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*1 was pleased with the
number of younger kids who
got a chance to go there and
swiny,” Duthic snid.

"They got a handle on what
transpires ut a state meet nad
what they need to be working
on for next year. 1t should
serve as a little motivation for
them.”

As a team, North scored 51
polnts and finlshed 15th
among 70 schools that hnd
swimmers competing in the
meet, which was wan by
Alma.

“Any time you go to a meet
like that, you come awiy wish-
ing you had done a little bet-
ter, but we were very pleased
with our performance,” Duthie
said.

12 was a very tough mcet;
anything at the state level is.
When you have 70 teains, it’s
Roing to be pretty good com-
petition, In retrospeet, 1 didn't
think we were going to finish
higher than 13th.

“Bath coaches in our pro-
gram understood going in the
kind of athletes we had. A lat
of teams finished ahead of us
that we probably would've
beaten in a dunl meet - and
did beat.

*Qur strength was our depth
this year. We were a strong
dual-meet team, We didn't
have anybody this year of the
strength and ealiber to finish
first or sccond, an outstanding
athlete who could pult us up
into a better position.

“Everybody in our program
iz of comparable speed. But
we think that will be coming
up down the road. If the kids
we have keep working hard,
we're going to be more power-
ful in the near future”

North senior Jeff Mataya
was 15th in the 500 freestyle
(5:01.18) and 16th in the 200
freestyle (1:50.44).

Senior Matt Newman was
14th in the breaststroke
(1:03.21), and senior
Mohamad Bachrouche was
16th in the 100 freestyle
(50.68).

Al three had faster times in
the prelims, Mataya went
1:49.74 in the 200,
Bachrouche 49.48 in the 100
and Newman 1:02,34 in the
breaststroke.

“I think Mohamad, espeeial-
ly on Friday, had the best per-
formance for us;” Duthie said.
“His relay swim was very

good.

“On Saturday, he had kind
of a bad break in the hundred.
A bad turn set him baek. But
he had a good swim on the
medley relay, and he came
back strong at the end of the
meet in the 400 relay.

“Matt Newman always has
been an outstanding competi-
tor who stepped up to the sit-
uation. He struggled this sea-
son with injuries. But he man-
aged to hang in there very well
and had a good meet.

“Jeff Mataya - ! can’t say
enough abott him and the
kind of effort he put in over
four years. He made terrific
improvements. He's n hard
waorker and he never missed &
practice, including the option-
al ones.”

‘The medley relay team of
Thomas Naughton, Newman,
Bank and Bachrouche was
14th (1:44.34), and the four-
some of Bachrouche, Keith
Jones, Mataya and Bank was
11th in the 400 freestyle relay
(3:19.67).

*This was one of the most
clgoylble groups of student-
athletes I've ever worked with
in 88 years,” Duthic said. "It
was just a very good team;
there was a lot of good cama-
raderle.

“A lot of things fell into
place right from the very start.
Sometimes it takes a while to
get it going and sometimes
you never do., But it fell into
place right away and worked
out nice.”
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Brother Rice swimmers finish 3rd in state meet

BY MARTY BUDNER
STAFF WRITER

No regrets,

Birmingham Brather Rice's power-
ful swim team could huve purticipated
in the Division 1T state meet with a
grent chance of coming home with the
champlonship trophy.

However, the Warriors elected to
remain in Division I, While Brother
Rice did not return with the hardware,
coach Mike Venos was satisfied with
hiis tewm’s third-place showing,

Ann Arbor Pioneer defended its
Division | state championship with
282 points. Holland was next with 240
and Brother Rice was right behind at
239.

“It wits a fantastic meet for us, Yeih,
we were disappainted to finish third
by a point, but we walked out of there
with our hends held high,” said Venos,
whose team was third last year, too,

Brother Rice was the smalfest school

in the Division I competition, but it
had the nost individoal gqualifiers with
21, The Warriors would have made
more than 30 individunl quatifiers had
it parti ed in Division (L

yed up in Division 1, 1o we
eould swim against the Pioneers and
the Hollunds. Pioneer has one of the
Dhest teams in the country” he said.
“We wanted that chaltenge and that's
what motivated our kids.

- 10t 1aking anything away from
Division [1. But, we knew going in,
after toaking at the Diviston 1T qualify-
ing times, that it wouldn't be as much

of a chillenge for us considering the
quality of swimmers we had this year.
T why we petitioned to stay in

Division 1.

“For us it’s not about taking home
the hardware, it's about swimming as
fast as we can,” he said. “There are no
regrets”

Brother Rice started the mecet in
unique style, tying Holland for first

place in the medley relay in a time of
1:36.29.

“Fhe team included Steven
Schaenhals, Brent Sacli, Brandon
Goad and Jerry Fisher.

“We were a second-and-a-half
behind in that event and we came
back ta tie it,” said Venos,

“(Brandon) Goad had one of the
fastest Ay splits in the state in that
race and got us hack into it, What a

acel”

r

firnther Rice also won the 200
freestyle relay behind the efforts of
ard, Sacli, Mike Arm
and Fisher. Their time was 1:26.7
The 400 freestyle reliy team place
second.

Individually, Lessard captured his
first state title by taking the 200-yard
freestyle in a time of 1:41.51,

He narrowly edged Steve Bowling of
Grand Blane who placed second in
14194,

Lessard followed that blue-ribhon,

4

finish with a second-place showing in
the 100 freestyle (46.53).

“As a frestman, Lessard was 11th or
12th on the depth chart in the 200
freestyle” said Venos, whose team won
the 2000 Class A state title. "And he
ended up as a state champion in that
event with the fastest time in the
state”

Gond wits §ith in the butterfly
Schoenhals fifth in the bock-
), John Sisk 11th in the
, Jerry Fisher ninth in the
100 freestyle (47.99) and Mike Burton
12th in the backstroke (55.76).

Redford-Detrait Catholic Central’s
Rob Cyrek finished fifth in the IM
(1:58.37) and teamed with Dan Jones,
Joe Zatkofl and Andrew Catlin to fin-
h 16th in the 400 freestyle reluy
{ 0} at the Division I meet.

Carlin was 23rd in the [M (2:04.44).
Cryek 20th in the butterfly (54.58)
and the 200 freestyle relay team was
17th (1:30.69).
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