouth bass

and muskie fisherics, Lake
St. Clalr is often overlooked for

but a portable will allow you to

move around and finds the fish,
Most spearers cut a hole at

least two-fi . A decoy”

its northern pike population in.
Until the lake
freezes aver
thatis.

Once asolld
cover of lce
forms, pike
spearera can be
found {n force,
] particularly in
Anchar Bay.

“Usunlly [n
February we're

getting to the
tafl end of the {ce fishing season
and fishing {s really picking up;"
safd Brinn Ward, owner of
Selfridge Sport and Thekle, on
the lakc's west shore, 'Pikc are
nctive at this tine of year,

For some reason people \sho
spear secm to do better than
people using tip-upa, With the
onset of spring, and the pike
l whing season, just around

¢ corner, northermns are feed-
ing ravenously in preparation
for the rigors of spawning.

‘They're moving into the weedy *

flats and shallows of Anchor

Bay.

'Mnst of them arc taken [n
shallow watcee, five feet or less,”
Ward sald. “The secret [s to be

live suckers in the 14-t0 16-
inch range are killer” {s then
lowered into the hale and the
walt begins. Spearces sit atten-
tively above the lce nnd wait for
aplke to approach.

“Narthern plke are big preda-
tors and they cruise through
looking for a meal,” Ward said.
“You have to stay ready, because
you never know when they'll
show up, And they usually dart
in, take the sucker, then they're
gone. If you're not paying
attention you can miss every-
thing”

Speaca range from five tines
to eight tines and wzight fs
variable.

“Most gulr like weighted

spears, sa they can get them

Vm tn dle fishin s huery*

Thc nurlll end of Anchar By
off Fuir Haven features lots of
eavy weed beds, which terd to
hold plenty of flsh, The arca
north of the Selfridge Air Force
Base, nt Brandenberg Park, is
another winter hot spot.

Accesa to Lake St Clair is
avallable at several public
launch facilities including
Algonac, off Highway 43 at the

Spearing season runs
through the end of February,
The scason is open on inland
waters, except designated tecut
lakes. In ndtfl!iun, there is no
spearing on Oakland County's
Tipsico and Heron Inkes. For
other lakes eluscd to spearing
check the 2002 Michigan
Fishing Guide,

It ahould also be noted that
there is no muskie spearing on
ke St. Clair, the St. Clair or
Detrait rivers. Don't make &
mistake nnd Inadvertently
spear a muskie, Pike are dacker
in color with light spots while
muskics have a lighter back-
ground and dark spots. Be sure
of your target before you let the
spear {ly.

‘The legal size limit for north-
crm pike is 24 inches on most
lzkes and there is a five fish
daily Yimit. (That limit {ncludes
walleyes, sauger, flathead cat-
fish and northern pike in any
comblnation.)

For updates vn ice condi-
tions, Ashing updates and bait
and tackle needs eall Selfridge
Sport and Tackle at (810) 949-
2998.

Bilt Parker covers the outdoors for the
Observee & Eccentric Newspapers.
Hunters and anglers ae urqed to
report their success. Questions and

patlent and to be quiet. They're  mouth of the North Channel comments are i50 encouraged, Send

pretty spooky when they'tein  and in Fair haven, north of fnformation to: Bill Parker, ¢/o

;hnllow water like that” Selfridge, and at Brandenberg  Outdoors. 805 £. Maple, Birmingham,
Permnnent shnnlleﬂ arenice, Park south of New Baltimore, MI 48009.
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FISH BUDDIES FISHIKG CLUB HETRO-WEST STEELHEADERS HURON VALLEY STEELHEADERS

The Fith Buddies Fishing Club meets
the third Tuesday of each month In
' Rochester. Meelings are cpento all
anglers. boalers and hon-boaters, Call
. 1248) 656-0556 for more Information,
SPORTFISHING ASSOCIATION
The Oakiand County Sportfishing
. asseciation meets at 130 p.. the
1hird Wednesday of every maonth at the
. Draylon Ptalas Hature Center, 2125
+ Dendy, Draylon Plains Call (248} (9)-
4389 or visit the clubs web site at
httpfgotafocsa for mose Information,
DOWHR

