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Changes
ahead in
education
scene

uch is happening relat-

ed to education in

Lansing with the State
Legislature and our new
governor, Jennifer
Granholm, How will this
affect us in Farmington?

After Granholm was elect-
od in November, I spoke
with former state Sen. Bilt
Bullard Jr. He said,
“Abolishing the State Board
of Education,” which he
thinks, "is a useless debating
society, would be a g
idca. However, if that does-
n't hoppen, then the gover-
nor aught to appoint the
State Board. That's onc area
of focus in education.

State Superintendent Tom
Watkins said, “There needs
to be a vote of the people to
change the selection of the
State Board members.”
Whether this will occur in
the near future scems doubt-
ful, becnuse Michigan hes a
budget crisis, which will
indeed impact education.

There is 1 $1.8 billion
shortfall, roughly, for the
2004 budget year beginning

Oct. 1. Rick Simonson, an
cducational consultant in
Lansing said, “cuts will be
coming, There is n $280 mil~
lion dollar deficit now for
2003." How will this impact
cducation? Our Farmington
“Schools will sec the $6,700
per pupil foundation grant
cut by $44. That means a loss
to the schools of $630,000.
This will happen March 1.

State Rep. Aldo Vagnozzi
{D-Farmington Hills) said
the economy is not turning
around that quickly and
retail sales are down.
Michigan is realizing less tax
revenues, which fund educa-
tion. Vagnozzi further snys
school districts will have to
use their “rainy day funds.”
Many alder districts don't
have much left.

1t looks like school districts
will have to lighten their
budgets, at least until the
business climate turns the
cormner, Vagnozzi and Watkins
both do not belicve there will
be any tax increnses.

State Senate Finance
Committee Chairwoman
Nancy Cassis, also vice chair
of the Educatlon
Committee, has locked into
her crystal ball and still
hopes there will be adequate
funding for carly reading

programs.

“Children need excellent
readlig resources and dal-
lars need to be put i read-
ing programs,” said Cassis.

Charter schools, which are
public schouls, nre needed in
some arees where parents
require s cholce, said Cassis.
Watkins concurred.

1t would be no surptise if
we see more chaiter schools
in the future.

Watkins wants to raise the
age at which students can
leave achool from 16 to 18
years. This would help stu-
dents who need further
motivation and, pes 3
assure them a sucoesstul
future, Jt would also put tax
dollars into school districts,
Youngsters would, hopefully,
mature In the two extm
years and see the value of an
edueation.

1fanyone has u solution to
the $135 miltion shortfall In
state aid for education this

Watkins would like to hear
from you. E-mail him at
Michigan.gov/mde. All ideas
are welconte.

Baonce Bum s a Farmington Hills
resident and requiar contributor to
he Farmington Observer.

hey came to Raly, they saw
the sights and almost conquered
the world - the synchronized
figure skating world, that is.

Marie Pacini of Farmington Hills is
post of Team Elan, & synchronized
skating team based out of the Detroit
Skating Club in Bloomfield Hills. The
23-person team placed second
recently in Milan, Italy, and will com-
pete again soon in Huntsville, Ala.,
where members hope to qualify for
world competition.

Pacini, 17, and a senior at Mercy
High School, sald coming off compe-
tition from Italy was "very cxciting.

“We were very close to the first place
team from Finland, but unfortunately
they won out.” She said it was her first
international competition.

Skaters compete
for chance at
Nationals

The skater said she started in fig-
ure skating when she was 6 years old.
"My brather played hockey and |
saw the other skaters and T just want-
cd to be like them. I've been doing it

every since” she said.

Marie is the daughter of Richard
and Christine Pacini.

Laura Friedman, 16, a Salem soph-
omore of Cantun and Michelle
Manery, 16, a Salem junior of
Plymouth also traveled with the
team,

If the skaters place among the tap
two teams in the National
Synchronized Skating
Championships in Alabama, they will
qualify to compete against other
teams from around the world in
world championship competition.

Story by.Heather Needham - Staff Writer

Laura Frisdman of Canton, left, and Michelte Manery of Ptymouth, both 16-year-cld Salem High School stu:leg!: and members of the Team Elan Senlor sy
thelr on-ice talents at the Plymouth Cultural Center,

Friedman and Manery are part of
‘Team Elan's senior division, which
has skaters mnging in age from 15
to 26. Teaum Elan is based at
Bloomficld Hills' Detroit Skating
Club.

PLAYING TO THE CROWDS

Frivdman said despite the cotn-
petltive nature of figure skating.
having fun is very important.

