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Television news anchor
Feank Turner wifl share his
own “turn around” story at
Wednesday's Turn Around
Awards program, sponsoted

b

¥
farmington
Public
Sehools,
farmington
Hills Police
and
Al farmington
Public Safety
Departments and the
Farmington Observer.
Awards, which include a
Lucite Tuen Around star, cer-
titicate and goodie bag, wil
be presented to 26 honorees.
at Farminglon Hills Manor,
Having eslablished his own
apostolic Bibia-based min-
istry, Turnef also feads mar-
¢iage recovery seminars
{wwwlrankturnerorg).
However, the road he traveled
to get there wasn't easy.
Adter 25 years of drug and
alcohol agdiction, depression
and aniety, divorce and
banksupley. Turnet said, his
final lmilia-

., THDY (im! was
,ﬁ 4%?15
! much:
publi-
1’}' cized
(iring
v I"N“ froma$
p.m. anchor job al Channel 7
in 1998, After his baptism in
1999, Turner retutned to the
Channel T anchor desk.
Nominated by sehool stalf
and others, students are
being honored for having
mada signilizant changes in
Iheir lives, which may include
improved grades of better
school attendance.
tocat sponsors include
RE/MAX Alfiliates, Farmington
Area YMCA, Farmington
fxchange Club, Farmington
Hills Manor, Farmington Hills.
Special Services, Farmington
Optimist Club. Focal Point
Photography, Heeney
Sundquist Funeral Home, Mr. &
Wrs. Fred Jarvis, Metrobank,
Oaklang Community College,
Wesley Berry Florists and Sue
2dyrskl.

COBA tocation

The upcoming Council of
Homeowners Associations for
the Farmington/ farmington
THills area scheduled for T pm.
Tuesday, March 1B, will have a
change of venue.

1t wilt be held at Farmington
Hills Fite Station No, ), located
at 35725 Nine Mile. The meel:
ing is expecled to include
board efections.

H Crop Walk

The 181h annual
Farmingtonffarmington thils
Crop Walk will be held Sunday.
May 4, begianing at First
United Methodist Crurchin
downtawn Farmington.

An infotmalional rafly for

Gran

BY TONY BRUSCATD
STAFF WRITR

Gov. Jennifer Granholm on Thursday
proposed a balanced 2003-04 state
budget which erases a $1.7 billion deficit
hy executing more than $1 billion in
spending cuts on the backs of the arta,
higher education and state icipali

e hometoent{ife.corm

$28.6-hillian budget to a joint session of
the House and Senate apprapriations
committees, said the budget was derived
with input from citizens ncross the state,
with whom she visited after her State of
the State address last month,

“We've asked the citizens for their
input, and ch‘-:c explained the crisis to

ties, while projecting $500 million in
new revenues.
Granhoim, in | ing her d

them,” G said. “The input I've
received is reflected in the pages of this
book (the exccutive budget), This is the
citizens' budget, the citizens' money, and

oim spares schools,

they should have a volee in how their
moncy is spent”

Art funding grants were hit the hard-
est, os Granholm announced a 50-pef-
cent reduction,

“To me this is a painful cut,” Granholm
said. “But, while they are important, they
may not be vital in the same way feeding
a child is vita, or giving heart medication
to a senior is vital”

Granholm said she is most proud her
budget didn’t cut the K-12 education
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not arts

foundation nllowance, moncy for at-risk
education ar preschool and carly Jearn-
ing initintives.

“That we were able to prescrve the
funding for educating our children
despit this fiscal crisis is a loud,
resounding statement of my priorities,
but echaed and nmplified by citizens
across this state,” Granholm said.

However, the Mcrit Award
Scholarships will drop from $2,500 to
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Maria Botri, Judy Wloch and Kathizen Donnelly are planning a Titanic fund-raising eve!
21st event, “A Night to R.E. Member* will be held at the Detroit Science Center, Guest:

tMAX film “Titanlca."

i
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At to benellt their Sweet Oreamzzz Deteolt organization. The March
s may view the Center’s "Titanic: The Attitact Exhibit" or watch the

Titanic
event to

benefit

Dreamzzz
3-2

Some children in the Detroit arca are
sa poor they don't have their own pil-
low and blanket when they go to sleep.

