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STAFE WRITER

Eric Shapiro always
admired a wrestling banner
from North Farmington High
School that that huny in his
older brother Brinn's room,

It was something | could
look up to when | was a fresh-
man,” he said,

Erie. now a senior, captains
the wrestling team and want-
ed do semcething specinl for
his wrestling teammates,
muny of whom are freshmen
this season,

Since the banner that hung
on hiz brother's wall inspired
him to continue wrestling all
four years and showeased his
pins for each season, he
thought he'd share that posi-
tive feeling.

So aleng with kis mom
Judy’s help, Eric came up
with an idea to make person-
alized banners.

But Eric's idea needed help.
So he went to Phil Hall of
Philip's Sewing and Vacuum
Center at 29576 Orchard
Luoke and got some advice,

Hall handles the high
schools’ sewing machines.

‘To make the hanners extra
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Phil Hall hefps Eric Shapiro operate & speclal sewing machine that uses 2
computer program 1o embroider fabric.

special, Etic wanted each one
embroidered, with the
school’s mascot on top, cach
player's nnme and their four

computer program, the
mnchine embraiders fabric
automatically.

Despite the advanced tech-

yenrs on the team to showcase  nology, each banner took

pins.

For scveral afternoons and
some weekends, Hall let Eric
use n $7,000 Bernina scwing
machine in the store. Via

about 45 minutes to make,
Eric said. There are 27 mem-
bers on the team.

He surprised his teammates
with the gift at their banquet

North wrestler shares inspiring banners
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Eric Shapiro also made pessonalized
shirts for the wrestling team
coaches,

‘Thursday night,

Just for good measure, Eric
also embroidered personal-
ized shirts for the wrestling
team's coaches, James Stenf
and Thomas Scremet,

“Phil was great,” Eric said.
“He let me do all this. I don't
know how [ would have done
it otherwise”

Hall said helping out was
no problem, and Eric kept
him company at the store.

Eric’s mom, Judy, also had
words of praise for Hall,

*I really like Phil’s gencrosi-
ty,” she said. “He was so will-
ing to help.”
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With the help of local business owner Phil Hall, Eric Shapiro made
special banners for all his wrestling teammates.

Officials respond to out-of-district

BY SUE BUCK
STAFf WRITER

Farmington Public Schools
officials say they're trying to
respond to questions and con-
cems residents expressed Iast
week during discussion. about
opening to out of district
enrollments.

About 40 peaple who either
spoke at the March 4 schoal
board meeting or sent in post-
cards concernlng the Out of
District Schools of Cholce Plan
rectived lettera this week.

The Board of Education is
expected to vote on the pha,
which would apen district
doars to about 20 students in
grades K-3, at the 7:30 pm.
Marnh 18 mecting.

"The district expects to pilut
the program nt Willinm Grace
and Flanders Elementary
Schoals this fall.

"The post cards weren't circu-
Iated by a specific group or
organization, said Debbie
McCracken, administrative
asslstant to Farmington Public
Schoals Superintendent Bob
Maxfield

School of Choice,” the response
cards allowed people to check
two sclections: express con-
cerns regarding the plan or
urge the members of the bonrd
10 vote no.

There was no option to show
support for the plan.

Farmington Schaol Board
President Linda Enberg sent
letters March 12 to community
membees and enclused two
question-and-answer picces
that address many of the issues
of concern.

“1 hope they will answer
many of the questions that you
might have as well and per-
haps, address some of the mis-
conceptions which arc preva-
Tent in the community” Enbers
wrote.

Schuo) officials said epening
enrollments reflects a proactive
approach to dealing with a
declining student population.
They're nlso coneerned about
being at a competitive disad-
vantage, because 17 of 28
Onkland County districts have
the school of choice plan.

