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A littie love could
make a difference

The Beatles sang “love is all you need,” and we all know
that's not entirely true.

However, on Lﬁis Valentine’s Day Eve, we believe a little
love could help resolve a couple of local issues:

O At the top of our list is the shared time controversy at
Our Lady of Sorrows parish. We understand the frustra-
tion of parents who don't want public school teachers in
their private school classrooms. These people are paying
more than $3,000 a year to give their children an educa-
tion that's infused with religious principles.

‘What we don’t understand is why those parents have
chosen to attack Mansignor Walter Hurley and why
Hurley seems cqually hard on those parents. This isn’t
just about sh time; it's a serious rift between church
leadership and parishioners, one that descrves more of
everyonc’s attention than shared time is getting.

Before the next round begins, perhaps everyone should
take a moment to ask themselves what their own behav-
ior is teaching children about Christian love and respect.

1 The relationship between Farmi Hills city officials
and Mark Gordanier could best be described as “strained,”
and it exploded agnin at a Monday night study session.

We won't go into the wisdom of holding study sessions
to address laundry lists of citizen complaints, which scts
an interesting precedent,

We won't hammer Mayor Nancy Bates for losing her
temper or Gordanier for yelling and storming out of the
meeting, leaving behind the opportunity for the kind of
dialogue he claims won't ever happen.

Gordanier maintains city officinls are arrogant and refuse
to face the truth, However, aecusing, arguing and stomping
out of a meeting won't help achieve his goals either.

In this case, we suggest both sides consider the kind of
Tove that saves marriages and heals broken family ties, a
tove that includes forgiveness, p ¢ of differences
and understanding, n love that sets aside past wrongs and
works toward a better future.

Love can’t make the past disappear. It won't eliminate
tensions at Qur Lady of or ically i
the relationship b Gordanier and city officials.

But where's the harm in trying?

Granholm offers a
bipartisan challenge

Gov. Jennifer Granholm made no attempt to sugar cont
a bad situstion.

She has inherited a budget disaster, This year's state
budget wilt fall $285 million short, including a constitu-
tionnlly mandated cut of $127 million in school aid. She
has nsked the legislature to pass an executive order to cut
$158 million from the general fund,

But things will only get worse. The projected budget
deficit for the 2004 budget which begins in October is
$1.7 billion.

In her State of the State address, the governor told state
Inwmokers and citizens that as required by law she would
present a balanced budget proposal March 1.

. *Though I did not cause this problem, I will see that we
fix it,” she said.

The Democratic governor has to work her budget
through a Republi Yormi  legislature,

Last week, she paid the legislators a compliment that
was also a challenge: “Together, we will have to work hard.
‘We have to innovate, and we will have to act as one com-
munity ~ ially here in this building. I applaud the
Republican leadership of Sen. (Ken) Sikkema and Speaker
(Rick) Johnson for their willingness to work with this
Democrat and Michigan's Democrats, to move beyond
partisanship, faction, friction and ego to achieve common
ground. We were elected as Democrats and Republicans,
but we serve as Michiganians and Americans.”

The governor has already adopted a Republican "no
new taxes” position and has cven opposed delaying tax
cuts scheduled for this year. She proposes instead, as
Republicans have often done, to do more with less, to
drnw on the private sector for hcl{;, to encautage volun-
teer programs and squecze overy bit of waste from gav-
ernment operations,

While laying it on the line abovt the budget, Granholm
asked us to dream of all the good things the state can
accomplish with the money it has. Her emphasis on
developing core industrices, early childhood education and
a serious study of land usc are commendable first steps
townrd i | government p s.

Her plans to blend private initiative with streamlined gov-
emment programs should stimulate true bipartisan programs.
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State Rep. Aldo Yagnozzl (D-Farminglon) hasn't wasted any time pushing forward the agenda he promoted In Jast fall's electlon. A few weeks ago, he
ticipated In a press conference about Canadlan trash; thiz week, he touted a plan to purchase prescription drugs [n bulk, reducing costs for senlors.

Prohlem resofved

1 thought it only fair to let you know
that as of Feb. 8, the problem referenced
in my previous letter (help receiving
unemployment benefits) is resolved.
Resalution was reached, in part, due to
the efforts of Aldo Vagnozzi's office.

Connle Rice
farmington Hills

Let Bush act

‘World War 1 was n *good war” because
it ended with “unconditional Surrender”,
In Korea, we settled for an armistice 50
years ago. North Korean citizens
remained slaves under communist
tyrants and grandchildren of our fallen
soldiers will probably need to finish that
war s

Tn Vietnam, our warriors were farbld-
den to invade North Vietnam and win.
‘The Viet Cong picked their 4, a8snS-
sinnting potentinl leaders and their fami-
lics. In the United States, protests replaced
patriotism, Cusualtics mounted, America
withdrew and that area of the world
nchieved neither peace nor prosperity.

‘The Twin Tower atinck united the Free
World for a few months when protesters
crawled out once ngain,

T history, mass d
tions produced poor results, The French
Revolution overthrew royalty and got
Napoleon. Russinns traded Czars for
Lenin and Stalin, The Nazis resurrected
Germany's pride and prosperity fora
while. The Boston Tea Party turmed out
well, buit not without casunlties. Most city
riots began as protests but communities
like Detroit never fully recovered.

levision and pap
embaldens crowds secking their moment
in the spotlight, President Bush {s not an
idiot as these mabs say, but the leader of
the Free World.

America: *Stand beside her and guide

“her"or step aside and permit him todo

what he promised after September 11,
There will be mote peace in the world if
Jane Fonda and her ilk remain qulet.
Hank
Farmington

Diversify U-M's faculty

Phil Power in his column of Jan. 23
defends the University of Michigan’s law

LETTERS
A dog's story

1 would like to express my deepest grat-
itude to all the people who assisted me
this past week in bringing my dog Angie
home.

