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Granholm's speech
breaks the pattern

State of the State speech last week, T realized
that over the years I've heard a fair number of
506 speeches given by

As I watched Gov. Jennifer Granholm deliver her

various Michigan governors,

G. Mennen “Soapy” Williams' nasal twinc dis-
guised the bluest of blood mixed with an emerg-
ing citizen-participation Democratic FParty that
clublcd Te) medly with a highly partisan, GOP-
dominal

Legislature. George Romney, who
rode to office on a reform move-
ment called “Citizens for
Michigan,” offered a less-parti-
san but higher-key salesman-
ship. Republican Bill Milliken,
facing a Democratic Legislature,
‘was low-key and bipartisan,

dutwork me, outrun me or outhustle me whenit
mmc& to keeping or br(nglnygood jnbs to this luuc

pnnel on land use (co-chaired by Milliken and
former Attorney General Frank Kelley) will for
the first time seriously address the Jong-festering
problem of sprawl,

Lastly, human capital, especially carly child-
hood education: “By the time a child arrives for
kindergarten, 85 percent of the bmm ls dt\'c!-
oped,” she sald. *Ifa brain fs

‘West Wing'

distracts

from discussion of war

atopped watching West Wing about six
months ago.

Friends found this shocking, as West
Wing is unquestionably the best-written show
on television. It is nlso considered u sort of
prime-time mecca for libernds such as f,

Sny what you want nbout Aaron Sorkin's
personal life, the man can make fictionud
characters scem real. Half the country would
vote for Jed Bartlett if his name appeared on
a ballot. He's the kmd nflndcr wﬁu msplres

satisfaction.

My son is a sccond licutenant in the US.
Army Reserves, and ? couldn’t be more proud,
But I'm afraid none of his dreams will come
true now. Qur president has made it elear we
cannot, as a nation, allow the terror to contin-
ue unchecked. On Sept. 12, 2001, 1 would
pmhnbly have belicved him.

Now, I'm not so sure. The justification for
war secms less dcar Unncmunlcd for

} for world domi
of torture, these all make s com-

P
id

witha
tion of ion, genuine

and nurtured before o child 12 old tnough totic
his or her shoes, that child's Jifelorg capacity to
learn will be forever enhanced. And, unfortunate-
1y, if it is not, an oppartunity is lost forever”

Most political ogscnvrs praised the speech,

rograms and {nitiatives; some of
E’umn referred to them as a fist-
ing of “Tim's greatest hite” Of course, Blanchard
faced a state budget erisis situation nearly as griev-
ous as that confrorting Granholm today, His solu-
tion — hiking the state income tax rate - e
perfectly good sensc as public financinl policy. But it
also was a political disaster that led to the reend] of
two Democratic senators. The state Senate has been
Republican ever sinee, and don't you think for a sec-
ond that Gov, Granholm has forgotten that episode.

John Engler’s SOSApccchcs tended to be prag-
matic, detailed, fsan,

reaching out to suburban voters using terms mnglng, from “inspiring” to “well-
and “Miiliken Di grumbled that the specch
Tn more recent years, Jim wushnnanspcufcs 1t'] were fucing a next year’s
Blanchard’s State of the State deficit of nearly $2 billion, I wouldn't be very spe-
es often wound up as cific gither, Uscem to recall an old lawyer's advice
mind-numbing catalogs of idens,  that "if you've got the law on yaurmde, argue the

law; if you don't, go promptly to emotion.”

1 nls0 suspect there Is a very interesting core of
nove) L‘nnkmg lurking in the interstices of this budg-
cterisis, one that Granholm hinted at in her speech.

For ycars and years, vi ol state government
budgetary activity has been incremenialisy, Le., cut
this by X percent, increase that by Y percent. Very
rarcly has ukhcrgovcmnr ar u-gislmum shwm 1.hc
political will or
from this routine. But this budget crisis is 50 ecvere —
the projected deficit for the next fiscal year is peardy
20 peroent of the total state general fund ~ that the

P
ally bruta). He was a magnificently political politi-
cian, n master of the legislative process, a mugh-
minded hardball player. Mixed with t.

