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Column misrepresented
group's purpose in protest

he hearts and minds of our young people are

at stake. Our socicty exalts power over peace,

maoral relativism over objective truth. Thus,
many parents choose (o send their teenngersto n
Catholic high schoo! so these young people may
be exposed to enduring Christinn vaiues,

But when Mercy High School permitted “Lunch
with Jennifer Geanholm® as an auction item in its
recent fund-raiser it paid honor to the chicf

pakesp for nbortion in Michigan. The
Catholic witness owed to these young women
Jezders of tomorrow was compromised. The Stop
Granholm Church and Truth
Project protested Mercy's deci-
sion. Farmington Observer edi-
tor Joni Hubred mi: d

Just because something is the law of the land
doesn't mnke it right or moral.

Merey High School - a Catholic school - failed
to consider what Granholm represents within the
context of Catholic social justice teaching.
Granholm uses her civil power to deny the
unborn their right to life. She promotes the atroc-
ity of leggalized abortion. By ulﬁ;wlng the
Granholm auction itetn, school ad

Weeklong event calls attention
to needs of the uninsured

arch 10-16 [s “Cover the Uninsured
Week”

Events are planned each day that week
throughout the United States and the metro
Detroit arca to bring attention to the plight of
the more than one million individuals in
Michigan who are uninsured. Having heslth
care coverage - whether through an employ-
cr, an individually purchased plan, or a pub-
Tt hoosubsidized “is 2

sent the distinct message that the torture and
slaughter of the unborn is of little or no conse-
quence. This is the real problem behind the whale
Mercy High School debacle.

1 am confident that if Granholm were known as
& racist and held scgregationist views, Agnes
M whoisc itted to legalized abortion,

the goals of our group and made
many (alse accusations about
our methods of protest.

Our group has scverely eriti-
cized Gov. Granholm for sup-
porting legal abortion in contra-

Monica diction to the Catholic faith that
Migliorine she publicly professes. We have
held several demonstrations to
{ Mitier

educate the public, particularly
the Catholic Inilhﬁlf We have
also distributed thousands of
picces of I plaining how G Im's
sition cannot be recanciled with her faith and
ow her opposition is 4 scandal to the church and
1o socicty. We have never descended to derogatory
remarks or name-calling. We have always sought
to express our concerns with reasoned argument.
The flier Ms. Hubred referred to in her article
was never authorized by our group. If whoever
distributed it had asked our permission it would
have not been granted. Our steering if

and the rest of Merey's administrators would
never have auctioned ofT a lunch with her in the
name of providing an educational opy ity for
its students, Tolerance would have been com-
pletely out the window, and rightly so! The real
Catholic educationn) opportunity was missed, the
educational opportunity to stand up fur the
oppressed - in this case, the outeast unborn. The
girls at Mercy could have learned a lot from such
an authentically Catholic witness.

The Stop Granholm Church and Truth Project
is really part of a much larger national movement
within the Catholic church to end a scandal.
Hubred's defense of the governor and of Mercy
High Schoal fails to appreciate the spiritual prin-
ciple of our issue. Can a Catholic who promotes
such an atrociously unjust law as Roe vs, Wade be
permitted to eat the most sacred Body of Christ?
A spiritual contradiction exists here and needs to
be directly addressed by the bishops. :

We have cvery right to shed light on this pro!
lem ~ todi picket, distrit inl

y g 110 each
indivi ing.
Additionally, health care age is a vital
clement for assuring that our state’s economy
is productive and able to
compete with other states

and nations in attracting
Jjob-creating investments. As
such, it is of coneern that
about two-thirds of those
who are uninsured are those
who are working, or who are
members of families in
which one or more of the

Hancy adultsin the family are
Baerwaldt employed.
| ceerwedt Who is most likely to be
uninsured? The vast majori-
ty of uninsured Americans

are gainfully employed, and the type of joba
person holds is the key factor in determining
insurance status. Mast likely to be uninsured

W People earning low incomes — More than
half of low-income, full-time workers were
uninsured in 2001, most likely because they
work in businesses that don't provide health
covernge, or they can't afford coverage when it
is offered. The likelihood of having health

did not even know of this flier until it came to
light in Ms. Hubred's article. Ms. Hubred should
have checked with us before accusing ue of
unChristian behavior.

We are not a political group. We are not at alk
interested in promoting one political party over

another, Qur organization is focused on Catholic -

spiritual issues and social justice. Our essential
purpose is to raise awarencss of a serious problem
within the church and to encourage our bishups
to recognize and deal with that problem, specifi-
cully, that Catholic public officials who advocate
for an: permitting a whole people-group to be
annihilated cannot be recognized as Catholics in
good standing and are In need of discipline.

We believe the failure of Catholic bishops to
speak out against pro-abortion politicians who
claim to be Catholic is strongly related to the fail-
ure of those in nuthority regarding the sexual
ahuse scandnl plaguing this country.

Our group has been focused on Granholm
because, as a Catholie public figure, she has been
the most vocally defiant of her bishop and church
teachings in defense of life. This fact alone made
“Lunch with Governor Granholm” unsuitable ns
an auction item at a Catholic school.

Hubred defends Granholm as “having the
temerity to uphald the law of the Jand ™ If
Granholm has this nerve, it the same nerve
someone might have had to uphold the Supreme
Court's uling in support of slavery or the law that
sent innocent people to concentration camps.

to help educate Catholics and even the general
public about this contradiction. We have been vil-
ified for having the temerity to make much oyt of
Granholm's support for nbortion and ta beg the
bishops to shepherd the church [n the face of
Granholm's defiance and obstinacy.

