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Cats are wonderful, unique pets

from the clinie.

I'm not basd hearted, Too
many sad stories pass through

inic. 11 take home the

stray kitten
xomrone found
i adumpstere
what happens
when the

E never take any animal home

three

pup

hinne?

Sl wtories

About never end, and
Animals 1 knew this

chain could

lead tow howse
or. ?rad full of animals.
Oavis § Thus the vow

{0 never take
an animal home.

HOUSE FILLED WITH ANIMALS

My wife never made such a
ow,

Our house is overrun with
animals. Fwo dogs. Six bisds.
Three cats, Al well taken care
of and happy. People who come
1o the house will be fase
by the birds, enamared w
the dogs, but will often tave
disdain for the cats.

t find thut many people dis-
like cats. (My chue for this the-
oty came from people say

“I h.ll(’ cats.

people say th
their chiest and s
pride usually rese
ging about growing the blue
ribbon radish at the state faj
[t's as though tl 3
the idea to hate ¢

itwitha
ved fur brag-

they're letting you in on it so
you can start preaching it fike
it's some new anti-feline reli-
Klon.

“This disdain permeates our
culture, Even in the lame Dogs
and Cats movie, the cuts were
the villnins, And it goes beyond
Justus,

A retiring vet from Indin vis-
ited my clinic for a day. A won-
derfial grntlenan, he told me
nnzing, stories about his prae-
tice, e videotaped e to take
back und show his col
\\]H\l American veterini
are like. (Goofy, pudiy guys
with pony tails?)

Anyway, he saw Buhtatuh,
our clinic cat, and s(nppcd in
his trucks, saying, “There is &
cat running around!” I assured
him it was fine. He then looked
at me, and with o very serious
re sion, said, “But cats arc

vl
*¥n,"J seplicd. "But that's
part of their charm.”

You can argue all day thut
cats nre inferior pets, but they
have surpassed dogs ns the
most common pet in the
United States.

CATS ARE POPULAR

Cat papularity increascs for
many reasans, one impartant
reason being the convenience,
We n o time that familices
don't sit around the house
quilting all day. Most houses
sit empty much of the time, as
parents and Kids race through
t hectic schedules, Finding
the time to get home te et the
dog out can be difficult.

Finding time to play with the
dog? Often nenr impossible.
Cats don't need n lot of your
time. Litter boxes can he
cleaned when you get home,
which means you don't
runh back 1o avoid having the
Yelliw Sea on your hardwaoold
floors. Alw, cats take attention
shen they want it

They'Il let youe knosw when
that time is,

Add to that the lower cost of
food nnd henlth care in e
along with npartment )i
Deing much more conducive to
kittics, and it's clear why they
become a favorite in our socie-

ty.

But what about that afoof
personnlity? That lack of inter-
estin yau or your life buys peo-

le.

Dogs bounce around the
house when you home,

Wi ngmn;. their tail emingly
:l\)mg. *[ts you! Its you! It's

s lnok at you through

yes and seem
then drift
hack off 1o dreamland,

CURING THE DISLIKE

People visit eat aowners and
became disgusted about this
distant creature, and how it
iggnores them when they want
to pet ity or climbs in their lap
when they don’t want it 1o,

But the true cure for hating
cats iy not to visit one,

“The etre is to own one.

Exery time simeone geis a
kitten or an adult vat for the
fiest time, they say the same

thing: “He (or she) isn't really
like a ent at allt” Then they
inform me about how the crit-
ter runy up to greet them,
fetches, and plays all evening
with them,

Being very socinl creatures,
most breeds of dog play with
and get petted by anyone with
relatively equnl excitement,
You can almost aee a youny,
Labradur's cyes ight up wrv:n
he xces sonieone, seemingly
sereaming, A humant Lave
you! Pet me!”

Most cats treat their owners
very differently than guesta,
‘They don't want any person;
they want thefr person, Once
you own one, and you became
their person, usuntly you get
hooked.

PERSONALITIES VARY

Ench cat has a different per-
sannlity all their own, and
most can be very charming in
their own way. Get 10 golden
retrievers in n room and you
Bave mnybe two different per-
sonalitics between them, Get
10 cats in a room, and you'll
have at lerst 19 diffcrent per-
sonalities! Fm a dog person at
heart, it cats have much to
offer, and certainly more and
mote people learn this all the
time. You may want to give
owning a cut a try. They really
do make great pets!

Dr, Brad Davis is the medical director
far the YCA of Garden Cily, Feel free to
wnite him at VCA of Garden City, 2085
Inkster Road, Garden Cily, M, 48135
with questions and comments.
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Cynthia Ghantan holds a maglc wand that adds 2 touch of whimsy (o 8 powder

room,

HISTORY

FROMPAGEC1

is on one watl,

Also on the wall is a collec-
tion of medals and honors that
Gail Lobanoff's father, nnavi-
gator and pilot, received in
World War I1. These include
three Purple Hearts, n
Distinguished Flying Cross and
a Distinguished Medalof
Honor,

Ohaninn had the collection,
together with Capt. Creighton's
Air Force uniform photo,
framed at Michigan Design
Center in ‘Troy. A Masonic
sword that belonged to Gail's
great-grandfather hangs under
the arrangement.

Nest eame the spacious fam-
ily room, fenturing decper col-
ors and carth tones.

A cabinet was built to house
the TV. Also in the room are a
recliner and a granite cocktail
table.

Prints showing the
Creighton family castle hang
on a wall. These were found by
the Lohanoffs’ son when he
was studying in Scotland, The
Crcighton name dates back to
the 1700s.

LIGHT TOUCHES
A downstairs powder room
features dark cabinctry, and n

wide border with an clegant
design of tassels topping the
gold and white striped wallpa-
per. A magic wand adds a
1ouch of whimsy amang the
accessories on the granite vani-

ty.

The upstairs master bed-
reom is a cheerful room with
light colors and floral patterns,

Thel 1
concenls normal wear nnd lcar
“I\wo large burgundy floor cush-
ious for Mac and Molly, the
Lobanofls' dogs, are made of
fubric developed by Robert
Allen that repels water and
odors. Burgandy is also on the
upholstery and valance at the
window seat.

Jing a design around the
perimeter of a recessed area of
the ceiling. Gail Lobanoff calls
this reom her “sanctuary”

“It’s like Queen for a Day
here,” she said. “f want it to be
kappy and light. I'm ot mov-
ing to Florida”™
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