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Lights, camera, Oscar

Even Detroit adores the Academy Awards

BY NICOLE STAFFORD
STAFF WRITCR

There muty be no official red carpet down-

tawn, but Osear night is more than idle tele-
iewing in metropalitan Detroit.

the Academy Awards gen-
erates as much buzz and e
Super Bow!. This year's show, Sunday, March
23, with loca) telecast on WXYZ-TV Channel
7, has local movie fans, fitm experts and the-
ater managers talking, planning and guess-

ing.

“Part of the attraction of the Academy
Awards is its lure a3 a media event. {t's right
up there with the Super Bowl,” said
Lawrence Jeziak of Southfield, a local film
expert who teaches film studies at Oakland
Community College. “It's part and parcel of
the American fascination with watching.”

REALITY WORKS

David MacGregor, a screen writer who
teaches at Wayne State University, agrees
that the Academy Awards ceremony is a
major media event, but goes a little farther
on why the public feels compelled to watch.

“Because it's real,” he said. “[It's about gen-~
uine human emotion, and it docsn’t matter
who it is. Ifan actress is surprised she won
an Osear, that's real”

Indeed. Hollywood stars in true-to-tife
action scems to be the latest in reality televi-
sion; just consider the popularity of ABC's
I'm a Celebrity Get Me Out of Here.

PICKS AND THE PICKING

Although MacGregor and Jeziak are fairly
cynical about the award part of the Oscars —
both said the most deserving nominees fre-
quently don’t win - they relish making pre-
dictions and talking up their favorites.

Jeriuk picks Chicago to win for beat pic-
ture, “The first musical to win a best picture
Oscar since Oliver in 1968, he said.

For best actor, he predicts en
Brody's performance in The Pianist, will
win, and for hest netress, he's pulling for
Julianne Moare in Far From Heaven. In
the best supparting actress category, Meryl
Streep is sure to win, he said.

For best director, he had much to say and
a popular belief about the fate of director
Martin Scorsese to dispel: "Roman Polanski
degerves the Oscar. He won't get it. Martin
Scorsese deserved the Oscar in 1991 for
Goodfellas. The Academy gave the Oscar to
Kevin Cosner for Dances With Wolves — the
greatest Oscar injustice of the decade.
However, the Academy will not attempt to
redeem itself by giving an Oscar to Scorscse
this year.”

Sorry Mr. Scorsese, Jeziak picks Rob
Marshall, director of Chicago, to win.

But if you think Jeziak spends too much
time in movie land, consider MacGregor's
pre-Osear rituals, MacGregor, a Livonia resi-
dent, annually participates in an Oscar pool.
Apparently, his predictions annually win the
pool, too.

His strategy is a sure-fire mix of up-to-
the-minute research and a killer attitude:
Keep tabs on current events, surf Internet
sites — ascarwatch.com is the best one —
and turn a very cold shoulder on films close
to the heart.

“I'm brutal,” he said. “You have to pick who
you think will win, not who deserves to win”

So far, MacGregor is leaning toward
Chieago for best picture and Meryl Streep
for best supporting actress. Everywhere else,
he's undecided.

“It’s early yet” he said. “The odds change
daily”
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Hospice of Michigan s 18th Annucl

 Crystal Rose Ball

Ford Field, Detroit, Home of the Detroit Lions

Saturday, April 12, 2003
7 p.m, Raception ¢ 8 p.m. Program/Dinner/Daring

Enjoy dinner, dancing, fours and “a few surprises.”

Meel Masters of Ceramanics Mark Chompion, “Voics of Defroit Lions,” and
Jim Brandefotter, sports commentator and former U of M footboll tackle.

Music by Bobby Louis and the Crockerjack Band.
Black tie/valet provided
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HOSPICE OF MICHIGAN, which provides comprehensive, compassionate care

peopkvbombm\iouﬂyﬂandﬂ\drlvmﬁies, serves mora thon 7,000 patients
ayeor in 45 Michigan conties.

Find new decorating ideas
each Thursday in At Home

i FILM BEAT '

Film Beat lists what's playing st olternative fifm theaters,
special movie events and iocal flicks. Offerings snd movie
schedules may change after press time, 5o de sure to call
ahead. Film beat listings and movie intormation can be
submitted to : Nicofe Stattord, Gbserver & Eccentr.c
Newspapers. 801 Fast Maple. Birmingham, Mich 48009 or
&-mail nstafford:®oe homecomm net
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You’re Invited!
Sunday April 6
1-4p.m.*

* Date and tma may vary by beanch
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ALTHY

Contact the branch nearest you for details

888.380.YMCA * ymcadetroit.org

YMCA
We build strong Kids

strong familicy, strong commumities
Francs MASIACE hots S syt TWENO ot P YRCA

T3

All community
families are
welcome to this
FREE day of
games, learning
and fun for all.
Help the YMCA
celebrate healthy
spirits, minds and

bodies!




