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Falcons play well
in tourney loss

BY DAN D'REARA
SHIFWRINR

I"nrmlnrmn tigh gave n
comtnendable performance in a
losing couse Satetrdny in the
quarterfinals of the Unlverslty
of Mlchigan-Denshorn volley-
ball tournament.

The Faleens bantled state-
ranked Mount Clemens
Chippewa Valley in the gold
bracket playoffs before coneed-
tng 25-16, 25-18 victories to the
Big Reds.

Farmington had just pliyed
Chippewa Valley in the hast
round of pool play, and the Blg
Reds won that inntch, 25-19,
25-9,

The Falcous made a major
adjustment fur the retanteh,
according to coach Alex Perrin,
adding n fourth player to thelr
scrve-receive line nnd moving it
farther binck to defend against
the Big Reds’ strong servers.

“The scures were tot that
close, but the mateh was close,”
Perrn sald of the quarterfinal,
"It was like n college match.
Both teamas were making a lot
of nmazing digs and milies.

"t may very well have been
the most high-level match I've
ever conched. The level of plny
was absolutely amazing. It was
two power teams really golog nt
it, and neither team was mnk-
ing bad plays”

“Top-seeded Chippewa Valley
turned around and lost its
semifinal mateh to Chelsea,
whieh eventually won the tour-
nament.

Chlppewa Valley's only previ-
au losses were o defendin
Class B champion Mnrysvllre

OHI. foes
defeat on

Matters went from goud o
bad 1o worse fur the Plymouth
Whalers, whe played three
Ontardo Hockey League gunes
in three days for the second
consecutive weekeml.

Afler beating Saraia 6-2 on
Thursday in Samia, the
Whalers trveled ta Guelph o
take on the Storm on Priday.

‘The results weren't goo
After taking an early one-gonl
Tead, they fell behind by two
goals, battled back o koot it at
A-nll Inte in the third period,
then lost 423 by surrendering
the game-winner with 3:30

efl.

Plytsouth got back to
Compuware Arena's howe ice
for a game Saturday against
Owen Sound, but that didn't
tum out well either. The
Autack's goalie, John Ceci,
stopped 31 of 32 shots ina 2-1
Owen Sound win,

The Whalers remain in first
place in the OHLs West
Division with a 36
record (82 points), Owen
Souad, thind in the Midwest
Division, improved to 25-26-5-
3 (48 points), while Guelph was
23-26-9-2 (37 points), fourth in
the Midwest.

10 Priday’s Toss at Guelph, a
goal by Plymouth's Chiris
Thorhwm (assisted by Johin
Mitchell and Karl Stewart) at
4:08 of the fint period gave the
Whalers an early lead, 3t didn't
1ast; the Storm's Dustin Brown
ot the equalizer at 13:43 of the

YOLLEYBALL

and last year's Clasy A runnes-
up, Fraser,

“1 think we had taken some
wind out of their salls” Perein
said, “They didn't play well
agalnat Chelsen, and 1 think we
had a lot to do with that.

“Afeeward, the (Farmingtan)
girls saitk they were glad they
plnyed that match. It was prob-
ably the best preparation we
could have to get ready for
Mercy (in the distriet touroa-
ment Sattrday).

“I don't think anybody coulit
have sadd they beat ug onus.
We really improved our
defense, 1 think we played well
at the Wournament, so we feel
goudd about golng inte the dis-
triet”

11 mher pool-play matches,
Farmington defeated Dearborn
Edsct Ford (25-13, 25-22) and
Dearborn Helghts Hobichaud
(2514, 25-9).

Melissa Patterson aml Jessica
Janowicz hnd 17 kills apicce to
lead the Farmington attack.
Patterson also had 15 dlgs.

Deannn Ganer recorded six
kills, three blocks, two block
nsslsts and two aces, and setter
Lisa Hellebuyck had 58 ussists
in addition to six kills nod
SEVCN nces.

Drittaey Coleman bnd nlse
kills and seven digs, Jill
Alspach seven kills and three
aves, Marisa Matthys three kitls
and elght digs, Mullory
Annarion 14 digs and 23 serve
ice points (four wees),

inflict
Whalers

HOCKEY

fiest, and a pair of power-play
goals by Ryan Calluhan i the
seeond period put them up 31,

Jnmes Wisntewski (from
Canton) narrowed the gap for
the Whalers with a power-play
koal with just :02 leQ in the
second period (assisted hy
Stewart nmud Ryan Ramsay).
Mitchell tied it with 4:55 left in
regulation (Wisniewski, David
Litkiton assisting).

