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28 Kids heath

The Schaofcraft College Phi
Theta Kappa Honor Society will
sponsor 3 Kids Heatth and Satety
OayfromDam loipm.
Saturday, March 29, in Lhe laver
‘Waterman Campus Center at
Schookcraft Cotiege, This fun and
educational event will includ2 3
Or. Bear Clinic, Mousescise and
activilies on food safely 2nd first
2. Theea also will be represer
Latives from the pofice depart-
ment ta fingerpriat children 306
12tk about keeping out of danger,
and representatives from the
fize department Lo talk sbout
fire safety.

Tickels for the event are S5
per person and include a hot
doq lunch. To purchase tick-
els, call ihe Student Aclivilies
Office al (724) 4644422

B Chofesterol
screening

Farmee Jack and the Greater
QOakland Visiting Rurses
Association continve to host
“Farmer Sxck Hestttry Tuesdays™
{rom flam.to 2 pm The onga-
ing program oifers iree dlood
pressure a0d Gluzose screening,
and a non-asting. total choles-
terol screening for $5,

“Iveryone 2) years and
older needs 1o know what
their chiotesterol humbers are.
11200 or tawer, lesting should
be done svery five years.” said
Patti Moore, Community
Yiellness manaqer for the YHA.

Screening is offered &t the fot:
krwing Farmes Jxck Socations:

™ March 18 and Aprit 15,
29751 Seven Mile Road,
Livonia

B March 18 and Aprit 18,
171447 Haggerly, Herhville

B April 29, 225 Canton
Center, Canton

B Aprif 29, 26400 Ford
Road, Dearborn

for more information, call
(14B) 6831770, ext. 213.

i@ Beaumont gsant
Beaumont Hospital's
Research Institute has been
awarded 3 $50.000 pilot
grant by the Michael J. Fox
Foundation to support Its
Parkinson's disease research.
“e ere proud to be one of
aselect group of Institutions
to be funded by the Michael
J.Fox Foundation.” said
Beauimont neurologist and
Iead rescarcher Dr. Peter
Letitt. “The grant allows us
to contlnue vrorking foward
pinpolnting early warning
markets that may eventuafly
tead to better treatments
and a cure for thls disease.”

& Diabetes study
ofihe

setewr Hometarentife.com

Medical breakthrough

New procedure at Beaumont helps

Y DIANE GALE ANDREASSI
CCRRISPCNDENT

octors around the world will be

watching how a 16-year-old

Michigan hoy docs following a
first-ever experimental treatment at
Beaumont Hospital after he was shot
through the henrt with a nait gun.

Doctors used stem cells fram the
patient’s awn blood te 11y to repair
heart damage, Experts believe the pro-
cedure could be 1sed to regenerate
other organs, as well.

“Peaple not just in cardiology will
tnke n keen interest in this,” said
Berumont cardiologist Dr. Steven
Timmls. “This will have implications
for all osgan systems in everything
from spinal injurlcs to heart attacks, to
just about any other serious medical
condition In which there is death or
[ereversible injury to tissue. We're at
the dawn of a new age”

Dimitri Bunnville's ordeal began on
the morning of Feb. 1 not long after he
started work as a handyman. Bonnville
was at work on a painting job when a
20-year-old co-worker pointed a nail
gun at him and shot it at his chest.”

*“He sald, ‘Do you want me to shoot
you in the foot?’ and 1 sald, No, shoot
yoursell;” snid Bonnville, explatning
what happencd minutes before a silly
prank would forever change his life. A
fow hours after heleft hils fl‘:.lmc,

illc's parents were ealled.

Or. George (7
Geunberger Diabetes Instiute
T Bloomfieid Hits, is partici-
pating n the targest diabetes
prevention trlat to date and is
looking fof indlviduals who are

Doctors at Beaumont gave Bonnville
n 50-50 chance of surviving the sur-

gery.

“They opened him right up and took
out the nall” said his stepmother,
! {ile. “A week later, he

A thklor take
part. The Lrésl $pans 40 coun-
tries and will erwoil more than
7500 patients. The study will
evatusie two medications, as-
rendly FDA approved for olher

started bleeding internally and his lun
collapsed™ '
Doctors told Bonnvilie’s parenta that

he had severe heart damage to one-
third of his heart and that he would Le
a candidate for a heart teansplant
someday. They gave the funily another
option - the new stem ccll treatment.

“When they presented this id
discussed it with Dimitri and he s
“Whatever you can do so Feandive)”
said Tammera Bennville, “He wanted
ta try anything. We started researching
it and basically getting as much infor-
mation as we could get. But being the
first person in the world getting it,
there wasn't & lot of information.

“From what we nnderstood at the
time it was basically the last resort,”
she said. "Heart transplants don't last
forever. Being a 16-year-old athletic
child, we were trying to get him back
to a new normnl”

RECOVERY

A month after the stem cell trans-
plant, it was hard to belicve Dimitri
B&lmnvil]c had noy health problems nt
all

*Everything hasn't really changed
that much - other than J can’t do noth-
ingr said Bonnville carlier this month
on & Wednesday morning following o
press conference at the hospital where
doctors revealed the new procedure.

Beaumant cardiologist Dr, Cindy
Grines had been rescarching the stem-
cell trentnient when Bonaville was
admitted to the hospital Feli. 1.

