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Lakers
frustrate
Groves'
title hopes

BY MARTY SUDKER
STATF WRITER

Bleminghain Groves had
chnnee to wrap up the Oaklnnd
Activities Association Division
H boys basketball champl-
onship Tuesday evening on its
home court. West Bloomfield
wouldn't let it happen.

‘West Bloomfield registered a
come-from-behind, §2-51 tri-
umph ta remain one game
behind the division-leading
Falcons with one game left on
the regular-season schedule,

Groves leads Division IT with
an 11-2 recard, while West
Bloomficld stands at 10-3,
Groves concludes its season at
home Friday against Troy
Athens while West Bloomficld
plays on the road against
defending Class B state cham-
pion Auburn Hills Avondnle.
The Falcons can still win the
division title with a victory over
the Red Hawks,

“We know Groves has a good
team, but we just wanted to
come over here and show
everybody that the first time
wasn't a fluke,” sald coach Larry
Moore, whose Lakers defeated
Groves earlier this year at West
Bloomficld by three points.

“We wanted to let Groves
know that strange things have
happened, Before my guys went
out (twu players suspended for
two games) we were right there
with them as far as us tied for
the league lead.

“We came ready to play and
we wanted to show them that
we play ball in West
Bloomficld,” he said.

The Lakers played from
behind most of the game, but
rallied In the fourth quarter
whea senfor guard Mando
Martin canned one of two free
throws with 6.7 seconds
remaining to put West
Bloomficld on top, 52-51.

The Falcons took the ball out
of bounds, but had a despern-
tion three-point shot attempt
bounce off the front of the rim.

It was a somber Groves fock-
er room afterwands,

“We played poorly. We shot
pootly and we made poor deci-
sions,” sald Groves coach Bill
Norton. “We just haven't played
this poorly. We've played well
this year, but not tonight. It's
extremely frustrating (not to
have wrapped up the title).

“We have ta shoot better,
handle the ball better, feed the
con better and compete better,”

e said. "We have very, very
high expectations (in the
upcoming state tournament),
and we won't go very far if we
play like this”

After spotting the deter-
mined Lakers a 6-0 lead,
Groves scored 10 of the next 15
points - al! from senior forward
Vova Severovas, The Falcons
and Lakers were tied by the end
of the first quarter, 14-14,

Groves netted a pair of treys
(Severovas and MI‘::
Salciccloli) to begin the second
quarter to take alend it would
not relinguish until the final
seconds, The Falcons held a 30-
26 halftime lead and each team
cored a doxen third-quarter
Foinu. ?mr maj nul(inrd lh)c
four-point advantage (42-38

heading into the final eight
minutes and held a 49-42 lead
with 4:48 remaining after sen-
for guard Giordan Watson
canned a three-pointer.

From that point on, West
Blocmficld outscored the
Faloons, 10-2, Junior guard
David Mervitt hit a three-point
shot to give West Bloomfield a
51-49 lead. With 1:01 remain-
ing, Scverovas lald in a basket
off an in-bounds play to tie the
game at 51-all,

West Bloomfield then ran the
dock down 13 10 seconds.
Moore called a time-out to set
up a play, and that's when
Martin was fouled while taking
the in-bounds pass to the hoop.
He misaed the first shot, but the
eventual winning point fell
through deanly to keep his team
alive in the Division 11 race.

"We came ready defensively. I
thought we played & very smart,
strong defensive game,” said
Moore. “We played very well
(against Severovas) in the sec-
ond half and that was crucial”
whim was lcdl‘xbihSutm;m
3 a game-high 18 points
and 13 rebounds.
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' THE WEEK AHEAD !

BOYS BASKETRALL
Friday. Fe0.28
M. farmington at Lakser, T4S pm.
Ok Pyrk al farm Rarrbson. T pm
farmingion at Madinon. 7 pm.
GRS VOULYBALL
Setundary, March )
Clany A district tourmnaments
o lon High $chool
Berhley () v3 Mercy ¢0), 4 pm
Southlield vs Southlield Latheup 5 pm:

fatmglon vs A8 wivner § pm. chaniga
omhip Tpm

ot Mok High School
Walied Lave C2afral (A1 vy Watleg Labe
Weslern (8).10 am; farminglon Hasrson vi
Kavi 15 miaules alter firs] match, Koeth
Farmingion vi A R winner, 15 menutes afler
second msteh championthip. Y5 menutes atter
1hied malch

BOYS HOCKEY
Divisson ) tegioral tournament
(Redford Cetholic Central host)
Monday, Feb. 24: Royal Oak Kimbatl (A}
¥s. Oearbora [dse) Ford (BL 5 p.m.
Bitmingham Groves {C) vs. Livoniz
Stevenson (D), B p.m. Both games at
Redford Arzna,

 Fed. 25 Lvonie Churchid () vs.
Redford Union {F). 5 prm. 2t Reclord Arens;
Redfcrd-Deltoit Calhotic Cenltal (G} vs.

