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Westland school district.

“Bverything happens for 8
reason,” Rohn said, °I got Jaid
off nine years in & row at Wayne
Westland. You'd spend the first
four weeks at home wondering
if you were going to work or not.
1t was horribly stressful, but if it
hadn't happened, I wouldn't be
looking for anather job. Bad
things happen for a good rea-
son. If you are fucky, you find
out the good reason.”

Though a number of people
gffered her thir cell phones so
she could tell her husband the
goad news, Rohn declded to
wait and surprise him when she
drove the new vehicle home.

. She hos n free use of the car
for one year, which includes
maintenance and Insurance.
Rohn picked from 26 different
models including Mazdas,
Nissans, VWs, an Acura,
Chryslers, Jeeps and Hondas.

“This is what ']you call shop-
ping.” Rohn said.

Dan Hiller, general manager
for Suburban Hondn, Acura,
Chirysler and Jeep, all on
Haggesty Road, explained Rohn
wasn't getting a free lease but
usc of the car fur unc yrar,

Hiller, along with David
Parker, & fixed operator director
for the Suburban Collection,
and David Fischer, who wns
representing hls father, the
gwner, were present at
Farmington High School when
the nnnouncement was made.

Rolin's name was pulled ina
drawing with the names of two
other district teachers of the
year. All wese selected by com-
mittee.

‘Tom Sercgnet, an eighth-
grade social studies leacher
from Warner Middle School,

-and Diane Hanaway, a fourth-
grade teacher from Wood Creek
Elementary, also received
.awards Monday.

‘The district was extremely
nppreciative nnd would have
Ii{:cd all three teachers to have
the use of a car, Maxfick! said.
Hiller said the dealership wasn't
aware three teachers would be
honored. “We nssumed there
was only one teacher of the
year,” Hiller sald,

The dealesship hadn’t consid-
ered a possihility, for example,
of pechaps having the three
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Farmlngton High Schaol Principal
John Barrett ushers Paula Rohn into
her room for the blg announcement.

teachers divide the use of the
ear during the vourse of the
yeas, Hiller sald, However, he
added, “We don't want to make
this too complicated.”

Rohn hias been a teacher at
Farmington High School since
September 1989, She teaches
grades 9-12, teaching advanced
placement classes, an advanced
calculus class, pre-caleulus and
algebrn. She has been chairman
of the mathematies department
at Farmington High since 1992,

Rahin wns a presenter at the
annual DACTM Mathematics
Canference in 2001, She's been
a member of the district math
curriculum and text sclection
cotnmittec since 1995. She's
organized a team of middle
schuol and high school math
teachers in order to create
stooth transition from middle
to high schoals since 2000,

Sinoe 1997, she's been the
chnirwoman of SMART
(Student Mannged Academle
Resaurce Time), the organizing
team that manages block sched-
uling.

Rohn sald she never wanted
to be anything but a teacher and
alwnys loved math. When she
was f)n fth grade, the nuns who
taught at 5¢. Mary's of Wayne
would nsk her lnr{lcl explain
math to her {ellow classmates,

*Ry the time | got to high
school, my friends were ealling
wie on the phone (saying), ‘Help
nse with math,” she sald.

still, nothing prepared her for
the teacher of the year honor —
or her new, flashy ride.

“This I3 just tow crazy for me,”
Rohn said,

Al the district's teachers of
the year will be honored at the
March 18 Farington school
baard mecting and are eligible
for an Onkland County award.
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3 honored as best of the best

BY SUE BUCK
STAFF WRITER

Three Farmington Public
Schools teachers have been
honored as the best of the best
within their district.

‘They're now candidates for
the 2002-2003 Oakland
County Quistanding Teacher of
the Year Award.

Farmingtan Public Schools
Superintendent Bob Maxficld
1ed an entourage of school offi-
cials to ench school March 3 to
personally inform each teacher.

*I'm sure you probably
thought this was the Publishers
Clearing House,” Maxfield sald
10 an audience of Warner
Middle School students.

‘Thomas Seremet, who teach-
es eighth grade American
History and the Old West at
‘Warner, was honored along
with Paula Rohn, a math
teacher at Farmington High
School (see related story, page
A1) and Dinnc Hanaway, o
faurth grade teacher at Wood
Creck Elementary School.

Al three will also be recog-
nized at the March 18
Farmington Schiool Board
meeting.

Maxfietd read from the noml-
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The scmewhat abashed Tom Sesemet
listens to the accolades from stu-
dents and peers.

*“Mr. Scremet has turned my
absulute worst subject into my
favorite,” wrote student
Samantha Felnberg, "He does-
n't teach the regulur perfuncto-
ry way, by reading out loud
from the book and answering
questions. He teaches in a man-
ner that causes teachers lavgh-
ter and smiling faces, things
not all teachers see from their
His class Is the elass 1

nation apphicati

included statements from fel-
low teachers, parents and stu-
denty.
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wait for all day. Mr. Seremet
excites his students with his
lectures” .

Diane Hanaway Is 8 fourth-grade’
teacher at Wood Creek Etementary
Schaol.

Seremet started teaching in
the district in 1998 and has
been at Warner since 2000.
*Several students nnmct.l.fnr

lent's

Fellow teachers streamed inta
Hanaway'’s room, offering huga.
“On a scale from one to 10,
she's infinity,” said student

“Tommy Vento.

Fourth grade teacher Christi
Cronin praised Hanowny's
teaching style in the nomina-
tion application.

“Dianc’s ability to take her
Tesson plans und transform
themn Into something much
more meaningful for her stu-
dents is truly an art,” Cronin
suid. *In addition, her unflag-
ging enthusinsm for her stu-
dents and colleagues encrgizes
and inspires our entire learnkng,
community.”

* Alyssa Fibruszi, a former
third grade stdent, said
Ianaway helped her learn how
ta become organized. "1 hope
you won't leave Wood Creek
because there arc a lot of kids
who can benefit from your
tenching,” Fibruzzi wrote.

Hanaway called the award

he Superil

Award have named Tom s an
influential teacher,” wrote
teacher Mary Leyman,

Seremet was both pleased
and surprised,

*1 wish I had thought nbout
my wardrobe,” he quipped.

‘At Wood Creck since 1990,
Hanaway was quietly working
with a student when the group
arrived to announce her award.

overwhel “I'm truly hon-
ored and very fattered,”
Hanaway said. “Every year, U've
had the best group of kids and [
tell them that every single day. I
push hard, sometimes, I think,
maybe too hard. I always tell
my students you get what you
ask for. If you don't ask for any-
thing, you don’t get anything”
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