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Saying goodbye
to a neighbor

weeks ago someone [
i did consider my neighbor
died.

Mr. Rogers came into our
home when our children were
1and 3. He remained an
infrequent but always com-
forting visitor up until he
died. In some ways, as 8 pas-
tor and a pastoral psychother-
apist I can sce that friend was
for me a spiritual and clinical
mentor. The ideas that he
shared with children are ideas
that people come to a thern-
pist and pastor secking some
help with.

First off, Mr. Rogers abaays
told kids they were special,
Each one of you, he would say,
not because of what you are
on the outside, but who you
are on the inside. The circum-
stances in which you grow up
have nothing ta do with who
you are inside. So, whena
Viewer reflected on being with
Mr. Rogers, he said that when
he vras physically and scxually
abused he retreated to a clos-
et

There, in that closet, wasa
TV. In that closet he told of
how much it meant to see Mr.
Rogers on TV telling him that
you are specisl, beczuse it is
who you are on the inside that

counts.

Mr. Rogers told kids that
they should love themsclves
and love their neighbors. Asa
Presbyterian minister, he

Hebrew

Seripture and Christian
Seripture and put it out there
for all kids. Love yourself
‘because you are special and
give the gift of that love to
your neighbor,

1s that just make-believe or
can it happen? The trips on
the trolley from his living
room to the Land of Make-
Believe makes me think that
Mr. Rogers thought that that
kind of love was possible.

He helped parentato geta
handle on how they could
help kids with feeling good
about themselves. Kids mimic
their parents, he always said.
So, take responsibility to give
your kids the kind of life that
you want for them.

‘That is hard work. That
means we may have to thinka
little more about what we do
or what we say. But that is
how Mr. Rogers started his
TV ministry, as it really was.

He once, as a young man,
amw o shaw in which kids were
throwing pies at one another
and doing a lot of slapstick.
He was offended that kids
could be treated with such
disrespect, though it might
seemn pretty mild by today’s
standards.

So, he set about his "Call* to
show kids and kids of all nges
a place where respect was the
way people treated one anoth-
er. For notonly helps
one to fecl loved, but also
helps one to feel specind and
vuJM»id for just who they are.

. Rogers gave me some
simple words and explana-
tons for life arwt the m
gl:dgmwmddmngc. 1

1 see professionally. 1
that you may find these
ideas n support to you in your
own asyou
yourself with love and respeet
and give those gifts to those
‘whom you kove.

But Mr. Rogers went one

step further. To him the

those gifts of respect
uﬁlwubnﬂo‘?ournddt-
bors, regardiess of thelr condi-
tlon of lif and regardices of
whether they are near or far.

Jacgueline Vier, Kaitlyn Hahn and Rachet Hartman are the Pediatytes, backup
singers for the Mydols, who are lead singer Kara Rasmussen, Judy Danlels on
guitas, drummer Pat McGough and on bass, Palge Gilbert.

Page's, Novi woman win
Chili Cook-off: successful
benefit for Hills PD’s K-9 unit

Y PAUL R. PACE
STAFF WRITER

Pat Miller started out with 12
different chili recipes. After care-
ful consideration, he singled out
his top five ard went back for
seconds on just those choices.

*Jt was tough,” he said of pick-
ing a favorite.

He and other judges, includ-
ing U.S. Rep. Joe Knollenberg,
had the difficult job of picking
the best chili at the eighth anna-
al Farmington/ Farmington
Hills Chili Cook-off at Page's
restaurant Sunday. Proceeds
benefited the Farmington Hills
Police Department’s K-9 Unit.

The 13th contestant spot (No.
6 failed to show) turned out to
be alucky number for Skip Tuck
of Novi who won the judge's
award with her flavorful chicken
and white bean chili.

“Tuck and her friends heard
sbout the contest, and she
thought shed give itatry on
Sanday. She said she only hod
the recipe for two wocks, It came
from her daughter-in;law in
Traverse City.

“She's going to love that it
won,” Tuck said.

Page's chef Richie Serna won
the People’s Choice award.

“It’s Richic's Good as Gold
Chili; Serna said of his new
redipe. "1 tried different tech-
niques and new ingredients and
1 had the owner taste it before it
wentout”

Both winners received plaques
for thelr best recipes.

Judge Pat Willer 100ks llke he's exam~
Ining a chili sample, but he’s really
Tooking for the number used for judg-
ing purposes.

Miss Farmington Kelly Zander
was master of ceremonies {or the
event and throughout the day
announced raffle ticket winners.

The all-mom band the Mydols
provided music, while a capacity
crowd enjoyed the assortment of
different chilis.

“This is the highest grossing
fund-raiser we've ever had in all
eight years,” Zander said.

‘With the help of Dennis Pages
donation of $300, the total
maney raised for the Farmington
Hille Police Department’s K-9
unit was $877.50.

Farmington Hills police were
at the event handing gifts to chil-
dren. K-9 Kasper and his han-
dler, Jim Kanse, were also on
hand to greet the people who
came out to donate to the
cause.

The funda will go towards
Kasper's care and training,
police said,
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Chill judge Dr. Jeff Plerte and daughter Svﬂney' thoose 2 few more chifis to sample.