*T just like showing the crawd 2
good time and performing ta ther”
Fricdman

M.

d she appreciates fig-
ure skating because of its artistry.

“1 enjoy the presentation aspeet of
skating and the gracefulness of it”
she said.

Cheering then on in Milan were
Fricdman's parents, Pat and Mike,
and Manery’s parents, Laurie and
Kris.

Pat Friedman said that in one
way, the parents had more fun in
Ttaly than their daughters.

*“We got to see Florence and
Venice - the statue of David was
unbelievable” she said. Because her
daughter was so busy on the ice, she
did not get as much of a chanee to
see the sights.

The skaters bath seemed mndest
when asked how much they want to
win in Alabama. But their parents
told a different story.

“Her mnin goal is to make it to the
world championship” Maneny’s

skating team,

mother said.

Friedman’s mother said, “She
knows they have a chance ta make
the top two (in Alabama).”

Their toughest competition will
come from the Crystallettes, n
Dearbarn skating team; the
Haydencttes, of Lexington, Mass.
and Miami University of Ohio's syn-
chronized team.

‘A GRUELING SPORT*

At the helm of Team Elan is coach
Jeannine Cullen of Rochester Hills.
She said that it's not casy to become
apart of Team Flan,

“Even present skaters have ta
audition for a spot,” Cullen said. “It's
& pretty grucling sport”

"feam Elan members train togeth-
erup to 12 hours per week. and also
train on their own. Off-ice condi-
tioning includes running, weight
lifting, acrobic exercise and stretch-
ing. They also must maintain train-
ing logs.

In the near future, synchronized
skaters may be able to go for the
gold. Cullen said she hopes one day
it is an Olympic sport.

“Right now we are hopeful that it
will be included in the 2006
Olympics in Italy,” she said.

- Staff writer Paul Face also conttibutec to
this story
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some of

BY PAUL R PAZE helped her with her special
SIASF WRIR needs, even offering hera
cholce of interpreters.
With her hands, Sue Joseph She started classes in sum-
gave the commencement wmcr 2000,
address to her fellow g Joseph's cl. treated
at Walsh College in January. her “wonderfully” The most
The Farmington Hills resi- difficult part, she said, was “not
dent, who was born deaf, com-  being able to hear or lip-read
municated her thoughts and understand more than two
through the voice of fellow peo {:lr at the same time.”
graduate, Cathy Stoner, She sald other people with
Joseph grew up In maln- disabilities thinking of a high-
stream schools, where deaf stu-  cr-education degree should *go
dents had to learn speech. for it. Be prepared to work and
I wasn't allowed to learn study harder;” she stated, and
il lﬂuw because it was “be as independent as much as
bc%?m that whenadeafper-  youcan’
son doesn't speak, hie o she
would become helpless,” she STANDING OVATIOH
said. :
“But as | learned sign lan- Nick Bershback, accounting
it opened up anew professor at Walsh, taught
world for me, as I connected Joseph In two financial
the finger-spelling Into words  accounting classes.
and the concept of signs Inta He noted students gave
meanings.” ! Joseph a standing ovation after
After stiending s college her commencement addirss.
years ago that had no support “Ive been going to Walsh
system for the dea!, she told her uations for 22 years and
Fellow graduates, Walsh College  that was the first standing ova-

tion,” he said.

‘Through an interpreter.
Juseph was able to be like nny
other member of the classroom,
he said.

*{t wax n wonderful learning
experience for us as it was for
her,” the teacher said.

He said Joseph was a diligent
student with a good sense of
humor.

*She chosc one of the more
difficult degrees, a bachelor's in
accounting. We admived her
acceptance of the challenge.
She struggled like most stu-
dents do at times but she never
gave up.”

Joseph has three grown chil-
dren with her busband,
Courtncey.

She is looking for wark in the
nccounting field and in the
meantime is studying for her
cettification exam.

Joseph has a few tips for pen-
Elc dealing with others whn

ave hearing impairments:

B When acknowledging a
persank deafhess, ealmly use
proper gestures if possible.

W 1n classroams, denot be
afraid to ask or write a deaf
person for help with assign-
ments o projects.

Involve himoor het inyour
assigned group team ot your
study growp.

Walsh grad, born deaf, delivers stirring commencement speech

_c0\LLEG
Farmington Hills resident Sue Joseph gave the commencement address at
Walsh Colleqe in Janvary, with the assistance of fellow qraduate, Cathy
Stoner,

8 tn workplaces: "Let a deaf
persan be a part of your work-
ing envirvnment. You will be
glad to have himor hertabe a
member of your team.”
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