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Dramatic rock opera comes to Opera H

'Rent’ cast: There's no day, but today
ouse Tuesday

and back

BY LANA MINE
STAIT WRITER

The band was gain
life,

naliy thrilled about tl
his fricnds,

And he will.
Mezzanine,

hear the music on th
sic.net.

Wrom ‘Rent’ to Mezzanine

again

Kevin Spencer, who plays Roger in Rent. is the gui-
tarist for the Canadian hand Mezzanine,

ing serious momentum by MTV, its

fans, and big record labels hefore Rent entered Spencer’s

Rent came to Spenrer, not vice versa. He wasn't origi-

he iden of leaving his bandmates -

| talked with the hand and they knew that Rent is
serious stuff; Spencer said. "And they know I'll be back™”

When Rent is over, he'll re-direct his energy to

In the meantime, watch for news about the band and

¢ Internet at www.mezzaninemu-
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BY LANA NINI
STAFF WRITER

1t's a rock opera with a viva-
cious message that appeals t>
young and hip, mature and cul-
tured audiences.

“Rent jolts viewers physically,
mentally and spiritually if
you're witling to let it seep in,”
said Kevin Spencer, who por-
trays Roger. He's performed it
nearly 500 times in two years
and embraces its underlying
theme of Jove and immedincy.

Rent, inspired by La
Boheme, is the Pulitzer Prize-
and Tony Award-winning rock
musical that's coming to the
Detroit Opera Houee, Tucsdny-

The cast of ‘Rent’ comes to Ihe Detroit Opera House this week.

stopped measuring our accom-
plishments with money, stock
of oil and instead measured life
with love and how we treat oth-
ers, then the world would be
cven more beautiful than it is
today. It's not just a theater
production, it's an experience”
Rent features musical direc-
tion by Tim Weil and choreog-
raphy by Marlies Yearby.
Widely publicized is that Rent's
creator, Jonathan Larson never
saw the play’s success, Larson
died uncxpectedly of an aortic
ancurysm in 1996, hours after
Rent's final of-Brondway dress
rehearsa
*Larson’s writing was genius
not because he writes great
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¥ihat: Rent

Wher: March 18-23

Where: Detroit Opera House, 1526 Broadway

Shows: B p.m. Tuesday-Saturday, 2 p.m. Saturday-Sunday, 7:30 p.m.

Wind Ensemble of the Greater Lansing
Symphony Otchestza

Thomas Sheets o tuvor

Set 3/228pm

Pecse Auditerium « Ypsilants

After serving as canductor of the UMS
Chata! Umon for the past decade,
Thomas Sheets conducts hig final perfor-
manze wizh the Charal Union. Under Dr.
Sheet's tecdership, the U¥S Chosol Union
has won high prasse for its glonaus
sound. The Chargl Union “made this
UNCOMPIOMmIsING musi<...SDLAd Gt once
sublime and altcgether marogechle.”
(The Detroit News)

Rocrar
Honneger
Durafié

Kung Dovid
Regquiem

Sunday.

Tickets: On openirg night March 18, prime seats are discounted S13
off regutar price. Tickets that night are §20-$42.50. Tickets for
remaining shows $20-55.50, avaitable at the Detroil Opera House
of Fisher Theatre, or ca!f (248) 645-6666. For information, call 13
8721000 o visit vww.nedertander.com.

Mon3/248pm
Tue 3/258pm
Wed 3/26 8 pm
#ichigan Theater » Ann Arbor
Nathe
pomer ard trgnscendent teguty of Kodo.
£ group that must be expenenced tobe

 B5

con guite cammpare mith tre visceral

for more about Rent, visit www sentthetour.com

beleved, these mesmenzieg drummers fram

Sundny, March 18-23.

‘The musical was originally
geared townrd Generation X
and eclebrates a community of
New York artists cirea 1995,
‘They're perplexed by hardships
they endure while trying to live
their artistic ideals. Art, cre-
ativity, HIV, hope, love and
heartbreak are prevalent
themes.