Tarmington Unified (H). 8 pm at Compunare
Ly

Thursday, Feb. 27: A'B wivner vs. €0
winner, 5 pm. E-f winnet vs, G H micner, §
pm. Both games at Redford Arena.

Saeturdyy, Morch t Champonship, 8 pin o
Redlotg Areoa (Waner abiacet [0 the 1tate
quartecTngl Yirdoesday, Marth &, #0imi the
At Abed Jkron teonal micoet af Rec!x]
Asera b

GIRLS HOCXEY
Saturday, Mach |
Uercy ve Kot ptie, A 3D pm
2 Sutuchar: Trareing Conter
ONTARIO NIOCRLY LLACUL
Friday. Feb 20
Otawa ot Figmouth Whalers. 7 30 pim
Saturday, March1
Sarnia al Flymouth ¥halers 110 pm
CiRLS GIMASTK'S
Saturday, March )

Reglonal fournament
Tri-Fatminglon will hoit meet at
Tarminglon hiaining Center, JEA

BOYS SWIWUING.
Saturday, March i
Catholic Leaque mevt at Dondero, TBA
PREP SKIING
Monday, feb. 24
State championships in Marguelle, TEA.

GYMNASTICS

FROM PAGE Bt

were favored two years ago and
ended up second. Northville-
Novi bent them.”

Inwyer mald it's not so frustrat-
ing, having a good tepin when
Adams is gexodd, too. 1t's all about
the vompetition, and his gym-
nasts have shawn they ean com-
pete with the best,

“U'm just thieilled that we ean
eomipete nt this level!” he snid.
“When you can compete with
the tugs teamsn in the state, it gets
your ndrennline golng.

It's great competition, so
that's why I keep coaching. 1
think the girls thrive on that,
and it has created a great atmos-
pher he gym.”

‘Iri-Farmington has been beset
by tnjury and illness, making its
continued success all the more
impressive, according to Dwyer.

Alyse Quinn didn't compete in
the OAA meet duc to an injury,
and Daynn Warheit probubly
wouldn't have cither except she

was a little less injured than
Quinn.
“I give her 2 ton of credit for

“just competing.” Dwyer said.

*That's where the depth of our
team helps, because Kelly
Patrick came thruugh strong on
beam vitha 9.9°

‘I¥i- Farmington's Clara
Seymour was filth and Patrick
ninth in the Division I abl
around, and Warhirit was fourth
in Diviaion 11,

The vther gitly competing for
‘Tri-Farmington were Sara
Houchine, Caitlyn McPtherson,
Ischel Wasson, Snrah
‘Tomkovich and Lindsay Smith.

“I'mn just really happy with the
team,” Dwyer said. “Fhey're 8
very gutsy team., We might have
two healthy girls on the whole
team. Lveryone is hurt, but we're
doing a great job.

*It’s a tough sport. Toward the
end of the scason, you get beat
up. I think we're going through a
couple boxes of tape a week. But
they're holding it together and
they're not letting down.

"We have two more weeks to
get through, and these two

weeks mean a lot. It's probably
more of an attitude, & mental
game, than.it is physical right
now. They're staying tough and
vorking hard”

Tri-Farmington enters the
final phase of the season and will
be host for a regiona) meet at 9
a.m. Saturday at the Parmington
Tralning Center.

‘The top three teams, top eight
gymnasts in each event and the
tp six all-arounders will qualify
for the state champlonships
March 7-8 at Plymouth Canton
Fligh Schou).

QAKLARD ACTIVITEES RSSOCATION
DAVISION [ GYRMASTICS WZET
. ety
Yault: 6. Clara Seymout, 91 1. toitlyn
WePherson 90 A tindsay Smith 895 9. Rachel
Wasson, 89,
Bars B. Sara Howeking, 91 10. Clita Septour
85, 2. Serah Tomkovich, 8.55: 11 Kelly Pairick,
L)

Beam; 2. Clara Seymour, 9.5: 5. {tle) Kelly
Patrick and Lindsay $mvth, 9.3, 7. S4ra Houthins,

floor: 2. Sara Houchins, 9.55: 10. tindsay
Smith, 9.3; 1. Clara Seymour, 92: 12. Cantlyn
McPherzon, 9.05.

Allerourst §. Clara Seyinour, 3640, 9. Kelly
Patnick, 349, Division It: 4. Dayny Warheid, 110.
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FREE PHONE

after $100 mail-in 5 bate

- PO | SRR

when | know I'll get
the call I'm waiting for,

th

up

600 anytime minutes

at's mLife.

sign up today for the
mLIFE LOCAL PLAN
from AT&T Wireless

unlimited
night & weekend

minutes

to

plus got

nationwide long distance

all from your Home Service Area

¥39.99. o
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