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Bill's goal: Buy drugs in bulk

BY PAUL R. PACE
STAFF WRITER

Area seniors are hopping the
bus to Windsor, Canada, to get
their preseription drugs.

It makes sense, say local law-
makers; the cost far some of
the mure popular drugs is 50
prreent less in Canada,

The papitlar cholesterat-low-
ering drug Lipitor, for example,
would cost around $18 with-
sut preseription covera,
Michigan. In Windsor, it's
about $53.

State Rep. Aldo Vagnozzi (D-
Farmington Hills) introduced a
hillin the House last week
called the Great Lakes Alliance
for Affordable Drugs Act.

It's goal: Pulling in nearby
states to buy drugs in bulk and
provide savings ta the underin-
sured ar uninsured, Vagnozzi
suid.

Already, Vermont and
Wisconsin are proposing such
A program te save moncy on
increasing drug costs.

“We shauldn't have residents
driving to Canada for prescrip-
tion drugs,” Vagnozzi said, "We
need to reduce costs 5o citizens
don't have to choose between
paying bills or getting pitis”

Ele said Gov. Jennifer

Granholm has propased a sim?-
Ta. plan, hut it would only ben-
efit Medic:

Vagnozzi held a town meet-

ing about the suhject
Wedncxday at Fasmington
Hills City Flall.

Also in attendunce was State
Rep. David Woadward (D-
Rayal k), who introduced a
bill tast year faying out a plan
for bulk drug purchases amonyg
states,

‘The plan is to negotiate sub-
stantial rebates from drug
companies and quantity dis-
counts from drug retailers,

“The pharmacentical indus-
try is the most profitable busi-
ness in the world,” Vagnozzi
said,

“Chey are even given grants
to do research, so what they
use is part of our money;” he
said. “We deserve fair drug
prices”

Woodward said drug compa-
nies don't like the proposal
hecause they say their money
gocs back into research.

“They argue it impedes their
ability for new drugs,” he said.

Woodward said other entities
such as insurance companies
conduct price negotiations
with companies ta lower drug
costs.

At the mecting, people who
belong to the locad chapter of
the National Alliance for the
Mentally Ill said they are wor-
ried ahout the proposal.

Fred Cummins, president of
the Oakland County chapter,
said he wanted to make sure
the program would not force
drug compuniex to play hurd-
ball and withdraw selling cer
tain drugs if 2 price deal ean’t
be reached.

“My conccrn is we will be
bargaining away access,” he
said.

He pointed out the NAMI
opposes the policy of states
pooling together buying power
with drug eompanies.

Cummins said some generic
drugs don't always work as well
as the brand drugs,

Vagnozzi responded, “I'm
sure if that issue enme up the
state wouldn't do samething
that would hurt the people.”

He noted he gets around five
phane ealls 2 day from people
encouraging him to pursue the
praposal.

‘The representative said more
town hall meetings will be held
on the topic. No date was set.

Vagnozzi's Lansing office
number is (517) 474-3655,
$oaceFot homecomm net | {248) ATT-5450

Botsford combines reading, fitness

“To help celebrate Reading
Meanth, Batsford Elementary
will hatd its fiest-ever Reading,
Feeding and Fitness Night on
‘Thursday, March 20, from
6:30-8 pm,

Fitness USA, which will pro-
vide testing of body fat anct
blood pressure, will give away

I

two passcs for untimited use of
their facilities - one for two
weeks and the other for one
month. Mrs. Vaught will lead
exercises in the gym, and teach-
crs will be reading their favorite
books in the Media Center.
Westborn Market is donating
fruit and vegetables for taste

tests and give children who
mcet their March reading goal
coupons redeemable for & picce
of feesh fruit. Students will be
able to enter  raffle for free
books and other prizes. MC
Sporting Goods will also danate
$5 in coupons to any child who
visits all of the activities.

new look at
Merle Norman

I you haven't visited o
Merle Normtan Cosmetic
Stalio lately, you're in for
u benntiful serprise. With
udvanced skin eare
products anid just about
everything in makeup yon
cun think of, we're the
place for your most
heantiful face. Stop by
toalay and use this §5 gift
certificate toward the
jrurchuse of any two
Merle Norman

mnetic produets,®
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Hockey Has Heaﬂslamd with the Farm-l;qlan Hills PesWee Shamracks hackey team. of which Tecry Gould's
sonis # member,

Hockey shows heart |
by helping local dad

BY JONI HUBRED ually ifthe Goutd family, but ather hock-
STAFF WAITER batteries fail. ¢y families going through
Gould isn't tough times.

