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Legend of Trapper Ron
started with a few skunks

father once told me to
M careful of what you
ask for in life; you may
accidentally recelve it
1 will spend a Tot of time
over the coming months trap-
ping and relocating nulsance
animnls, such as raccoons,
opossum, skurnks, rats, mice
and coyotes fnm'\ property in
F.

from the safety of my kitchen.
Many questions were running
!hmn& my head: would it
spray me, how far could it
lrny. how was 1 going to get
close to the cage, never mind
opening the cage without get-
ting sprayed, and how and
where do 1 take it.

After several cups of coffee,

tthe Far

¢ills and surrounding areas,
Since ) started writing trap-
ping stories 3
have receive a
lot of ques-
tiona on trap-
ping.

One ques-
tion in partic-
ular, I get
asked the
most relates
tohowl
started trap-
Ron ping nuisance

animals. The

f:llcwing i;

the story o
Ron how Trapper
Ron came to
cxistence, I
hope you will
enjoy reading

it,

1t nll started nbout ten years
ago in the driveway of my
hame in the city of
Farmington. [t was about
9:00 p.m. and my wife and [
were attempting to remove
the window sticker off of our
‘brand new full sized van we
‘had just purchased.

1 was standing on the pas-
senger side with the door apen
scraping the sticker off when
two skunks n‘rpcnmd atmy
feet from under the van. I was
in shock and feared moving,
The skunka walked casunlly
past my feet towards my back-
yard and squeczed under the
fence. 1 slowly pecked around
the corner of my house and
watched them crawl under my
deck.

My wife, Kathy, insisted that
I get rid of them for obvious
reasons, I didn’t have a clue
whant to do, 50 I called the city
for help. They said that as
long as the animals were cut-
side the home, they could not
do nnything.

However, they did have a
couple of live traps I could
use, if I wanted to trap it
tysell.

T have hunted and fished my
whole life and T thought that
trapping should be casy
enough so I went to the Police
station to borrow a trap. At
the station, I talked with an
officer while waiting for the
trap to be brought out froma
back room. He asked me what
I'was trapping and I told him
my story about the skunks.

1 asked him what should I
do with any skunks that I
trap; he just laughed and said,
“Sounds iike skunk fricassee
tome”

I replied, “You mean I ean
shoat it once ! trap it” The
officer looked at me witha
very concerned expression and
said, "No, you cannot shoot it,
city ordinance does not allow
anyonc to sct off a fire arm
within the city”

After a second or two [
asked, “Well, can 1 shoot it
with my bow?" The officer
looked at me with a devilish
grin and walked away. 1 took
that to mean 1 had a viable
alternative, until 1 looked at
the trap. The metal wining of
the teap was to tight to shoot
it with a bow and arrow 501
dismissed this option alto-
gether.

Later that evening, I set up
the live trap in the driveway
near the area of my deck
where the skunks had entered
the night before. 1didnt know
what to bait the trap with so 1
looked in the refrigerator. The
only thing that I could see
that might work was hot dogs.
1 grabbed a couple and threw
them into the trap.

Early the next marning, I
looked out my kitchen window
and to my surprise there was a
very large skunk inside the
live trap.

My chest pumped up as 1
strutted down the hallway to
brag to my wife who was stii)
sleeping.

Kathy was very happy but
wondered how and where 1
was poing to get rid of it,

The reality of this finally
sank in as 1 drank a cup of
coffec and watched the skunk

I b dthatIhada
tarp in the garage. I mustered
the courage to deal with the
skunk by covering the cage
with the tarp. I slowly
approached the cage with the
tarp as o shield and laid it
over the skunk without inci-
dent. I continued to wrap the
cage with the loose ends of the
tarp until { had the entire cage
wrapped. Now that I had that
hurdle jumped ¥ called my
father for assistance.

My father was still laughing
when he arrived at my house;
he was a clueless as T wns on
what to do. Fortunately he
owned a plekup truck and we
could use it to move the
lruipcd skunk. My father,

Erik my oldest son, he must
have been oround 5 years old
at the time, and I piled into
the pickup for our adventure.
‘We stowly drove to the neared
park since I didn’t want the
tarp to blow away from the
enge.

Once at the park I took the
trap and sat it on the ground
away from my futher, my son
and the truck, We talked it
over for a minute untii I got
the nerve to reach inside the
tarp to unlatch the trap door.
‘When the door was securcly
open [ ran from it as fastas I
could.

We waited for 5 minutes
and the skunk didn't come
out. After 10 minutes, I
walked up to the cage and
gave a light kick and ran.

