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She makes the day for some special little queen

ena Raminick’s beautiful

white teeth accentuate her

darling smile and perfectly
offsct her straight, nearly black
hair.

She carries herself with
grace and composure - except
when one of
her two boys
are clamoring
all over her -
and by all def-
initions is an
attractive
woman. She is
not, by her
own admis-
sion, a beauty
queen, She
never wanted
tobe one and
never intend-
ed to be hanging out with one.
Yet, in the past nine months,
Dena's made a new friend, a
beauty queen, and has become
an expert at making young girls
feel like reigning princesses.

Dena is the director of the
Metro Detroit Chapter of
Queen For A Day, a small non-
profit organization that oper-
ates out of this 32-year old’s
West Bloomfield b
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the nail polish. We remind
them that they are ayoung
woman and try to help them
forget, at least for a day, that
they are a patient.”

The idea wasn't hers. Queen
for n Duay i3 the brainchild of
Dena's new pal, 22-year-old
Jenna Edwards, a University of
Miami beauty queen who
dreamed up the concept after
approaching the Children's
Cancer Clinic in Jackson, Miss.,
about donating her pageant
tiaras to young cancer patients.

Raminick has done some-
thing equally extraordinary;
she grabbed hold of the notion
and made it come true for girls
here in Detroit. She is pursu-
ing it with zeal and passion,
refusing to be inhibited by fears
and barriers. At an age when
her peers are busy reveling in
carcer aspirations and parent-
hood, Dena chose to pursue 2
divine revelation, a message of
clarity that eame to her from
the mostly unlikely source ...

prah.

It was an April, 2002, after-
noan and for some reason the
television set in the Raminick
h hold played on. Dena

organization's mission is beau-
tiful in its simplicity: Queen
For A Day boosts the spirits
and self-esteem of young gitls
coping with cancer by pamper-
ing them with makeavers, man-
jcures, massages, wigs, boas
and tiaras,

“Everybody needs to fecl like
aqueen,” smiles Raminick. “We
do all these girly things girls
love, but we always make sure
to focus on their smile and not

swears she wasn't the type to
lock into the show, and if she
was then, she certainly doesn’t
have the time now. But on that
afterncon, like the scent of
cookics baking in the oven,
something in the air made
Dena stop and take notice.
She caught the final two min-
utes of a segment featuring
Jenna Edwards receiving &
$10,000 grant for her work.
Dena jumped on the Internet,
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searching for some Web site for
informatian on the organiza-
tion, but came up with nothing.

Months went by, months
during which Dena herself
underwent mujor surgery and a
long recovery period. Yet, she
never conld forget that spring-
time Oprah moment. By fall,
Dena declded to find Ms.
Fdwards. A few wecks later,
Dena had been crowned diree-
tor of the newly founded Metro
Detroit Queen for a Day chap-
ter.

Nathing in Dena's life led her
10 believe that she was the type
to launch a crusade. Yet, every-
thing in Dena’s fife led her to
the moment she took on the
challenge. “I didn't feel in con-
trol of my life,” she explained. “I
‘was spending too much time
thinking about mysclf and wor-
rying about my health. I want-
ed to feel connected to a cause,
to make an impact on someone
else’s life”

The impact is profound.
Since launching Queen for a
Day last fall, this one-time
events planner and public rela-
tions consultant, has hosted
half a dozen events, ranging
from hospital visits to tea par-
ties, She has a basement full of
pink hoas and make-up Eags,
and 60 volunteers eagerly wait-
ing to help whenever they can.
Her goal of reaching 100 girls
in 2003 will be achicved by
spring. Recently, Dena along
with her team of "QFAD" vol-
unteers hosted a tea party at
the Victorian Rose Tea House
in Rochester. Nearly two dozen
teenage girls were treated to

Stacy L. Smith, M.D.

New Office Location:
20008 Farmington Rd. » Livoniz
(Just south of 8 Mite Road)

248-476-3869

Dr. Smith Is board certifled in Family Practice and
has been on staff at Providence Hospital for 10 years.

Dr. Smith sees patlents of all ages for School and
Sports Physicals as well as Adult Health Maintenance.

Many same day appointments available

dinner, manicures, hand treat-
ments and makeovers. Each
wan erowned with a real tiara,
handed down to QFAD from
beauty queens across the
nation.

