M

Ovserver & £ccentric | Sunday. March 16, 2003

| _LOCAL NEWS |

wwrsehometowniifc.cons

—

Calvin Dean's

Brad Stolman of Farmington
Hills was named to the dean's
list at Calvin College in Grand
Rapids following the full semes-
ter, He is mnjoring in business
and is the son of Neil and Jill
Stolman of Farmington Hills.

Alblon Fellow
Steven Plunkett was named
an Albion Caflege Fellow at the
completion of the fall 2002
“To be desi in

CAMPUS PIPELINE

ter term production of William
Shakespeare's Measure for
Measure, She is the daughter of
Peter and Cindy Williams of
Farmington.

Davenport Dean’s

The following
Farmington/Farmington Hills
residents were named to the
dean's list at Davenport
University following the fall
semester:

Frllow, n student must maintain
8.3.7 grade point average for
three consecutive on-campus
semesters and successfully com-
plete four units of credit during
cach of those semesters.
Plunkett is n senior majoring in
English, He is the son of Jerry
and Linda Plunkett of
Farmington Hills and n gradu-
ate of North Farmington High
Schaeol,

Purdue Honors

Nick Ramirez carned semes-
ter honors for the fall of 2002
semester at Purdue University.
He is a 2002 graduate of
Farmington High School and
the son of Ramiro and Anita
Ramirez.

Fraternity President

Albion College student

Lessway was recently

clected to the presidency of
Albion College’s chapter of
Delta Tau Delta fraternity. He is
 juniur majering in cconomics
and management, Lessway is
the son of Richard and Tricin
Lessway of Farmington Hills
and n gradunte of North
Farmington High School,

Notre Dame Dean's

Paul Switaj, son of Greg and
Sheryl Switaj of Farmington
Hills, was named to the dean's
list ot the University of Notre
Dame folfowing the fufl semes-
ter.

Alma Actress

te Williams, an Alma
College freshuan, was east in
the Almn College Theatre win-

Ramachendras, Chike Aghachi,
Lewia Duffing, Angela Sterling
and Yuko Ueda.

Grand Valley Dean's

The following Farmington
Hills residents were named to
the dean’s list at Grand Valley
State University following the
fall semester:

Stephanie Arnold, Jason
Barragato, Kathryn
S Hashoat o Jsmauelin

onf and Jacqueline
Walker.
t
Real World Grad

Andrew Campbell graduated
from Full Sail Real World
Education in Oslando, Fla, with
a degree in film production. 1ie
was also awarded the Course
Director’s Award in Digital
Cinematography. Campbell isa
1998 graduate of Farmington
High School and the son of
Amold and Betsy Campbell of
Farmington. He plans to free-
lance in the Orlando arca and
work at Royal Pacific Resort at
Universal Studios.

Off-Campus Study

Anna Mullendore, a Hope
Callege senior, is studying off-
cnmpus this semester in
Chicago at the Chicago
Metropolitan Center. While
atiending 11ope, Mullendore
has been named to the dean's
Tist aak has nlso purticipated in
clubs of the departments of
cducation and English,

She bs the daughter of Daniel
and Jill Mullendore of
Northwille nnd a graduate of
Farmington High School,
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place in offices around the
state, OF those, 3 million were
performed over the Internet,

0, progress i
townrd offering credit card
payments at braneh offices.

As another cost-saving meas-
nre, any branch office signs
that say the previous seeretary’ s
name will be taken down per-
mianently, so the department
doesn't have to put up new
signs every tise o new
Sceretary of State is clected,

Also popular iz a proposal to
offer vanity plate searches on
the Internet, so people inter-
ested in custom plates can
check whether the letter or

number combination they
want is avaituble, .

The display can even show
what the plate would look like,

Gav. Jennifer Granholm has
proposed increasing license
renewal fees from §13 to §25
and boosting choufleur and
truck driver license fees s well.

The Secretury of State’s office
won't see most of that pro-
posed increase in revenue,
Land said; nctually, the office
anticipates a possible 15-per-
cent budget reduction under
the governor's proposal,

“It's up to the Legislature to
decide next,” Land said if the
budget is adopted,

Visit the Secretary of State's
Web site at
www.michigan,gov/sos.
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*{ love it,” Riddell sald of
his job. “It's a variety of cvery-
thing. Farmington Schools is
abont the best job I have cver
had. It's a very good place.”