Spencer is an interesting
character to watch both on and
off stage. The Canadinn actor
had an nscending musical
carcer before joining Rent. The
guitarist-drummer-vocalist
performed in Lilith Fair and
for the Queen of England. His
hand Mezzanine, described as
4 Bach-meets-Peter Gabriel-pro-
% duced-by-Radiohead, was gain-
ing serious labe), fan and
media attention before Rent
called for his voice.

So for the moment, Rent is
Spencer’s love.

“The recurring tnessage is
*there’s no day but todny. but
you don't realize it until the
end.” Spencer xaid. *If we

songs and scripts, but the way
the music tells the same story
as the lyrics,” Speacer
cxplained. "When I sing o song
where the lyries tell the same
story as the music, 1 have no
choice but to be completely

absorbed by it”
His charncter, Roger — who
has HIV, but not AIDS — con-

stantly fights with himself. He
needs to learn to love himself.
Spencer understood Roger's
character even before Rent.

“Before Rent 1 was in a pretty
dark place,” Spencer said. "1
waus doing things that weren't
healthy for me. I went through
a hard break-up from a serious
long-term relationship, person-
ally 1 wasn't in & positive place.
1 can understand some of the
pain, the ‘poor me' fecling that
the character Roger endures,

*Rent is for anyone withan
open mind”

And for anyone who wants to
Teave the theater with a desire
to love more than before.

Iminidoe homecommnet | (248) 1-7572
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" % % Y out of A stars, Yew 1aave th:
thorsuphly lesigorated. It simost
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MAY 13 - 18 » FOX THEATRE

Arrive Zarly! Doors open 90 minutes prior to showtime,

Theatrs

N

Jepan's Sado Island bave generoted o milcly
ecthupiastic Follomng sinee the stuaning
debut in 1981
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Susan Graham
mezzo-soprano

WIN FREE TICKETS!

Malcom Morinead pars
n3/288pm
Lydia Mendelssohn Theatre » Ann Atbor

Grazed w.th o seamless aad remarkably
Creamy sound, Suson Graham hos emerged
5 one of the most sought-after ingers of
ourtime. Atthe cpes of hee coreer, Ms.
Graham's imaginative portroyals of the
mast demanding lynic mezzo-soprano roles
crd her compzlling interpretations of art
song and symphonit iterature place her

1n the yame league as {etsha Bartol,
Yesselnn Kasaroea, fenmiltec Larmore,

and Anne Sutie von Dtter

Takécs Quartet
and Muzsikds

Tickats start of post $19

wt3/2% 15

Rackham kuditonun « Ann Atbor

The Takars Quartet returny mith the popufar
Hurgoooa ypsy enemble, Mutubds, fore
program of ¢t ambier 1 unc with Hungaran
irtigeaces Muznkos traces Harganiah
melodres bork to thew ractyn the viltcges
of Trorsyhano, performeng the folksongy
thet inspured the eanyentional chamber
mutic warks of Bartob ond Fodaly
pertormed cn this pegram

. AR

eees WA

10 O
When Evil Visits, (248)377-3300
Turn Out The Lights GROu? DISCOVNTE: (248) 370-3316

www.mbtheatre.com
W
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WAIT UNTIL
DARK

Oy Feaderick Knott

MAR 19 - APR 13

*_u first rate shocker—the sespente
drmce we've lomg weited eogechy”
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Featunng Marto Srtestyén
sun3/30 4pm

Rackhgm Auditotium « Ann Atbor

“Myzsikds, with the breathtoking vocals of
Mdrta Sebestyén, hay made Hurganan
music one of the mest poputat felk styles
Europe ~ (Boston Glebe) Recognized oround
the wertd for thei outstanding musician-
ship and enchanting interpretations of
traditronal Eastern European folk music,
Wurkds ks been featured 1 0 number of
film scores, including The £nghish Patieat,
which won an Oscar for muste.
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Groat seats are available at the Fox
lihout
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and Fisher Theatre box offices servica charges),
! and st o outlets, including Marshall Field's. S 134.764.2538 morg
5 . . www.ume.oH SO
Charge by Phone 248 1615 ‘.,HTS rarwde e D area e o 00.221.1229 .
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Qr online at OlymplaEntertalnment.com
Groups call 313-471-0099