But Anron Lobb knocked in
e gameswinner for Guelph
Just 1325 hater,

Jelt Weber had 23 saves for
Phymouth; Andrew Peaner
made 23 stops for Guelph,

The Whalers never did lead
against Owen Sound Sunday.
The Attack got a power-play
goal frum Mark Giordanoe at
4:40 of the first period, but the
Whalers ticd it with just :33 let
in the period on a goal by
Mitchell (assisted by John
Vigilante and Liftiton),

The Attack’s Jeft’
Machermid got what proved ta
be the game-winner past
Whaler goalic Paul Drew at
6:21 of the second period.
Although the Whalers ontshot
Owen Sound -2 in the thind
period, they could nat get the
equalizee,

The Whaters host East
Division-leading Ottawa at
7:30 p.o. Priday and Sarnia at
230 . Satunday.

CC sending 5 to state meet

BY PAUL BLAVDRY
STAFE WRITER

A quintel of Redfond-Detroit
Catholic Central wrestlers
advanced to the state finnls
beginning on March 13 after
their performance at the
Division 1 individual regional
on Satucday at Novi.

“We toak eight in and got five
out,” said CC cvach Mike
Rodriguez. “You always figure
you are going to lose some, but
there's still disappointment
when it happens, It hurts when
they work hard and you're sad
that it's gonc for them.

The Shamrocks had a pair of
individunl winners on the after-
noon from Scan Dong at 103
pounds and Trevar Stewart at
160. Dong beat Salem’s Ryan
Stump in a major decision, 14-
1, while Stewart stopped
Hassen Bermi of Fordson, 5-1.

Matt Stes n\mN 7 was the run-
ner-up at 112, Josing to Dine
Monnett of Temperance
Bedfond, 9-5, and Rrad
Dartram was pinned in the 152-
pounud final by Matt Vilasca in
1:49.

CC's other placer was Sentt
Schwarrlose at 171, where he
finished fourth, Charlie Kovelte
at 152 and Kian O'Donohue at
145 both went 142 on the day
and came up a match short of
fyving for the state meet.
Heavyweight Pat Clark was
injured in his fint match of the
day. against eventual champion
Kyle Schuylet of Saline, and did
not cantinue

“The guys we have going are
good.” said Redsiguer “We
have two freshnien, a junior
and two saphomores, o that's a
good nuclens coming back”

preaueryd o6 Namacamm net L1 THIGRY 240r
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put it in. ‘That gave them an
apportunity, and they just ran
withit®

Blanchnard had gone behind
the net ta clears the puck but
samehow it wound up on the
xtick of Mike land, who passed
it 10 Kelth Iay sear the bl
{ine between the faccofTeircles

Blanchaed was unable to et
taek fnto his net I thme, and
Hay had s open lane in winch
1o score. (Hls gond cut the mar-
gin to 42 with 12110 I"““

Just 1215 later the
slived the deficit 10 43w |!h the
help of n couple of fertunate
bounees.

A shot by CCs 1ef) defens
man was hlicked at elose range
by Nick Hermiz, nel the puck
bounced nearly steaight buck to
center ice.

Hawd owtraced n CC defend-
er to the puck, broke in on
Manchnrd and fired o shot the
CC netminder blocked. But the
puck came vight hack to Hand,
nnd hie was able 10 seore on the
rehaund,

LR

Catholie Central's Tim Bultery dives at the puck in an aitempt to stop a shat
by Farmington Uniflad's Phit Scott in & regionat tournament game Tuesday.

A Shumeock defender pre-
served the Jead with 4:40 to
play when be blocked an
attempt by Hay to seure from
eight in front of the net.

‘The Flyers made a niec!
timed timeout call with 55 see-
ondls left. Top-scorer Hay had
just gone ofl the jec after n
minute of playing time. ‘fhe
timeout gave him enough of a
rest to finish the game.

“If we had ted it up in the

Tast twao minutes,” Vellueed said,

“we all felt that with the heart
this tesnm has that we would
wint it i evertine or in the last
minutes,

“But they're n great team,
They're the four-time defend-
ing state champs. They were a
little deeprer, n little better”

“I was pacing a bit more at
the end of tl than | did
at the beginnin,
“That's a goed hockey teant.

“Fhey did o good jub”

Farmington was outshot in
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St Joha said.

the game, 2823, but CC domi-
nated the first period by a
much greater murgin than the
14-8 shot mergin showed.

Naurato broke a scoreless tic
with 2:12 left in the first period,
and he scored 6n a power play
right nt the end of the period.

Nathan Perkovich hiked the
leud to 3-0 eardy in the second
period, jamming bome a loose
P

ck i front of Allor.
rminglon cut the lead to 4-
1 tminutes fnter on a power play,
with Hay boatning in g
tebornd of wshot by Brett
alred.

“It Junt camne dowit to 6 eou-
ple of lucky bounces on thelr
part)” Vettueed said, “Theyre a
seteran team, They have s lot of
skilled players.

“1old our guys they hid
nathing to be nshamed of this
seasam, 1t was an honor, o
plensure to conch them?™

‘The paiting of the highest.
ruted teams in the state In the
first round of the tournament
won't 1ali CC 1 sheep,
said. "We both show
nervousness,” hie said. "But none
of the games we play ix going o
be easy. In the playofls, you
never know what to expeet”
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