Netro-West Steelheaders meets 21 730
pm. on the Mirst Tuesday of each
month [n the caleteria at Garden Clity
High School. Calt Dominic Liparoto at
(248} 476°5027 lar more Infosrmation.
RICHIGAK FL7 FISHING
The Richigan Fly flshing Club meets at
T:30 p.m. the first and thicd
Wednecdays of each monit at Livonis
Clarencevilie Widdle Schoal, located on
Middlebelt Road between Saven and
Elgnt Mite roads, Visit wwemifc.org on
Ihe Internet for more information,

The Huton Yalley Steelheadars meets
the third Thursday of each mooth at the
Knights of C 1, 21603 Hal

Observet § Eecentrnc | Thursday. Tebuaty 13, 2003

Salute to grid champs

second district playoff (itfe in four years.

Farmington High Schoo! foolbatl ployers whoop I up Tuesday night after being presented with & champlonship
banner, The event and banner-ralsing ceremony took place In the school gym following the varsity basketball
qame. The Fatcons were OAA Uivision Il co-champlons with Horth Farmington last fall, and they won the school' '
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! THE WEEK AHEAD !

BOYS AASKETBALL Cty tlournament at Harrrson, d pm. Thersday, Feb 10
Fridey.Fea 6 BOYS KT HOCKEY Whalers of Windsor Spitfrees. 730 pm
R farmingloa a1 Harstson, T pm. Thearscay, Feb B Friday,Feb. W
Stoney Creek ot Farmington, 7 pm. Redlord CC at PH. Rorthern 6 pm. Saginas 2t Py, Whilers T30 pm.
Catholic crossover at Cvite, 7 pm. Fridey. Feb 14 Ssturtry, feb B8
GIRLS VOLLEYBALL Farmingtoo at 1z, Stevenson, § pm. Misshisauga of Py Mhciers. 730 pm
Tharsday, Fe 13 Saturday, feb. B WRESTUMG
Farmington at Clarkston 730 pm. Clarkston a1 Farmingten. 8 am. Thanday, Feb
N.Farmington at Fetndale, 730 pm. Cranbrook at Redlord CC.8pm. Dhvision | team diririct tourney,
Andovet 8t Rartison 7 pam. RS ICE HOCKEY B Welled Lake Wetteen
Catholic League at Madonna, TBA. Ssturday. Feb ;(ulﬂ‘! V:lminutin“nd t"lm; S‘lr"n!lu(l;
Luth. Westland at Ctarencevitie. Tpm. Port Huren 2t Wercy. 630 pm. armington vs. Walled Leie Western. Bof
ONTARID HOCKEY LEAGUE m‘.:lr:l:lgo;‘ 6 p.m. Finat ta follow an

Saturday, feb. &5

Read, Flal Rock. Call Carrofl White at
{134) 265-0843 for mere information,
CLINTON RIVER BASS 'H RATS

The recently organited Clinton River
Bass 'n Rats meets the first Manday of
evety month a1 7:30 p.m. at the Gander
Mountair Lodge. Call {610) 247-9900
tor direction and additional Informa-
tien. The clul;ls an alfillated chapter

otthe BAS.
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i IVER BASS ASSOCIATION FOUR SEASONS mnmn::mu A LAMINATION
*. The Downriver Bass Assochation, 3 The Fout Seasons fishing Club meels GARLAND CONNTY PARHS ADRRTIENTS Lamination Prod
non-toumament b3ss clud, meets at 130 pm-9:30 pm. the first Kednesday Can be.com
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month at the Gander Rountain (K100 Senior Centen 15218 Farmington Road. Advanced seglstration and a motor The Betrod Ingtie of Art da e
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