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Try a Southern roa

&Y LANA KINE
STAFF ATER

My sister, best friend and 1
teavel together every year, usu-
ally out of the country, We've
been to the Dominican
Republic, St. Lucia and Mexico
- tnexpensive with blue waters.

Atricky economy and alrtine
jitters impacted my travel bud-
dies on this trip. They wanted
1o stay in the states so we decid-
ed to drive as far south as the
road would take us.

It was our 10-day road tripa
ta Thelma & Louise ... and
Louise; minus flecing from the
law, a suicidal path and Brad
Pitt in our backseat, You know,
the journey mther than the des-
lination,

This trip wnsn't about art
muscwins or theater, We were
seeking Quirky America as we
headed south. This wus our
path:

Day One: Drive through the
baring flat lands of Ohio and
stop overaight in Darren
Cuounty, Kentucky. We decide to
cat ur drink the speclalty from
ty we sleep in, provided

geturinn. Bourbon is vege-
rian.

By 10 putn,, most of the*
restaurants in Darren County
are closed, A waiter locking the
doors of his diner told us were
in dry county, hut we could buy
bowze (llegally in the parking lot
of a nearby drugstore nfter 11
P

No thanks, No bourbon, No
good food, but a short drive to
the Duyx Inn cost less than §25
cuch.

Day twor A dey night means
an early rise. We detour to
Gutlinburg, ‘pan, Qulrk{
Awericn ot its finest: Dallywood
and pancake houses, At the Log
Cabin Paneuke house, 4235
Afrport Road, we enjoy peean,
blucherry and b paneakes
with four different klm\s of
SYTUP.

Driving nto downtown
Gatlinburg we pass, and qulekly
reverse the car nt the sight of -
The General Lee - the Dukes of
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The beach choices seemed endiess along our toute to the southern-most i3 of the U.S., whith

were remote, others were not.

Harzard car! You can stand
next ta it for $10, pose like
Dalsy Duke and get pho-
togeaphed. Next it's the Ripleys
Believe or Not Museuts and a
brief gimpse of the Elvis
AMuseam. Then a fast drive in
the Smoky Mountalns.

Dy three and four: Swing
thraugh charmlng Savannnh,
The residents are so wonderful-
Ty friendly that we're utcam-
fartable,

“That night we luger ut the
hip, dimly lit Velvet Elvls night-
club, 127 W, Congress, down-
town, We dine the next morn-
fug at the Cobblestone Cafe,
130 W, Lower Factors Walk, o
quaint riverfront restanrunt
that serves nlee big bowls of
ostmeal. The quhtlvsl thing
that happened to us in
Savaunah oceurred there, s

long story that Involves doors
stamming shut by themselves in
the women's bathroom and
other ereepy things, Locals
arew't surprised ta hear one
ghost stories and they tell us the
pluce 18 haunted, Ghost starles
aee part of Savaunahs mys-
Uque, We loved b,

From there we walk to the
Mercer House, 429 Bull St. The
book and movie Midnight of
The Garden of Good and Evilis
centered nround this house
beeause of the notorious kilking
that ocenrred there, (Read the
book.) Tonrism has lnereased in
Savannaly sloce the ook was
published.

We furget to eat Georgin
peach pie.

Days tlve and sixs By noon,
we're on a warm Fort
Lauderdule berch, No spring-
l!wnk\:lﬁ, 3|m||l(h|lly.
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When Evil Visits,
Turn Out The lights

WAIT UNTIL
DARK

By Fredetlek Knolt

MAR 19 - APR13

*.a first rote shocker...the tuspense
droma wea've fong wolted sogecty.”
— Daken ol twe

FREE TICKETS!

o

Tickets start at fust $191
48100 OFFKE

(248)377-3300
GHOUP DISCOUNTS (248) 370-3316
www,mbthoatre.com
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MDY RATIN
Soireble for middle-schoel ape end eldee

Mat Kai
Polyneslan Restaurant and
Dihiner Show. A restaurnt with
1 Polynesian village atmosphere
including thick tropical green-

ery and waterfalls pl
authentic Polyneslar
known for its seafomd, hut we
had the spicy
Primavera nmd Hawallan
tabooleh with pinenpple.
Locnted ot 3389 N, Federal
Highway: Web site:
swwmnikad.com,

Drank Flocldn orange julee
onee.