of necessity may tum out to hc aradical

of what stat

shou]d not. do nng hu\\' to L nhuut dumg it
an

rhetoric, Engler's speeches were full nfupcdl‘c
legistative proposals and detailed programs.
Ncither Engler's nor Blanciard s specches were
particulasly inspiring and, excepting Engler's
ceascless emphasis on tax cutting, none were par-
ticularly focused. And nefther of them was partic-
uhu-ly cﬁccﬂvc or emotional in their delivery.
wrs quite different. It was
mpablywnmm. warmly deli and wrll-received
ol Grils e oo reschea for I
G m's even for inspi-
m sctting out Michigan values of hard \mr}?
and grit and In Indusively reaching out to the variety
and ereativity of Michigan citizens for their helpin
getting through o very, very difficult budget problem.
‘The stuff ahout using up every old pad of paper, even
with *Gov. John er™ on it, was just great.
Shu wuﬁsh focused.
baand uxm\mlicdc\tlapmmt Mo one will

crk
bo!h dinarily smart und i
would be not beyond their capacity to have in the
back of their minds creating an unusual platform
for 8 Democratic pahucmn, onc that actually
forces o fund, and of
how government ought to work. By so doing, they
would escape the "tax and spend” tag with which
big-government Democrats have been Jabeled for
decades and at the same time advocate for a gov-
crnment that carries out its important functions
in & focused and cost-cflicient way.

Hangon. The politics — not to mention the speedies
- u‘fhlr:nm‘ﬁ)ur)wsnwl‘ Dm\wnnlm\uyd.xﬂ'u-
ent g

Phit Power is the chairman of the board of the company Lhat
owns this newspaper. He would be pleased Lo get your reacs
tions to this column either at {734) 953-2047 o at
ppowerdhomezomenet.

humor, warmth and a clear,
yet altogether human, moral
compass.

I started watching him
again because of o conversa-
tion [ had a couple of weeks
ago, onc [ can't seem to get

out of my head.
Joni ﬁmsﬂnc nsked, *If you
had to decide today, would
l—M you 52y 'yea’ or ‘nay’ to the

pn.sldgnls planstogoto

war'

“We're already at war,” I said.

“That wasn't the question.”

It wasn't,

So 1 said, * have o 23-year-old son whoisa
second licutenant in the U.S. Army Reserves.
No, I don't want us to go towar”

Around the table, everyone agreed. We
were all parents and grandparents, all horri-
fied by the idea of sending our nation's best
and brightest onice more unto the breach.

No, 1 do not want the United States to
declare n war that has almost no hope of
eliminating the real threat to world peace,

With all duce respeet to Mr. Bush, the axis
of evil” argument doesn't sway me. The axis of
evil lies at the heart of humankind; it's the
darkness we hide within ourselves. Evil isn'ta
force embedied in one man or even 4 nation,
it's a pervasive intolerance, a natural condi-
tion evidenced by jealousy, anger, bloodlust
and hatred.

It’s everywhere. And good, not might,
dcslm)x evil.

Yes, I'm binsed. Of course, I 'm binsed, same
as every othar parent before every other war. 1
don't want to wonder every day where my son
is, whether he's dead - or worsc, elive and sul-
fering.

I want my son to have a long, happy and
healthy life. T want his marviuge to last long
enough for ngoldcn anniversary celebration. I
want him to enjoy his children and grandchil-
dren, to find a carcer that brings hin joy and
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pelling case, but for what? Some say more
investigation, Others believe a delay will only -
mean more lives lost.

1t sounds horribly sclfish, but I care about
one life: that of my son.

1 want him to never know the hard-
ships soldiers faced in Desert Storm or
Vietnam or Karea. When he looks back
on his life, I wish him only the most won-
derful memoricl, not those of death and
destruction. I don’t want his life irrevo-
cably altered by acts of war ordered in
the name of peace.

If there is war, I pray It will be swift and
certain, 5o very few military units will be
deployed.

l pray this fully realizing I am dmprnyng
for the deaths of other mothers' sons and
daughters,

1 know louder voices than mine will prevail.
Our president most likely will - with or with-
out our allies - declare war against a fanntie,
hate-driven force so pervasive it challenges all
that is good in our world.

Somewhere in a small foreign land, people
who wish to gain more power for themselves
are likely amassing chemical weapons so
powerful, even a small drop proves deadly.

Somewhere in the heart of our own land,
officials who already have a great deal of
pawer stand ready to deploy forces to make
sure those weapons aren’t used.

So I watched West Wing again last week
and felt somchow reassured by n president
in whom I have the utmost confidence, 8
man with a quick enough wit that [
Iaughed even though the story line includ-
ed the horrors of cthnic cleansing it a tiny
African country.

1t was a good show, with at least one happy
ending. I liked that part best.

Jonl Hubred is editor o the Farmington Observer, She
weitomes you comments I persan or by mail at 3341l
Grand River, farmington, Mt 48335; by phane, (248) 477-
S450; by lax, (248) 4T1-9722; or via e-mail,
jhubredZoe.homecomm.net.
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