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Bonnyille and her hushand,
Craig, have four ather children.
Dimitriis the oldest.
"1t definitely changed our
Tives for said Tammera Anorexla/bulimla
Bennville, "It makes you realize 3eaumant Hospatal atfers a supzort
hew important family is, not to geoup led Sy receuenng cr recoversd
sweat the small stulfand to ancresics andler outimics 7330 pim
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courage he exhibited with this
pioneering technology”
The procedure might be used

ta improve other organs, he
said, Research on the subject
has been ongoing by other area
hospitals, as weil.

For instance, the University
of Michigan Medical Center
published a study in the March
jssue of the Journal of the

American Collexe of Cardinfogy

addressing muscle cells taken
from patients’ Jegs that were
shown to have grown in their
hearts.

NORMALCY

Dimitri’s parents are still try-

ing to find same sort of nornual
¢y in their lives, Tammera

love your family, because you
never know!
Diniitri returned home in
early March and was tald o
stay on i low-stress, Jow-exer-
cise routine, “We're taking it
slow,” said ‘Tammera Bonnville.
“We
able o do yet.”
Dimitri i3
schood and is scheduled to start

cardiac rehabilitation. "It pret-

ty tough,” he said. “[Heave it to
all the doctors. [ have faithin
my doctors. [ was never really,
realiy religious, but Thonestly
think twice about it now, [ wish

- it never would have happenud, I Grief support

T could take it all back §woul

ve really nest sure what he's

ting to retumn to
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the murder trial in the young
woman's death was about to
start, he felt he needed 1o be
there, *I was very determined
to go to Lansing.”

The six-weck trial was his
first time in a courtroom. He
met the prosecuting attorney,
whao was curious about the
only white person in the
courteoom, but Hagan didn’t
reveal his ties duc to patient
confidentiality.

1ater, when that lawyer
fcarned who Hagan was, he
said he felt as if a part of the
victim was alive in the court-
room. That motivated the
lawyer.

“fe would talk to the family
and to me.” Hagan told of his
son's death and the family
accepted him.

Atone point in the trial,
another family member arrived
and asked about Hagan. She
wad told he was part of the
family. “She had na idea how
true that was.” he said.

The prosccutor suggested
sending a letter through the
victim's rights advocate, and
Hagan agreed to do so when
the trial ended. He praycd

with the family; Hagan, vho

waa raised Catholic and
spent six years at Sacred
Heart Seminary, had no
trouble joining in their
prayers.

When they leamed who he
was, the father told of how he
had trouble with the decision
or. organ donation. He's now
living in Atlanta, Ga., and
found his anger has gone away.

The father tells people *1 have a

relative up in Michigan who's
white”

Hagan also joked that his
avernge age is now only 37.

VITAL MESSAGE

*You, 100, can become part of

this story,” the physician told
Rotariany. He encournged
them to call Gift of Life at
(B0OOD) 482-4881 or visit
giftoflifemichigan.org on thic

Web. (Registration can be done

onllne through Michigan's
Department of State Web slte
at www,michigan.gov/sos.)
Hagan's active with Gift of
Life and the American Liver

Foundation, alung with the
EUnitedd Network for Organ
Sharing. “I cannot understand
eacial prejudi
understand violenee” he

drawing on his own life experi-

n's nicce was k

A 4 y
a drunken driver and became

an organ donor. "It has
helped my si
dously,” be said.
“Your story is really
dramatic one,” Plymouth
Hatary AMs Bob Scoggins
tald Hagan, Scogans., retired
Plymouth police chief, noted
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“So that's a very dramatic
statement right there,” Seogging
said, adding Hagan came high-
ly recommended by Westland
Rotarians, where he apoke
recently,

“He comes with high creden-
tials, Scozgins said.
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