Contrary to Hubred's belief, our protest of
the adetion item has borne much fruit. Many
people expressed suppart for our witness and
have been personally edified in their own faith
cammitment. A number of aluranae even
attended our prayer vigll and demanstration at
Merey on the night of the auction. Some have
made very personally difficult decisions to not
send their own daughters ta Mercy because the
school preferred honoring o woman in leader-
ship rather than showing concesn for the
unwanted unborn,

Members of the Sluz»crnnholm Church and
“Truth Project pray dally for Jennifer Granholm.,
We do not wish her ill, we wish her well. We wish
her the fullness of the faith and joy that the
Catholic church offers to her. But as long as she,
and other Cathelic politicians, support the law of
abortion we will stand up and cail them and the
church to responsibility.

Dr. Monica Migtiorina Willer, associate professor of theology

at St. Mary’s College of Ave Maria Universily in Orchard Lake,
teaches Systemalic Thealogy 21 St. Mary's College and helds
3 Ph.D. from Marquette University. She is director of the Stop
Granhalm Church ang Truth Project.
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rises with income. Neatly a quarter
of families with annual incomes of less than
$25,000 tack health covernge, compared to
fewer than 8 percent of households with
incomes of $75,000 or more.

B People with less education ~ Having a
college degree leads to higher-wage jobs thut
are more likely 13 include bealth benefits.
About 30 pereent of all eninsured adults have
not earned a high school diploma. These peo-
ple often end up in low-paying jobs that
cither don't offer health coversge or make it
hard to afford.

# Minorities - Because a higher percentage
of minorities are in lower-paying jobs, &
greater percentage of Hispanics and blacks
are more likely to lack health w\'eng than
non-Hispanic whites. The fact that they earn
lower wages on average taakes it more diffi-
cult for them to take advantage of covemnge
when offered by an employer. More thana
third of the nation's 37 million Hispanics are
uninsured; nearly 7 million or close to 20 per-
cent of the nation's 36 million blacks lack
health covernge.

& 18- to 24-year-olds - Twenty-eight per-
cent of young adults in the U.S. do not have
health insurance. This group is less likely to
hold a job that offers health benefits. They

typically work in part-time jobs or earn low
wages that make it difficult to afford cover-
age. They often work for smaller employers
that don't offer coverage. This group alse may
have “aged” out of a family policy or opted to
go without health coverage because they can't
afford it.

Trinity Health and its member hospitals in
southeast Michigan support assuring that
health care coverage is widened 50 that all
individuals have access to needed health care
services on a routine basis,

As such, St. Mary Mercy Hospital in
Livonia, Saint Joseph Mercy Health System
in Ann Arbor, St. Joseph Mercy Oakland in
Pontiac, St. Joseph's Mercy of Macomb in
Clinton Township, and Mercy Hospital in
Port Huron actively support “Cover the
Uninsured Week” The week provides a
focused means for bringing attention to the
issue, which is especially impaortant [n
Michigan, where the numbers are growing.

Each year, about 270,000 individunls visit
our rooms in h hi;

a service to our communities where demand
continues toputstrip capacity. Our hospitals
are not unique. Throughout Michigan, the
number of emergency room visits has climbed
substantially in the past scveral years as the
number of uniasured residents has risen by
more than 40 percent.

A large majority of individuals who visit our

rooms have true !
Haowever, many of the working poor - espe-
cially those who are not eligible for Medicaid
or whose employers do not offer or under-
write health care coverage - come to the
cmergency room because they have no other
place to receive health care services, They do
not have a physician from whom to receive
preventive services o care needed to manage
o chronic disease.
As part of our mission to the communiy,
our hospitals collat with other '
ty-based organizations to understand the spe-
cific needs of the aninsured in our community.
1o addition, we are imolved in programs that
have as their aim the Improvement of health
care status {n our community. All of these
efforts are d=sirable and part of the mission of
Trinity Healih and its member hospitals,

However, to truly maximise the gu!th sta-
tus of the residents of our communities and
to provide health and medical care emdznﬂrﬂ
and effectively, we need to assure that all indi-
viduais have health care coverage.

One final note: Being poor doesn't neces-
sarily mean a person will be covered by
Medicald. Nearly a third of the nation’s poor,
about 10.1 million people living 2t or below
the federnl poverty level, had no heelth insur-
ance in 2001, People with incomes at or
below poverty make up neasly o quarter of the
uninsured.

Mancy Baerwaldt is vice president of Advecacy for
Trinity Health Medical Systems based in Novi

Foliow your favorite high school sports team
each week in the Observer

. TRUST for PERS

We are Mortgage Eerts
Who Create Soiutions!
CONVENTIORAL

5.26%""

15 YEAR FIXED RATE * NO POINTS

5.83%""

30 YEAR FIXED RATE » NO POINTS

Great Rates & FAST Approval

WE ALSO OFFER 1, 3 & 5 YEAR
ADJUSTABLE RATE MORTGAGES

. We aré avarable i the branch or
we will comé to your home!

MORTGAGE DIRECT
866-500-0018
A CALL US OR STOP BY
ONE GF OUR BRANCYES
3132743030
Qrosse PointeWds 3133822880
Uvonia 7344624100
Rocheoter 2438365760
bar"k Srorting vieighta sseces 200 F
&m Southfield 2uscne |
Waterford 2436744901
“We Crecte Solutions.” WeaBicomfeld 2 f
‘www.storiingbask.oom
T ot YT