Controversial buildings sit on former N. Farmington site

cemetery Is a Farmington
Hills historte site.

‘There were various stares at
diffcrent times in the village
and various services.

After the Civil War,

To

wo controversial bufldings crossed todny’s Grand River at
Tlooming over the i the current Far R
tion of Farmington Road It took a turn at Shinwassee,
and 14 Mile are cutrently eventually reaching North
under lon, They are  Farmi when itwasa
on the location of whatonce  straight road for a mile and
waas the center of e little vil- then again went at an angle
tnge. up what Is today Orchard
1n the Fermington arca’s Lake Road.
early days, small villages grew  Thus when the Orchard
instead of shopping centers, Lake Trall reached 13 Mile, it
This little village was called became part of Farmington
Nosth Farmington and wason  Road and the main street of
early maps of the area. the little village of North
e unincorporated village  Farmington.
existed from North Farmington hed its
about 1850 own post office. An carly set-
until the last  tler, Chauncey Wolcott, had a
buildihg at store at 13 Mile and
that location  Farmington Road. In the
fellin 1970,  store, Wolcott had the first
North North gton Post Office.
Farmington The last North Farmington
wasinbath  Post Office was in West
Farming! Bloomficld. After
and West maves, it landed at the home
Bloomficld of Theodore Armstrong in
hip West Bloomileld. Next, it was
Themnain  loeated in a store on the north
n{‘ecl of the II;!; of !‘4 Mileon l?le east slde
vilin, of Farmington Road.
futh uteg:led When rural free delivery
Moehman | from13 Mile came in 1896, smail post
to 14 Mile offices all over the United
sndwason  States closed. North

the Orchard Lake Trail, A tree
grew tight in the middle of
the intersection of 13 Mile
and Parmiugton Road.

Early trails were never
steadght lines, Tratls followed
the contour of the land. The
Orchard Lake Trall went all
the way from Westland to
Orchard Lake then on to
Pontlac, the county seat.

The Orchard Laka Trail

Farmington lost ita post office
Sept. 18, 1902, but the village
continued Lo exist.

N. FARMINGTON CEMETERY

As early 23 1837, the North
Farmington Cemetery was
[ncotporated. Thia is the last
rema n.l_ng feature of the

Far hip farmers
went into dairy farming. At
first, the milk was turned into
cheese. In 16872, the Spring
Brook Cheese Factory on
Drake Road manufactured
cheese from April to
November. It was one of the
cheese fectories in which Fred
Warner had an intcrest.

The Warner family were
Farmington pioneers, active
in business and civic affairs.
Fred Warner served as
Michigan Governar 1905 to
1911,

Another cheese factory was
on the corner of Farmiington
Road and 14 Mile. As trans-
portation improved thix
cheese factory was converted
to the Dickie Milk Recciving
Station. There, farmers
bro.ufhtl their mitk which was

North F li village on
the maln village street. The

, graded and then

shipped to dairies in Detroit

for distribution as milk rather
than converted to cheese,

There was a schoal in the
village, the Nichols School. It
was a one room school where
children attended from grades
one to eight.

Before 1944, the school was
run by a local school board
that hired its own tencher.
Many North Farminglon
socinl events 1ok place in the
school.

The Christmas pageant was
 popular event. Mothers
brought refreshments and the
whole community came.

tn summer the North
Farmington Cemelery
Association heid a fund-rais-
ing; picnic. The local Indies
made picnic tunches nnd the
men bid on the lunches. The
proceeds supported the ceme-
tery and the men would eat
lunch with the tady who made
it.

SHOPPING AROUND

By the turn of the century
thete werc two stores on the
coract of Farmington Road
nnd 14 Mile. One on the cast
side and onc on the west. Over
the store on the west side of
the road, run by Shorty
Wolcott, was a pool hall.
Thete only men could play. No
women or children were
allowed,

1n North Farmington were
two blacksmiths. One was
Carry Cor on the cast side of
Farmington Road. in later
years, a little cement block
factory took the blacksmith

shap’s place.

On the west side, the black-
smith was ‘Tam Tracy. He had
a threshing machine used at
harvest time. He also owned a
saw mill near the present
Orchard Lake Raad and 14
Mile,

This mill was probably run
by an engine rather than
water power, although an
underground river still runs
through that location.

Alarger grocery store, with
Fving quarters for the family
on the secand fleor, was on
the west side of Orebard Lake
road where Northwestern
Highway ends. 1t was owned
by the Pianeer Sprague family.

That building lins recently
been demolished after serving
many uses including as an
antique shop and flower shap
until the last deeade of the
20th century

Ab oven larger supermare
ket-type store was in the
buitding where a sporting
gouds store is today un the
West Bloomficld side of 14
Mile.

The villagr is gone, now
replaced by oflice buildings on
the Farmington Hille side and
a strip shopping center on the
West Bloomiield side.

The Nichols schooi butneid
on Christmas nipht in 197

More changus are certnin ta
come to the Incation of the lit-
e village of Notth
Farminglen.

Ruth Moehiman s a reswdent ol
Farmington Hills and president of the
farmington Hib's Mistorical
Commussion