On the night of Tuesday, Jan, 23 my

hetland sheepdog Angic di 1

into the night. The temperatures were in
the single digits and I could only hope
that my little dog had found & warm place
to be.

My first thank you goes to the officers
of the Farmington Hills Police
Decpartment who tried to catch Angie on
Pilsbury street around 4 a.m. I tatked
with the potlce at 5 a.m. and they relayed
the news of the sighting to me,

On Wednesday and Thursday, [ put up
flicrs around the area; finally on Priday, I
veceived my first call. A special thanks to
the wonderful couple on Power Rond
who told me that Angic was still alive and
heading towards the subdivisions rear 11
Mile/Farmington Road.

My thanks to all the people who live on
Pilsbury Street; the lady in the red mini-
van who looked for Angie... (and) the
fady with the cheese who kept a close
watch at her end of the street,

Thank you ta my best friend Tina, who
not only searched through the steects in
her van, but I do belicve that o)l of her
prayers had a lot to do with Angie’s fate. 1
also need to say thank you to the people
on Biddestone.

Thank you to the man on Hunter's Row
in Quaker Vailey who spotted Angie (on
Saturday morning) deep in the ravine. He
guided my daughter and myself right to
Angicbut my little dog was in sucha
stute ul'shoc{ that she did not even rec-
ognize us and she bolted from our grasp.

My husband dropped me offon
Farmington Rord across fram
Biddestone so that I could watch the
road, Onee again my phone rang...Angie
was seen crossing 1-696 und heading
westbound along the fence. As I was an
the phone with the caller somehow he
and my husband crossed paths and the
man on the phone turned into a very con-
cerned mup"c in a green SUV who
escorted my husband and daughters tn
Angic. T, however, was still running down
Farmington Road towards 12 Mile dread-
ing the worst,

When it seemed that all hope was lost,

school admission policy and claims that
President Bush is disingenuoua in his
charge that it is quotas.

There is merit in a diverse body but it {s
how you get there that is the issue. Uof
M awards points for minaritics in its
admission process 10 assure  certain
minimitm number of minorities. If this
process did not achieve the minimum
they desire they wonld change the points.
That sounds like a quota to me,

Speaking of disingentious, the universi-
ty did not come vp with the diverse stu-
dent body idea until affirmative action
was disallowed,

1 would submit that a diverse faculty is
even more important than a diverse stu-
dent body. Yet U of M like most presti-
gious schools has a definite libernl if not
teft wing faculty.

Talk about a disadvantaged minority, it
is conscrvative faculty members,
However, [don't see a big campaign to
reeruit more of that minority.

Jim Cofling
Farmington Hifls

out of a car pulled over on
Farmington Road and offcred me a ride.

A very special thank you to my
guardian angel in the plum colored ear.
You did not hesitate to drive from park-
ing lot to parking lot in search of my
Angie. Thank you so very much,

After a very exhausting four days of
scarching, T am very happy to be able to
say that Angic is safe at home. Overall
she s In good condition and is recovering
nicely.

There were many other concerned
neighbors out there who took the time to
call me with a sighting of my dog.
Without all of your help I would not have
such a happy ending to this story. |

Gaagier
Farmington Hills
Shared time questions

Regarding OLS schoot and the shared
timie program with Farmington Public
Schools, I'n not sure why so many of your
Ietter writers foel the need to attack
Monsignor Hurley and the Catholike Church.

Shouldn't the discussion center on
what's best for children? Both of our
children attended nll eight years at
OLS school, and they received an
cxcellent nendemic education. They
did not, however, benefit from the
art, gym, technology, and music pro-
grama at the schoel, Some years those
programs didn't exist, and other
l\;:m’: the programs were weak nt

est,

1 have taught in the Farmington
Public School district for over 10
yenra. There Is no doubt that FPS hes
some of the finest art, music, physical

! and music prog; of any
schoal district in Michigan. Why not
encournge OLS school to take advan-
tege of these programs to beneflt its
students?

1'm not sure how keeping public
schoal teachers and programs out of 8
parochial school strengthens the
achool or its curricule. I certainly don't
buy the lilogical argument that it
would weaken the Christian atmos-
phere of the school.

Parochial school parenta sften com-
plain that they aren't receiving anything
for thelr public school tax doilars. Thls, of
course, [s not true.’Any member of this
community bencfits from the quallty of
our pubtic school system.

Here is n chance for parochial
school familics to take advantage of
the outstanding programs in our com-
munity's public school system, yet it
seems many would rather take this
o{:ponunﬂy to nttack Monsignor's

and the phil hies of the
Catholic Church,

‘The focus should be placed on the ways

in which the shared time program bene-

fits OLS students.
Mary Leymcn
Farmingtan

Free speech

‘The Constitution says that Congress
shall make no law abridging the freedom
of s .

ie Cummins Corollary says that no
city coundl ;hcuultz_! Inifix;il:g‘e oin the size,
type or number of pol [ le
put in their fmnlynrdsdur(ngne'l:uotl;n
season.
o

Cumning
farmington Hitis

" SHARE YOUR OPINIONS '

We welcome your letters to the editor. Please
include your name, address and phone number
for verification. We ask that your Setters be 400
vmr‘dx tr less. We may edit for clacity, space and
conten

Malt R

Letters to lhe editor
farmington Observer
3341 Grand River
Farmington, MI 48335

Fax
(248) ATT-9722

E-malt
Ihubred@oe.homecomm net

QUOTABLE

“I'm not going to sit here and Fisten to this.”

~ Mark Gordanier, during Monday night's City Council study session