X COMMITTEE STUDY
*We don't know who origi-
nated it,* she said. "It wasn't Though the district considers
suthorized by anyone” this issue annually, officinls
Titled “Citlzen Opinion appolnted n committee last fall
Regarding Qut-of-District to research it In-depth,
e ll)is\rh':t omclnlsndjldn'liwly
only on its own analysis in pre-
Bus'“Ess NE"S dic{lng declining carollments,
it also used two independent
firms which use common
Jstrobank promot pted rojec-
Metrobank announces the tlons and prognostication,
recent promotion of John according to Maxfield.
Guarini of Gross Pointe to The firms arc used annally
Second Viee President of Loans | and the studics cost about
and Mary Smith of Walled Lake | 81,000 each, Maxficld said.
to Branch Officer. John Guarini When the district gocs out
has been emplayed ot the Bank | for a bond lasur, for exnmple. it
since 1992. A knowledgeable needs to document dollars to
iender with over 17 year of bank-
Ing experience, Guatini works at
the bank’s Mals: Office located In
Parmington Hills. He also serves HOME FURNISHIN
a3 treasurer for the Rotary Club
of Fermington.
‘Mary Smith has been with the
Bank since 1996. She has con-
tributed to the growth of
Metrobank through the manage-
ment of account relationships
and the solicitation of new busi-
ness. Shil wl:_! continue to b’j‘
responsible for overseeing the
Maple and Haggerty Office
located in West Bloomficld, in
mn:lhn with Carvle
gall, Branch Officer.
‘Both Guarini and Smith have

enrallment information to the
Michigan Department of
Treasury, he said.

The district expects to lose
350-500 students in the next
five years which translatesto a
$4-57 million revenue loss,
snid board member Cathy
Webb,

“If we don't do this, we will
be looking at cutting program-
ming, closing ont o two ele-
mentary schools and redistrict-
ing our entire boundaries,” she
said.

Comparing Farmington to
other districts Jike Royn) Oak
and Madison Heights men-
tioned nt a March 4 public
hearing is comparing apples to
oranges, Webb said.

“West Bloomfield is currently
in n marketing eampaign which
will bring their students up to

1,000 frum other districts,”
Webb said. “Fanmington Publie
Schools will never, ever look at
these numbers in five years or
the next 10 years.”

The district will rely on
word-of-mouth to get the word
out that it is open in 20038-0+4,
Maxfield said at n March 10
PTA Council meeting held at
the Farmington Training
Center.

*At any time during a given
hour on WWJ they have these
incredibly nggressive West
Bloomfield nds,” he said. "We're

comments

Farmington's foundation
grant is $10,067. The district
will receive a maximum of
$8,000 per out-af-d t
pupil; officials have pointed out
that leaving those seats empty
would result in no revenuc at

1

“We like these small elemen-
tary schools and we want to
hang onto them as long as we
can,” he said.

Seventeen of 28 districts in
the Oakland Schools interme-
dinte district have an out-of-
district schools of choice pro-
gram. Farmington lost 84 stu-
dents Iast year to other pro-
grams.

The committee is chaired by
Mary Joyce Readler, principal
of Flanders Elementary, and
Mark Morawski, principal of
William Grace and includes
Danna Reuter, a student infor-
mation technician in the cen-
tral office and a Farmington
High Schoal parent; Kelly
Zuby, a Flanders parent; Ann
Maric Kurzyniee, a Flanders
media specialist; Kate Harris, o
William Grace paraprofession-
al; und Cheryl Cannon, assis-
tant superintendent for husi-
ness and finance.

Students who enter the pro-
gram in elementary school can
resmain in the district through
their senfor year, Morawski
saitl, No transpotrtation would

not going to [ on that
levi f‘?

el

‘The plan would allow stu-
dents from other districts in
Oukland County or the
Onkland County Intennediate
School District to apply fora
limited number of slots in
Farmington Public Schools.

Enrullments have declined
beeause the Farmlngton area bs
experiencing litte growth,

be provided

For more infermation, to
inake comynents or ask ques-
tions, contact Morawski nt
(248) 489-3747 or Readler at
(248) 489-3673, or write the
school board nt 12500
Shiawassee, Farmingion
453}]5-23(;3,
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ATTN:
COLORECTAL CANCER
SUFFERERS

Shifrin-Hayworth Market Research, located in
Southfield, is looking for patients in which §
their colorectal cancer has spread to 8
another part of their body. We are §
scheduling 15-minute in person interviews to M
discuss how they have been treated for their g
condition. :
You will be paid for your time.

All information shared will be strictly
confidential and no attempt will be made to
sell you anything as a result of this study.

Please call us at 800-559-5954
Monday thru Friday between 9 a.m. & 5 p.n
H and ask for Chris. ;
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3000 REASONS
TO VISIT YOUR
STATE FARM AGENT
BEFORE
APRIL 15TH.

LIVE WHERE YOU LIVE.

B

PLEASL VISIT OR CALL
YOUR LOCAL MICHIGAN
STATE TARM AGENT
TOR MORF INFORMATTION,

!
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