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Granholm carves new

ground for

nst week, Gov. Jennlfer €

Democrat

the moet painful budget message hieard In
Michigan in many, many years.
d batancing Vic esti d §1.7 bil-

She prop
1lon budget deficit for the fiscal year that begins
in October by cutting $937 milllon in state
spendlng and proposing around $400 million
ench in new revenues (increasing the thax on
diesel fuel, for exnmple) and accounting mancu-
vers.

The big winners: Publlc
schoals (the $6,700 per-pupil
foundation grant will be

ined) and early childhood

of lons — attitudes of state employce
unions, saving money by diverting some prison-
ers to lose expensive dnig treatment plans, clos-
ing loopholes like transfer Laxes on property sales
~— that may not pan out. The economy could fall

. into full-blown receasion. The incvitable Tegiala-
tive and Jobbying arm-twlsting has yet to tzke
place.

Moreover, the fuct is that the state foces some-
thing like o $1 billion “structural budget deficit™
that will dominate budget discussiond for years to
come, As the widely respected Citizen's Research

Council pointed out in n report fssued last year,

educntion. The big lasers:
universities and community
colleges (n 6.5-percent cut),
graduating high school sen-
iors ($2,500 college merit
scholarships for those who
did well on the MEAP test
will be cut to $500) and state
employees ($250 million in
negotinted wage and benefit
increases were zeroed out of

L Pomr

the budget).

Legislative and media reaction was generally
sdmiring. Granholm did the run-up to her budg-
et message in a spectacularly effective series of
show-and-tell performances around the state.
And her overall tough approach — “The days of
spending beyond our means are over,” she said in
an unusual personad appearance before the
House and Sennte appropriations committees -
;\lmpmlse from Democrats and Republicans

Upon reflection, three thirgs stand out.

First, Granholm may wind up carving entirely
new ground for s Democratic politician.

Her predecessor, Republican John Engler,
hind an entirely d style — 1

the of tax cuts over the past decade
and relatively high expectations for state services
have resulted in budgets that are intrinsically

\ d unless hing fund 1 Is
done. This debate has yet to take place, but it
surely will.

Third, Granhalm is coming awfully close to
inflicting real, long-term damage to one of
Michigan's greatest long-term competitive

Store owner's joke on duct
tape tickles funny bone

here's an old Mark Twaln quote thatbasi-  For vml'nmmcﬁm’mm
T e e e s s ot
Eg::gﬂa::dwm Mare started juking fear of muctear atack, That e
et
oy e DER00W Al e
e o oy tig o0 s he il ere e o
enough in the swm :{l(ilnclh::;!u :»cre they tedium of Sp?ml'lq tests and other

hen he let loose witha  Classroom work, They were a time to see

Joke about the posaibility
that the director of
Homeland Security wasa

our friends and make jokes.

stockholder in duct tape or —
in hardware stores.
The joke wasa | dered why the neighbors were using land

relicf, & break from talking
nbout terrorism at home, &
war with Iraq, rising gas

prices and a cool winter. For

for a bomb shelter and not a garden. He pret-

ty much considered it a waste, J suspect be

knew exactly what an atomic bomb would do.
As it turned out, the bomb shelter wasa

ndvantages — our high-quality state
ties and the research un& development efforts
they support. Support for higher education
has now been cut by something like 10 per-
cent over the past two budget years. This is
the biggest cut since the recession in the early
19803,

To her credit, Granholm said the higher edu-
cation cuts were the most palnful part of her
budget. But she also snid quite clearly that,
“Higher cduention is not as critical ns making
sure a child is ready to go to college in the first
place”

‘The fact remains that massive budget cuts
for universitics can do an awful lot of damuge
in a very short time, damage that takes mary
years to repair. Students und families will
inevitably get hit with big tuition increases,

blunt and determinedly non-inclusive. And i
during the last years in office, Engler tried to
doan ible balancing act, 1 |

not to ion the loss of $2,500 college
scholarships. Universities will have to cut
caurses, incrense class sizes, reduce library and

cutting taxes, increasing spending and finding
all kinds of sccounting gimmicks tb balance
the budget.

Granholm wants to “build a go: that is

P facilitics and do all the things that
save money but fikely cut quality.
What keeps Michigan distinctive and fuels our
economy and the prosperity of our citizens is the
11 of our i in

lean, not mean.” She says that at times of budget
erisis a government cannot be or do everything
for everybody and that tough-minded decisi

human and intellectual capltal.
Gov. f‘}ml"\hulm nnd the Legislature need to be

must be made about spending priarities. Fora
Democrat to be 3 budget hawk is a new
approach. Perhaps Granholm's is dictated by the
stringency of the times, but I wovldn’t be sur-
prised if it really works.

Second, nobody should assume this budget is
going to solve all our problems. It's based on lots

g htful about the long-term conse-
uences ns they come to closure on this part of
e budget.

