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Ballroom dancing taken to °
sensational heights. y

Arts, Bl 3@

5 Jaycees info

The farmington Area
Jaycees wil host an informa-
fion night at .30 pm.
Wednesday, Aprit 2, at down-
{own fFarmington Starbucks
and a Real Estate Seminar 4-
§ pm. Saturday. March 29, at
{he Farmington Hills Libraty,

12 Mile near Orchard Lake
Road. The seminar wlll be
taught by allcensed Realtor
who wilt explaln the steps of
buying 3 new house.

Tor {nformallon. call
Stephanie Bessen. (248) 708-
0665, or visil wwwiajc.org.

@ Artists sought

The deadline for nomina-
tlons for the 28th annual
Arfist-In-Resldence and
Dlstinguished Service to the
Arts awards s nex) Monday,
Mareh 24

A nomination packet can
b oblamed al the lacal cily
hatls. tibraties, Wiltlam
Costick Actlvities Center and
Mitlers Arlist Supplies of al
Wi Homepage. mac.com/
liskatitm/AIR. Cath (748 473-
1856 or ¢-mall
tishalim®mac com

Send of deliver malerials
tor tarmington Asea Aits
Commission, Artist-1n:
Residence Commillee,
wWilllam M. Costick Adtivities.
Center, Cullural Arts Divlsion,
28500 11 Mile, Farminglon
Hills, M1 48336,

B FHS craft show

Antists and cralters are
wanled to pasticipale (n
Tarminglon High School's
“Home for the Holldays™ 14th
annual Arts & Crait Show
Saturday, Nov.15.

1he show will be %:30 am
l0 430 p.m.and will be a
fuai-raiser for the
Farmington Righ School
Football Backers, a nonpralit
group. To sign up, 3l (248)
A78-3218 or (248) 478-3915.

B8 Seminar

Prince of Peace Lutheran
Church in Farmington Hitls
Wil host the Marimum
Impact Simulcast
“Leadership - Becoming a
Champion of Change” from 9
am todpm, Thursdey.
March 28

The program features Or.
John € Waxwe!l, Ken
Blanchard and Joe G'bbs
Cost 15 829 per persan
Prince o! Peace i at 26000
New Marbel Road, 3t 12 Mife
and Facmington roads behind
Farmer Jack. Call (248) 83
3380 for tickets

Seminar host Mawweltis
the author of “The 21
Irrefutable Laws o!
Leadership” and “The 17
Ind:sputaable Laws of
Teamwork” Blanchard i the
author of “The One Minute
Manager™ Gibbs, a farmer
HPL coxch. is the 2002
vinston Cup Champion

BY SUE BUCK
STAFF WRITER

Farmingtan Public Schools
have crisis plans in place in both
the district and in collaboration
with public safety ngencics in
Farmington and Farmington
Hills.

Superintendent Bob Maxficld
delnyed preparing r letter sent
home to parents until President

Seorge Bush delivered his

sprech Monday night.

*f am writing to assure you
that eur first priority of our stafl
is to pratect the well-being of
each and every one of aur stu-
dents,” Maxfield wrote.

*The district will immediately
institute building lock down
protacols in the event of a Code
Red (highest alert status) during
school hours, he told parents,
ueging them to sty tuned to
Channel 10 for updates.

e rometowniife.cam

Schools have plans to cope with disaster

“We ask your cooperation in
not calling the schoo), as this
ties up phone lines during an
emergency,” Maxfield wrate. He
also nated parents always have
the right to pick up a child from
school unless conditions pose a
danger for anyone being out-
doors.

“Dependent upon the serios-
ness of an incident, aceess 160
schiool might be restricted for a
period of time beyond awr con-

tral,” he said.

home the letters: middle nnd
high school parents were nati-
ficd vie mail. Infarmation is
posted on the district
www.farmington.!
{under the heading, “New on
site”)

show on the topic for TV 10
*We want to reassure the com-
munity at large of the unified

response that we have been
working on,” snid Estralee
Michaelson, director of Safe
Schools nnd Student Services.
“We've had Juts of phone calls”

Kim Heath, president of the
district-wide PTA Council, is
recarding questions forwarded
hy parents so she can get themn
answers,

*People are concerned beeause

Zlementary students took

Web site:
mi.us

Muaxfield alse plans to doa

PLEASE SEE SCHOOLS, A6

Give peace a chance

Ruben Betnading (hotding candle) of Farmington Hills and Rachel Tharnberry (Inrtqvouf\dl were among more than 100 pecple who par-

ticlpated In a candicfight peace vigh In front of Farmington Hilts City Hall on Sunday, March 16,

EPS faces $3.2M budget deficit in 2003-04

Parents voice
corncerns on
out-of-district
enroliment

BY JORI HUBRED
STAYT WRITER

Despite efforts by Farmington
school officials ta explain their posi-
tion, parents who oppose out-of-dis-
trict open envolliment remained
unconvineed Thesday night.