His long career hegan in
August 1969 when he
returned to the district after
working as a custodian for
about a year in 1964, He left
to do factory work nt Livonin
Transmission,

*That's when money wasn't
30 good,” Riddell snid. “T
think I made about $3,800 a
year back then”

“One of my buddies, a
supervisor in the bus gorage,
talked me into coming back,”
he added.

HIS HOMETOWN

Riddell grew up in
Farmingten Hills and spent
most my life in Farmington
Schools.

‘There was a “little to-do”
for Riddelt when his award
was announced, Fletcher said,
which Supt. Bub Maxfield
attended.

“I thought it was n manda-
tory shop mecting,” Riddell
said. *I was off one day
beeause I had to go to the
doctor’s and they said, "Well,
we'll have to reschedule the
mecting. | thought to myself,

CRAFI'S FRAMED ART
DIET AIDS VITAMINS,
CURTAINS DRAPES,
"WINDOW BLINDS & MORE!

*“They've never done that
before” When I came in the
next day we had the meeting
and went into (Fletcher's)
office and that's when the fun
began.”

In addition to the district’s
standard balloon bouquet,
Riddell received a Levi jacket
ns a gift.

EARLY TO RISE

Riddell's job isn't for the
faint of heart. I1ls day can
start as early as 4 .

“There's a lot of jobs I can
get done when there are no
classes in session,” Riddell
said. *I don't like disrupting
the class, the teachers or the
students, because sometimes
you need to make a little
noise and the kids watch you
instead of the teacher,”

Riddell is one of 17 skilled
maintenance workers in the
district. As a glazier, he does
glasswork on windaws and
mirrors,

With a sccurity system-in
the schools now, he doesn’t
have to repair as many broken
windows. The security system
has a motion detector, which
sends an alarm to the security
company, Fletcher said.

Riddell's workload varies.

“Whatever they want me to
do, I just jump on it, whatev-
er's necded,” Riddell said.
“When school wns ont during
winter break, that's when 1
changed the lights in the

FOR THE ENTIRE FAMILY,
FISHING, CAMPING, Oll.
ANTIFREEZE, CAR STEREOS
& SPEAKERS AND MORE

parking fot at Hillside
(Elementary). There were no
cars there”

He's marricd to Margaret, o
Farmington Schools bus driv-
er he met while doing
mechanic work at the bus

garage.

While Riddell admits to
being shy, those who know
him gave him glowing recom-
mendantions.

LOTS OF KUDOS

"Ie {3 a very nice, crring
and calm person,” wrote
Dinne Neal, custodial super-
visor,

*If you were to go around
and ask people to describe
Doug you would hear only
kind, positive words. { have
personally observed Doug
work throngh his break peri-
ods to assure a task is cam-
pleted. I am in complete awe
with Doug’s dedication and
loyalty to Farmington
Schools.”

Kay York, a sccretary in the
Maintenance Department,
catled him ope of the finest
people employed by the dis-
trict. “Doug brings sunshinc
to a room with his smile as he
enters, ?ulu: often whistlinga.
tune a3 ke goes about his
business,” York said.

Paul Barber, director of fine
arts, ssys Riddell often trans-
ponr.-d band and orchestra
instruments to festivals and
competitions. "Although

Doug is guiet, he always says
hello and engages in conver-
sation,” Barber said. “Tle
always does his job well and
without fanfare.”

Jim Penrsc, nssistant head
custedian at Warner Middle
School, ealled Riddell one of
the district’s “unseen sol-
diers.”

“He is a very modest man
and does not expect accolades
or kudus for the job he does,”
Pearse said. “He completes
cuch task and knows in his
heart that he has done his
very best and that the contri-
bution he makes ta our dis-

i impartant, §t is the

sp which Doug does his
job that sets him apnrt feom
other people”

Doug's kindness extends
dded.

avily
involved with various pet
shelters in and around their
community and Doug assists
her wherever and whenever
possible,” Pearse said.

“They share a common
interest in animals and have
heen known to take in strays
until a safc haven could be
found for them.”

Fletcher also painted up a
quality Riddell shares while
he works, perhaps without
even knowing it

“He has a peat singing
voice,” Fletcher snid.
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