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Quaint with many shades of

BY XORMA AND WINDY SCHONRETTZR
CORRESAONDINTS.

trefand is comprised of more
shades of green than yon ean
count. Not highly populated,
the counteysicle is generally
agriculrural with ratling hitls
dottect with sheep. Cities are
relatively smatl and towns are
quaint amt celorful with paint-
o storefronts, Must of the cities
we visited weee casily watkable,

Temperatures are mild by oue
standands, ranging from the 70s
tu the +0s with rain alwaysa
pxexsibility, Prohably the best
motths for pewee and weather
are April, May and October,

Pack  sturdy pair of shoes,
umbrells, easual clothes, wind-
hreaker and sweater or sweat
shirt. You'll find the peaple
friendly und euger 1o help.

Bring « hearty nppetite, The
cuivine is casmapolitan, lrish
breakfusts nre substantial, pors
tions are amsple, especially the
varied vegetahles. Root vegeta-
Bles like turaip, weee mixed
with othee vegetahles. Salnds

the package that includes aie-
fare foom their hame city and
aieport transfers. Wyon plan to
visit the United Kingdom first,
and book the land-only packs
age, your trip will begin in
Dublin. The most popular trips
in Ireland seem to be for ane
week to ten days, teaversing the
southern part of Ireland from
Dublin to Kilkenny, Waterford,
Cark, Blarney, Kenmare and
Kiltarney, then up the west
coast to Limerick and Gabway
hefore returning to Dublin.

BUS TRAVEL

Bus tours in Ireland offer
some advantages. You don't
have to drive the rural roads,
you'll see a Tot of tourist high-
lights, and get a guide 1o explain
itall.

Dublin, the lnrgest city and
capltol of Teeland, is home to liv
erary ginnts Bernard Shaw,
Jounthan Swift, Oscar Wilde
and James Joyee, A mecen fog
the erudite 1z the Dublin
Writers Museum, huu\ul ina

wete alinest non , but
delicious sups delighted onr

t I salmom, enught in
s, i popular and
delicious. To aue surprise, coftee
e uppeatesl every-
ent in the simatl towny
hose the seven-day Irish
Higitights Toar from Trafidgar
“Tours. Most participants opt for
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Dublins attraetions rnge from
castles and museaens to art gal-
leries and cathedruls,

A historicatly ententaining
place to visit s the Gouinness
Storehouse, Onee the hose of
the worlds most fimons brew-
eries, it now dueplets the 250
yrar history of beer-making. At
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WIN FREE TI(KETS!

Deliciously Silly Doings
Down South!
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by torry Shue

FEB 12 - MAR 9
starring TED RAIMY

Tickets stort of just S19!

T
(248)377-3300

CR0UP DISCOUNTS (248) 370-3314
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The labulous 100 mlie Ring of Kerry traverses & peninsula with 1he most sce-

nlc views of beautlful Dingle Bay,

the cnd of the tour i the
Gravity Bar where visltors
recelve a free plat of stout or
st andd a speetacular view off
Dablin.

“The buikding alsu houses
restunrant and ot exhibit,
y ‘Tuur, ofterd by Hop on-
Iluu()ﬂ‘ I3 grent “u\ to s
the sights, The tours, Trestin,
ane haur wnd 18 minotes, ufhm
you to hop enoroffut any of
he 16 stops, Buses leuve every
10 minutes.

CASTLES, CRYSTAL

Next on to Kilkenny to see lts
aneient castle, n medlevul
furtress, on 50 acres, and
Reginaldx Mwer, dating from
ADL 1002, e route to the
Waterfurd Ceystal Gallery, the
No. 1t attrnetiun, founded in
1780,

Several movies have been
made in Ireland, lncluding
Ryanr’s Wifeand Hraveheart.
Irelund is also the biethplaee of

some well-hoown actars toclud-
ing Pieree Hrosnan and Petes
O Thole, We stappesl in
Youghal, where Moby Dick was
flmed, and teaveled on to Cork
to visit IMarncy Castle, The ens-
tle was bt In 1444, and
atthough whnt reanalns Is a shell
of a massive squaze tower, [t
fasmous for the Blaeney Stone,
1t dtifficult tu reach but thut
does not stop tourists from Kl
T it o nequire the “gift of gab”
e bus covered the fabula
100 raile Ring of Kerry. The

green, Ireland's a gem

IF YOU 60

Tour companiess to explore inchude:
W Tralatgar Tours - (800) 222-
131, www Lrafalgartours.com

Go Ahead Touts - (800) 242-
4686,

v gosheadvacalions com

@ for information about Ireland
call The Yrish Tourist Board (800) -
223-6410, :
wrwrwirel le. t:mail

roatd traverses a ps Ia with
the mast scenie views of the
pmlN of MacGiteuddy's Recka,
clifls, Jesh Lakes of Killneney,
lwmluﬂ and beautiful Dingle
Sy, Luach was ot Waterville on
the Atlantic Ocean, loeation of
Chiardie Chaplin’y hidewny,

Adtare, the tiind largest city
and @ port on the River
Shanpon, is a lavely village with
thatehed roofs and “Tudor-style
hauses, A visit to the medieval
Bunratty Castle gave us the
chatiee to see o restored ensthe
with nutheutle ferni
trivs il works oF asl
is the focud point uf a 20-nere
theme park, Buntutty Fulk Park,
“TThls it re-vreatiun of n by pical
Wik century trish villuge with
thutebuedd cottnges, femhunses,
villnge streets with shops aud
pub, all opea fur hrowsing. 1
retlnded us of wamall-seake
Greenfield Village,

" & MUSIC NINTENDO & SEGA VIDEO GAMES, f
GLASSWARE DINNERWARE FLATWARE& MORE' '

inforry @irkshtouristboard.com. |
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Galway Is 6 munjor city witha

Iation of 57,000, 19 well-
for fts unlversity and the
traditfonal Claddagh ring, with
clasped hands representing
friendahip, n symlal dating from
Roman times,

At the eslnunatlon of a trip to
feelund everyone should take in
a gl rish dlinoee shaw con-
alsting of 0 comeding, dngers,
and o course, Irish Jum\n We
it see ane leprechaan, but in
the sen af green that Is Irelnnd,
they nre ensily camouflaged.

Norma and Wendy Schonwelter ate a
malher-daughiel travel wiiling feam.
Notema lives in Tarmington Hills and
wendy In Sealtle,
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