Phil Powes is chalrman of the Goard of the company that
ovwns Whis newspaper. He would be pleased to get your reac-
tions to this cofumn either at (734) 953-2047 or at
poowerZtomecommnel.

Beat the winter blahs by heading to Casine Windsor

More resons 1o wme out & ploy at Casino Windsr!

where the U.S. curmency echange gets you more play time and more chances
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‘A REALLY BIG SHEW: Starring lerry Hoban a3 £d Sullvan - MAR 11" - AFR 57
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10X ODDS
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Only Casino Windsor can take the most exciting game around and make it
even better, 10X Odds on Craps only at Casino Windsor.
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Find new decorating
ideas each Thursday ..
in At Home W
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iversl me, it was that, great place for kids to play. It was our fort
as Twain sald, "We are pret-  when we p'(ui;rd army war games, a secret
y funny” clubhouse when we nieeded to hide away from

A co-worker of mine had his own take on
duct tape on the home front: “If life depends
on duct tape, plastic sheeting and canned
food, I don't want it”

For me, the duct tape warnings took me
back to the 19508, when peaple were building
bomb shelters in their yards, and we had air
raid drills in school. We would be taken into
the school's musty basement and sit there
until the drill was over.

For years I've read that children in the
1950s grew up under 8 mushroom cloud of
fear of puclear attack. That may have been
how journalists wrote about it, but for us kids
the drills were a break from the tedium of
spelling tests and other classroom work. They
were o time to see our friends and make jokes.

1 don't even know how scrious our teachers
tnok the drills. Many of the men were World
War 1 veterans. They knew that huddling in
the basement of Calvin Coolidge Grude
School on Detroit's west side probably wasn't
much of a defense against an atomic attack.

My own father was a World War 11 Navy
veteran who was someplace in the Pacific
waiting to help invade Japan when the
nuclear age was launched when the US.
dropped nuclear bombs on Hiroshima and

N .

1 guessed that helped hilm keep asense of !
humor during the 1950s, when some neigh-
bothoods were building » bomb shelter on an
empty lot. Being an old farmer himself, he

our parents and a good place to rendezvous
when we became interested in girls.

The anly thing that did frighten me asa
child were the shades in my bedroom. § was
raised in an old house on Detroit’s west side,
not far from the Ford Rouge complex. The
shades wrre thick and dark green and would-
n'tlet any light in.

In & way they were great, I could sleep in
and not have the sunlight wake me. For aong
time, I thought that my parents had been o
kind that they installed the shades so | could
sleep late, That's thz kind of thing you think
in childhood.

But later T leamed that they were binckout
shades left over from World War {1, when the
Dettoit arca could have been a target of German
or Japanese attacks. 1 envisioned griny black
and white filtn images 1'd glenned of sneaky
Japanese flyers dropping bombs on innocent
l::g!c or cartoon-like Getman officers in

cr boots stomping on small children.

1 was relicved 1 wasn't ative during World
War IT and that 1 didn’t have to huddle in my
room afrald of bombs falling.

Techaps that's why 1 was relieved when the
hardware store manager made a joke about
duct tape. It's the new incarnation of the
blackout shades in my old bedroom and 1 |
needed a little comie relief. o

Jelt Counts is 2 semi-retired journafist who thinks duct
tape is a cure-all for amything In the house.
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#oBLOWOUT SALE " SAME MONTH!
OF THE YEAR!! SATURDAYS
EVERYTHING AND SUNDAYS  §
gy, MUST GO/ maRCH 15,16,23,30

® 4 Pieoe Leather Sectional with Chaise. ................$2,160
@ Tan Micro Fiber Sofa, Loveseat, Chair & Ottoman . ........ $1,511

® Compiste King & Queen Size Glorglo & Excelsior Bedroom Sets
King or Queen Bed, 2 Night Stands, Dresser, Mirror & Armoire
ragardless of Original Prica ......... All trom $3,899 to $8,900
® Dining Room Sat with Buffet, Extension Table & 6 Chairs
regardigss of Original Prics ..... .. ... All from $2,489 to $6,889
@ Wall Units — Media Centers ~ Large & Small
regardless of Original Price. ........... Allfrom $689 to $4,889

@ Large Selection of Dining Room Chairs - Both Arms & Sides
1egardiass of Original Prica. ............ Each from $89 1o $149

PLUS... A HUGE Selection of Odds & Ends

Tablas, Sofas, Loveseats, Sactionals, Curios, China's & Desks
ANl At UMBERIEVABLE Prices!!!

AND DURING THIS SALE ONLY...
SHERWOOD OFFERS EBEE DELIVERY (WITHIN 30 MILES)

. SHERWOOD WILL PAY YOUR SALES TAX £8...
SHERWOOD WILL GIVE YOU LYEAR SAME AS CASH! -/

SHERWOOD STUDIOS WAREHOUSE
24760 Crestview Court » Farmington Hills

studlos  au saes