The issues, they safd, hadu't been
thoroughly aired. Parents alsa
expressed coneerns that ranged from a
mmpaging rmor mill to a lack of
trust between taypayers and school
boan! members, wha approved the
pilot program 6-1.

*You're not listening ta what tavpay-
ers are saying,” parent Nicholas
Waldecker said. “You might have to
‘right size’ the schools ... comsider Yay-
ing off some teachers.”

A district commitiee pecammended
opening the doors to out-of-district
students on a limited basis, filling
about 20 kindergarten-throngh-thind-
grade slots at William Grace and
Fanders clementagy schoals, While
officials believe collecting the up to
£8,000 that would accompany each

MEASE STt ENROLLMENT, &7

Remember
Noah

Area's emergency, school
personnel prepare as war

with Iraq looms 3
7

8Y SUE BUCK
STASE WRITR

The Farmington Public Safety Department s pre-
pared and continues to trafn for emergencles withits
own members and li cooperntion with other agen-
cies.

Best heeause of the sensitive nature of the inforta-
tion, Dircctor Gary Goss asked that specifics not be
reported.

“Sonw

shaldn't be public st this june-

“On the other hand, T helieve there's
for the nublic to have confidence.”
§ Sept. 11, 2001, preparedness hias beees part of
Goss' dnily business as the citys emergency

tu

PAEASL SHL PREPARATIONS, AS

BY JONI HUBRED
NIRRT

Gov, Jennlfer Grmholm
ntay have stemmed the flood
of red ink, but Farmington
school officials still fave a
multi-million doar deficit in
2003-2004.

AWhat's worse, next years
£3.2 million prablem is
expected to more than dowble

the fnllowiug school year,
Twoard metmbers got their

first louk at the numbers dur-

L 0 Finanere Committee

mecting held Tuesday, prior to

their regulnr meeting at the
Lewis B, Schulmnnn
Administrative Building in
Farmington, Business Office
Directar Mary Reynolds said
admsinistrators have already

trimused $500,000 from this

year's budget, by not spending  an anticipated 30 percent
ns much as anliulpxnr& «hut  hike in Insumnee costs and nt
those cuts wow't carty for- least 5 pereent in added utility
ward, costs. 1t includes no increuse
S0 we can't just reduce in the retirement contribution
these budgets by the same percentage (currently 12.99
amount next year?” asked percent of payrull) or straight
Board member Frank Reid. percentage salary increases.
“Right,” Reynolds answered.  Assuming a flat contribu-
Reymolds said the propesed  tion fram the state throngh
2003-2004 “roll up” budget

inchudes step salary increases, PLEASE SEE BUDGET, A%

River runs through

Power properties

BY PAUL . PACE
I WRIER

There was a river thwing
near Martin Salata’s home aver
the weekend.,

That would be fine if'it was
supposed 10 be there, but it
not, said the Farmingion Hilld
resident.

e and neighbors north of
his home on Power Road near
11 Mile are upset about water
Nowing into their vands,

They're blaming it on the start
of n honsing development ona

il north of theis houses.

Salata's neighbor, Gasl Salley,
took videotape of the flombing
over the warm weekend, which
caused show to el rapidly,

With the rainy spring season
approaching, she's wortied how
much more mun-oft will flow
from the Oakland 1ls subdi-

Visinn,

PEASE SEE RIVER, A6

PR ERCSLEN | STAT N!m\'\(l
Diane Xonopka, Judy Mariette and her daughter Annates Merrison
were among the earty St Patrick’s Day revelers. 2t Cowley's.

v vental properties st ¢
have e towiky |
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LOOKING AHEAD
Spciug inty parties

in Sunday’s Taste section: Read
about springtime parties and what
foods to serve your quests, whether
1t's a brunch or 3 simple gathering
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If it's important to you,

it's important to us.
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For totally local news,

Read on...
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