A Farmington-based group has
announced & major fund-raising cvent
to help remedy that situation,

Sweet Dreamzzz Detroit will present
“A Night to R.E. Member™ beginning at
6 p.m. Friday, March 21; fenturing
“Titanic: The Artifact Exhibit” at the
Detsoit Science Center, 5020 John Rin
Detroit. Guests can also wateh the
IMAX film “Titanic”

Judy Wioch and Maria Borri, both of
Farmington Hills, ure organizing the
event. Sponsors are Ford Motor Co.,
which donated $50,000 in cash, and
W3R, which has contributed more than
$50,000 in air time.

“Qur mission is to help childeer sleep
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BY SUE BUCK
STAFF WRITER

Parents pan
plan to open
enroliment

BY SUE BUCK
STATF WRITIR

Parents hnd questions and can-
cerns March 4 about an out-of-dis-
trict schools of choice plan
Farmington Public Schools expects ta
pilot at Willlam Grace and Flanders
lementary Schools this fatl.

The Board of Education is expected
to vate on the plan March 18.

While officials said they are taking
a proactive approach to dealing with
a declining student population, par-
ents who spoke stressed they arc tax-
payers in the district while nondls-
trict parents are not.

Parcnt Sharon Busscll said she
asked three times ta be on a fact-
finding committce but was not invit-
ed. Instead, she did her own research
on the topic and provided a packet of
color-coded information to board
members.

*People arc not informed on this
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Local man charged with embezzlement

BY SUE BUCK
STAIT WRITIR

Ralph Kevin Maly, former president of
the Farmington Rockets Jr. Football Inc.,
was arraigned March 1 in 47th District
Court on a felony charge of embezale-
ment.

He faces a preliminary exam at 8:30
am, March 10 before 47th District Court
Judge Jim Brady. Court records shaw
Maly, 45, had no attorney at the nerai
ment. A plea of not guilty was entered

for him. Folice say Maly posted bond,
which was set at $5,000 or 10 petcent
surety.

1f convicted, ke faces up to five years
in prison and n fine of up 1o $10,000,
said Assistant Oakland County
Prosecutor John Pictrofesa,

“We're dealing with §18,000 from the
league,” Pietrofesa said.

Police, who describe Maly as uncoop-
erative, ullege he cubezzted funds from
the youth football and cheerleading
organization.

Investigators attempted to set up sev-
cral interviews before seeking a warrant
for nrrest, said Farmington Public Safety
Dircctor Gary Goss.

“1 don't know the whole story,” said
Maly Wednesday. *I've been with the
arganization for seven years”

He held off making comments until he
could speak to bis attorney, who is out of
town.

Maty had the responsibility of order-
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BY PAVL R. PACE
SIAFF WRITER

To war or not to war - that
is the question,

Arca residents say it'sa
tough decision to make as the
United States braces to attack
Iraq in an effort to disarm and
remove traq President Saddam  Hedow
Husscin from power.

For Paula Lipnik of
Farmington Hills, the thought

of a peading war is n family
matter. Her younger brather is
in the Anmy, stationed along

MErcy on our troops.

ta)” Lipnik was among several
Farmington Community

Residents struggle over support for Iragi war

with 250,000  Library patrons asked Fridny
US.troopsin  about the impending war with
the Middle iraq and President Bush’s pub-
East. Yie address on Thursday.

“J am wor- Lipnik said she's n peaceful
ried nbout person, but finds it difficult to
him? she said.  make a decision on whether

2 “I'mworticd  waristhe answer
L) {Hussein) will I think traq will bomb
Upnik Baransk! shaw no 1sracl if we attack them,” she

He'sbru-  said.
On Thursday, Bush made

RDSE SIE RESIDERTS, A8
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If it's important to you,

Read on...

it's important to us.
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