Dimitri was tnken to urgent care
nenr his Almont home in rural Lapeer
County and then rushed to Beaumont
Hospltal. Doctors removed the nail
that lodged in his heard and netually
served as o plug that prevented him
from bleeding to death. Shortly after-
ward, Bonnville suflered nomiassive
heart attack.

Dimitri Banaville rests while stem cells are
extracied from his bload.

=In the past, heart muscle was
rrevessibly damaged;

said Grines, direetor of Beaumont™s
cardiac cathieterization laboratarics,
who developed the treatment for
Bonnville. cane thought onee
those cells were dead these sas noth-
ing you conld do”

However, Inboratory stndies bave
shown that stem cells from the blood
can help bring new life to damaged
hearts.

On Feb. 17, Bunnville began a fone-
day regimen of Nenpogen to stinulate
the production of stem cell
Bood. Doctors harvested b
with n special blood collet
and using a heart catheter transplant-
ot the stem eells into an artery that
supplics bload to the front of the beart.

utes, whell
they safety and efiectively
detyy the onset of Type 2 dis-
betes and tardiovascular

Liver recipient urges more orga

¥Y JULIE BROWH.
STAIT WRITER

Dr. Michacl Hagan knowa he wouldn't
be alive today if it weren't for his lver

donor.

*1 feel the real hiero [n this story is the
donar family” said Hagan, » Dlcomticld
Township physician who spoke Tuerday,
March 31, to the Plymouth AM. flotary

Club,
Hagan told his story O{l}){'lildinﬂ :li
ATS &8 RN EMCTREN ysiclan an

i e cyP”B.x\'mslllkcly

al compensa-

provided.
To learn more about this
study, call (268) 335-TH40 ot
vl wwwgdt-pesom,

then ¥

from a patient. He needed a career

thange, so went into adminiatration with

8t, Joseph Merey Hospital i Pontiac.
Hagan recelved his liver transplant

several yoars ago at the University of

Michigan. He shared the story of his life-
raving operation, nnd encoursged
Rotarians and their Toved ones to siga up
to become organ donors,

Hagan felt symproms of liver failune,
and wna told there was an BO pereent
certainty he hind less than 18 monthe to
1lve, He was placed on the transplant list,

Michigan hns some 2,369 people
awalting n trnnsplant, he rald, with the
national figure over 80,000, Michigan i<
ranked near the bottom in organ dona-
tion,

*They actunlly advised me to go out of
state, Hngan sakd. “It wae n very dilficult
time”

He spent about two years on the list. at
ane point prepasiug for surgery and
learning the donor ongan was unaccept-

heart regenerate

‘The operatinn lasted less than 60 min-
utes.

Five days Iater, a defibrillator was
implanted in his chest to cantrot the
jrregular heartbeats he is now suseepti-
Ble to as a result of the damage eansed
iy the heart attack.

"We're hoping these patients with
st eive heart attacks will live a more
or less normat life] said Grincs.

HOPEFUL

Before the accident, Bonnville, an
tith-grade student at Almont High
School, was involved in weestling, soc-
cer, baseball and foathall. He atso had
a passion for snowboarding.

“We'dd like 10 see hitm do some of that
in,” sail ‘Tanunera Bonoville,
“Ihere are no guarantees, but we're
vesy hopeful”

The procedure will now be offered to
other Beaumont patients who show no
chanee of recavering damaged heart
muscles. “Matients won't have the side
effects of medication,” said Grines.
ce it's their own cells, they won't
reject the”

When the heart is injured, it goes
through a process of progressive dete-
tioratian, hecoming weaker and weak-
cruntil a person needs a heaet trans-
plant. A stem cell transplnt represents
a fairly noninvasive way to regenerate
the heart mnsele, “whether you're 16,
60 or 70,7 said Timmis.

*Our hope is that we ean prevent the
deterioration and have sume improve-
ment in heart function,” be added.
“This is an area of rescarch that's traly
in its infancy. We have an awfullot 1o
featn. Dimitri is a bit of a piopeer. And
1 think it's important 10 emphasize the

PLEASE SEE HEART, €7

n donations

able, “The docturs 101 me Thad probably
Teas than 1no weeks to
Tes done well sinee surges, with
fatigue his only proldent. Nagan tahes
antirejection medications

SEEKING INFORMATION

e learned his donar was a
woman with a heatthy liver. "So the prog-
onis wars pretty g for me” Hagan
wanted 1o Teatn mote abant the youry;
swennan and her Ganily

He wimte alettee through the Gilt of
Life hut d i piv. He learned
the dunor was frim Spatow Hootal in
Lansing.

Hagan, past president of Birminghnm-
Bloomfield Families in Aetion, was con-

2yeat-old

fined ta besne some sivmonths by a
wirnre reaction to medication. Puring
that tinse, Be wante and called those who
had offezed prayes and enconragement.

g Bad lod ason. A

repurter al the Lansing
hnew was mwvaee he'd been on the waiting,
Tist. She told him nfal
who had becn vn a ventilater for five
diys after being shat.
Hagan went 10 the Qate libmary in
Lansing 1o cheek back issues. He found
the likely denor’s namé. He then joined ¢
Gifl of Life, fur which he continues ta
volunteer, and founded an American
Liver Fausnlation chapter here.

When be read in a Detroit paper that
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