A degenerative heart defect allowed to The group created a three-
may have taken Terry Gould's drive and part fund-raising plan that
physical strength, but it's must be includes a Banquet Gala on
done little or nothing to his accompnnied  March 21 at Laurel Manor in
positive outlook. hy family Livonia, featuring a sit-down

Diagnosed 10 years ago care-givers dinner, live and silent suc-
with idiopathic cardiomyopa-  Terry Gould whercver he  tions and entertainment by
thy, Gould now stays alive goes, §till, he tries to never the band Ultraviolet.
with the aid of a temporary miss his 12-ycar-ald son’s Rafile drawing prizes
artificial heart pump. He's hockey games. include a 2003 Dodge Ram
waiting for & heart transplant, “I get so much enjoyment Hemi Quad Cab Pickup truck,
at the top of the list, ont of watching my son.” Sony Large Sereen HDTV and

‘The call could come atany  Gould said. *[ love going to 1BM ThinkPad.
time. While the waiting i his gan ‘The first annual Family Fun

day will be held on March 22,
which is championship week-
end for Farmington Hills
Hockey. Kick off activitics
currently include the selling
of paper hearts for §1to paper
the hockey arena end a bene-
fit at Rio Bravo on March 16,
where 20 perceat of the pro-
ceeds will go to Hockey Has
Heart.

Area merchants are being
asked to donate items that
can be auctioned off in theme
baskets, and eaffle tickets are
available for $100 All dona-
tions of s and services are
tax deductible and cash dona-

S Al

hard, Gould said he believes Not surprisingly, medical
that soon his life will he o expenses have skycocketed for
whole lot different = and bet- the 50-year-old father of five.
ter - thnn it is now. And the transplant is expect-

“There two statuses.” he ed to cost in excess of
explained during a phone $500,000, some of whicl will
interviesy Thursday. “A-1, not be covered by insurance.
you're in the hospital and The family will get some
can't leave. B-1, which Tam, help from an upcoming fund-
yow're still at the top of the raiser organized hy friends
list, but you're able to [eave who ate associated with the
the hospital” PeeWee Shamrocks hockey

flis pump is considered a team, Manager Kathleen
bridge to transplant, the final - ("Malley first suggested the
step in a journey that las team hold a raflle to raise
included two open heart sur-  fisnds, and when she
geries, resnoval of his thyreid  approached the Farmington
and implantation of an inter-  {lills HTockey Associntion’s

nal defibrillator. Toard, that one small idea tions can be made to CDS
Gould's wife Patrice and exphuded, Foundation.
three oldest children, along Coaches, managers and Hockey Has Heart isa

parents came together to form
“tTockey Has Heart,” a non-
pofit faundation that will not
only provide help for the

501e-3 organizetion, For more
informatlon, contact hockey-
hasheart@anol.com or visit
www.hockeyhasheart.com

with several other family
wembers, have been trained
to work with the equipment,
which has to be pumped man-

Follow a L

We know where you're coming (rom; we've been this way thousands of times before
And we'll be here for you, every step of the way
Tot infocmation on teeatment optivas, dlinical teals ar coping with cancer, <all now

Cancer Answerline: 1-800-865-1125 or www.cancer.med.umich.edu

ATTENTION ALL PARENTS...

of college bound high school freshmen, sophomores and Junlors.

LEARH HOW T OBTAIN 100% of Your Child's College Costs*
..Guaranteed! Did you know that over 50% of all students who start
college don't finish primarlly because they run out of money!

Don't Let That Happen To Your Student!
There are two basic facts about collega funding:
1. Financial aid goes to those who know how lo vork the system,
not necessarlly those who have the greatest need.
2. The sooncr you start planaing for college funding, the more free
money such as scholarshlps and grants you'll recelve.

Qur guaranice Is simple...if we can'l get you 100% secure funding for
your child's coilege lon, at any cotlege or ity
vee'lt give you a 100% refund of any leas you've paid for our services.
Over ihie last ten years, wa have never failed o get 100% funding for
any student. To find out If your studen! qualitles tor our program, call:

Advisors for.Callege Funding Solutions. Inc..
1o0in and hoand, Bgoks AbSupphds. Sansniialif il anee S o o yees

eader.

Univeralty of Michigan
Health System
Cmnm:h' Cancer Comer

rosuaasege