1 was amazed that the skunk
wouldn't leave the cage. My
father and I just looked nt
cach other in puzzlement.
Jokingly my father told me to
go over and shake it out. The
look I gave him surely indicat-
ed that he was insane, but
after waiting another five
minutes decided what the
heck,
1left my son by the truck
and told him he was about to
witness two grown men run-
ning frotn a smnd] furry little
animal my father and §
approached the cage slawly. 1
grabbed the rear of the cage
and tilted it so that the open
end was pointed to the
ground. The skunk still didn't
come out. I lifted it higher,
still nothing.

Then in a moment of brav-
ery, I picked up the cage and
gave it a good shake. Suddenly
the cage got a little lighter. My
father was already running ¢
away from me when I noticed
that the skunk was on the
ground.

A split second later the cage
was going oste way, me anoth-
er, and the skunk another.

er my first experience, [
continued to trap at night in
an attempt to ecapture the
other skunk, In the process,
caught two raccoons, an opos-
sum and cventually trapped
the other skunk.

Word quickly spread
throughout the neighborhood
and I found myself daing
favors for friends and ncigh-
bors, 1 cantinued to educate
mynelf on various trapping
techniques eventually turning
my new hobby it into a busi-
ness; the rest is history,

Ultimately, the 2nswer the
question of how 1 became an
animal trapper is by pure acci-
dent, My father, like many
times before, was right again.
As he would put it "ask and
you shall receive.”

As always, anytime you
decide to have professional
come out and review your it
uation, make sure they arc
insured and licensed with the
Department of Natural
Resources,

Do your homework and
make sure you know what are
all of the costs associated with
the services and if there are
any guarantees.

Ron 8aker is 3 professional trapper
and owner of Trapper Ron's Amimal
Removal & Relocation Services. He
can be reached at (248) 478-7649. It
you have & irapping guestion, call
him or send it via e-mait te: rgbasso-
ciaies ®msn com

n an accident damages your business, your Citizens
gent conies to the rescuie. We understand how unsetdling
distuptions to your daily life can be — even if they'ne
minot. Our pledpe is to get you, your family, and your life back to
normal as soon as possible.

CITIZENS

INSURANCE

www.citizensinsurance.biz

Citizens Insurance Company of America has been providing auto,
houie, and business insurance to the peaple of Michigan since
1915, To find your local independent Citizens agent, look in the
yellow pages or visit www.citizensinsurance.biz.
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Less than.

Consolidate debt with one of the lowest equity rates in town.

Greater than.

Plus, get a $50 Gift Card**

bonus: A §50 Gift Cand*

So consolidate debt and add
purchasing power. Stop by any
Sandard Federal brancly, visit
standandfederalbank com, or
call 1-877-732-8240.

You don't hawe to be a math
whiz to see the financial
advantages of Standard Federal's
Home Equity Line of Credit.
Whether you're using it for
home renovations or to reduce
credh card debt, it gives you one
of the lowest rates around, plus you pay no closing

I V.

Slandars Federal Bank

costs* and your interest may be tax deductible? Member ABN AMRO Group
And for a lintted time, you'll recetve an added sundardtedersidank.com Stands
st 1D Federal’

€200 Stondars fecurm Rem 0 ¢

T AP & i 7 e gt P Rt i s e oy " et cf Ty Wt St e ottt 3y of Pre rerclr oD FrrecweHy
T bieeg Cycis On Januiary 31, 2001, Prime ws 4 25 as (e Avual "Rate (APR On Starvlani Facwralh torme {uly | e of Cradk procucTs verwd betwetn
50% 4 7 25%, SDACNg 0N YOur K5XYOVAG COVMEMen! amount wt ot Preme a8 T 28 £ thanom fe AP (n youx aroud wl hmae The e APR &
s e - pencl Home {Outy LK 0 Cre0R i¥ TG 10 Cves OCTai0ied 14 LAy D0 resGencas
> Yous broperty You TRt cay curm G 't recesay Ooung
e Ay 20000 I o sus

2 Crvc Faciuriees mamber Ses your tan v 2w makong an e

i) e 086 of $13 D00 O MO you Wl Ly 1 Pacee 3 G Card worth 530
o7 01 COLRG T Of Gre 41 Card) Gar €W f TucR i e s 0 $15 00 ot Uy e v 0 v o s A OBorat
1 Mty b COPBIOed IRCOrTE 10 You Kt Bz PUrPOsMS AsserCard™ i § ragezie-sd acrment of MameeCad ineamuncm W

rorossesssess