Giving these girla the royal
treatment is the easlest thing
she's ever done. The laughs and
smiles are reward enough. Itis
the tears though, tears shed
mostly by the girls’ mothers
who marvel at the amazing
transformation of their daugh-
ters, which are the sobering
reality. “I'm not afraid to fall in
love with these girls;” Dena
says. “I'm so0 lucky to be able to
do this for them., I don’t ask
them about their health, they
are with us to forget about
being sick”

Yet, the cancer is there and
already one of Dene’s little
princesses has lost her battle.
Lauren LeRock, 13, passed
away fast December, just weeks
after being featured on the
Oprah shaw, a dream Dena
helped arrange. This spring, in
memory of Lauren, Dena will
gather all the girls and volun-
teers she can muster and
together, pink boes and crowns,
they'll walk in the Gilda's Club
walk. Meanwhile, bring on the
nail polish beeause Dena, a vol-
unteer herself, has lots to do.
Young girls dealing with cancer
are calling,

To make a contribution to
Queen for A Day, call Dena
Raminick at (248) 861-1637 or

teroitafad.com,

Do you have a frilly Easter
bonnet tucked away in your cloo-
t? If 50, we want to know about
it, perhaps take your picture in it.
1fyou no longer have the hat,
maybe you have a picture of that
long-ago Easter when you were
the grandest lndy in the Easter

Parade.
The Obsener Newzpapersis

¢ Tell us about your bonnet

planning a special article on
Faster bonnets for its Sunday,
April 13, edition. Contact Renee
Skoglund, Observer
Newspapers, 36251 Schooleraft,
Livonia, M1 40130; (734) 953-
2128; fax: (734) 591-7279; ¢

mail:
rskoglund @ oe homecomm.net.
Contact her by Friday, March 26.
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Richter-Martin

Leslic Martin and Volker
Richter were married June 1,
2002 in Northern Italy.

“The bride is the daughter of
George and Shitley Martin of
Northville. She is a graduate of
Farmington High Schoal, the
University of Michigan and
Wayne State School of Law.

The groom is the son of Mrs.
Lore Richter of Germany and a
graduate of Aachem University
in Germany. He is employed by
BMW,

The newlyweds honey-
mooned in Bali and make their
home in Munich, Germany.

Tony & Tina's Wedding comes to Hills

Tony & Tina’s Weddingis
caming to the Costick Center
on Saturday, April 5, presented
by the Special Services
Department.

“Fhis is the famous off-
Broadway hit, a wild and funny
spogt_" of a Big, Fat, Italian

visit www.

Wendy Rosa Bice |5 3 Bloomfield Hills
resident.

e g, where the
becomes part of the show.
Guests attend the nuptials and
reception, as the Nunzio and

Vitale "families” come together.

Ticket includes the show,
dancing to a live band, cham-
pagne toast, a pasta dinner, and
of course, a piece of wedding
cake, The show starts at 7 p.m.;
cocktails will be available
beginning at 6:30. Tickets are
$52 and available now at the
Costick Center, ot by calling
Leigh in Culturnl Arts, nt (248)
4731857.
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« Ladies clothing and accessories

» Children’s clothing, toys & furniture
 Maternity wear
» Home decor & furniture pieces
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240 NORTH MAIN STREET » PLYMOUTH ¢ (734) 459-1300
Mon., Thurs., Fri. 10-9 ® Tues., Wed., Sat. 10-6, Sun. 1-5
*Financing With Credit Approval
Visit us at www.walkerbuzenberg.com

Walker/Buzenberg

fine furniture

Sleep Sofas...American’s
Favorite Name in Sleep
Comfort!

Save on a selection of styles that offer the legendary comfor
of La-Z-Boy” seating by day and pamper overnight guests ona
luxutious inner spring mattress.

37205 W SX MILE RD, AT

original prices
on all winter fashions
for men and women*

* 50% OFF ORIGINAL PRICES OUR ENTIRE STOCK
OF MENS AND WOMENS WINTER LEATHER OUTERWEAR
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NEWIORGH ROAD  LIVONIA, MICH 48182  784.591.9244
OPEN MONDAY THRU FRIDAY 10AM-8PM + wm%omm
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AL CLEAPANCS
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SALE ENDS SATURDAY, MARCH 22nd
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