Days seven nnd elght: Traflle
is hrutal on the road to the
Floridn Reys, but who cares
when you're with friends, wear-
ing swimsults and listening to
socen musie? We discover a

bristine deserted tunquaise
beach right off the highway on
Islamorada. Two hours Inter we
renllze we're attacked by no-see-
uin bugs o the sand. Our shins
are covered b thay bites and we
Weh for the trip's remalnder,

By mid-afternoon we're in the
southern end of Key West,
which means Vs the somthern-
moat point af the U.S.

We know this beeause there’s
n big cement marker that reads

“Southern Most Tlp of the US?

On Key Wost, we stay at the
El Patlo motel that costs less
than $100. Don't expeet lusury
for the chieap rate, but it's clean,
ente, has a nlee pool and Is cen-
teally loented; AOO Washinglon
St

Later, we partake b the Key
West ritnal to npplad the sun-
set and Histen to steeet musi-
clons perform Otis Redding’s
=Sittin’an the Dock of the Bay
oo many Hmes,

Betore heading hatae on day
ulne we tell the Bl Patin desk
clerk of aue quirky journey to
thie most southern point of the
u.s.

“Actually the xonthert mast
8. is down the street
property, you ean't
go there, The landmark that
you fournd is Just for the
touristx”

Quirky. Perfect.

We forget to ent key lime ple.
Fven better,
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Sead items for consideration in
Golng Places to Keely Kateski,
Observer & Eccenlric
Newspapers, 605 £ Maple,
Birmingham, 48009, fax (248)
644-1314 or &-mail

XhaleshiFoe homecomm net

BUTTERFLIES

Mf‘?er Gardensin
Grand Rapids 1s hosting
the Jargest tempaotacy but-
teelly exhibit in the coun-
try through Wednesday,
April a0,

Twenty-five speciea
native to South and
Centeal America and 10
species native to Avia will
ly among, the lush foliage
nad pools of the garden’s
onservatory,

Visitors can watch but-
terftiea feeding at stations
throughout the canservas
tory, and partitipate in
activities,

Far package informa.
tlon, call (616) 774-2200
ar
www.meijergardens.org/e
ventsfhutterfly.tm

CHICAGOD

Travel to Chleago vn
Amteak, call (B77)-YES-
RALL for el inclusive
vaeation paeknges from
your city,

Purchase 1 Chicago
Clty Pasy that allows you to
suve 50 pereent off regalae
admlssion to the Art
Institute of Chicugo, the
Field Musewm, Sears
Tower Skydeck and other
attractlons,
wwawnmtedoenm

BICYCLE OHIO

Joiu the fun as 3000
cyelisty get together to eel-
chrate 13 yearcof the
Great Ohio Ricyele
Adventure,

This yeae's trip, June 14+
21, Includes stops In
Greenvllle, Troy, Xenia,
Mlddletown, and
Braskville,

Enjoy cight days of
eyeling, festivitles, food,
and history in a family-
orlented enviropment,
detnils, go to
www.golm.com

Less than.

Consolidate debt with one of the lowest equity rates in town.

Greater than.

Plus, get a $50 Gift Card™**
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" WAIT UNTIL DARK

Plan your week-
end activities
each Thursday

with Arts &

Entertainment

Yot don't have to be a math
whiz to see the financial
advantages of Standard Federals
Home Equity Line of Credit.
Whether you're using it for
hame renovations or to reduce
credit cand deby, t gives you ane

of the lowest rates around, plus you pay no closing
costs* and your interest may be tax decuctible?
And for a limited time, you'll recetve an added

boms: A $50 Gift Cand™

So consolidate debt and add
purchasing power. Stop by any
Standard Federal branch, visit
stancardfederalhank com, o

SLECE MDY 8 KCENG I Wik be 0% hormuwny
Soe your

¥ L

call 1-877-732-8240.

Standsrd Federsl Bank
Membet ABN AMRO Group

wtandardtederalbank.com
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