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A place for the gifted

Gibson School celebrates
30 years of meeting the
needs of bright children

BY HUGH GALLAGHER
STAFT WRIER

Vivienne Lucksom knew
there was something different
about her son, Joshua.

1t was his first year in schoo)
and he wasn't fitting in, He
threw tanteums. He was
already reading but he
clammed up in the classroom.
He didn't want to stand out
from the other 25 children in
class, He became withdrawn.

“I started out reading books
on what is wreng with my kid,
Slowly I began to realize that
he was gifted,” Lucksom snid.

The renlization was a “rude
shock,” as itis for many parents
who often mistakenly think

Will Rogers Elementary
beeame n haven for children
with a special need.

‘The school currently has 67
students in the K-8 gifted pro-
gram and 40 childrenin a
ehitd-devel by

IS YOUR CHILD IS GIFTED?

The most common question
asked at Gibson School Open
House events is "How do T
know my child is gifted?®

1f your child fits the follow-
ing descriptions, you might
consider contacting a licensed
psychologist for an evaluation.
Or contact Gibsun School in
Redfard for more informa-
tion.

which is not in\cndétl for gifted
children,

SPECIAL REQUIREMENTS

Ta have a child admitted to
Gibson's school for the gifted,
parents are required to have ~
their child take an 1Q test with
a licensed psychologist. The
child needs to have atested 1Q
of 130 or above, with same

ions made for the

they have n child with a disci-
pline problem.

Lucksom of Southficld start-
ed looking for a school where
Joshua, now 7, would be more
comfortable.

Since coming to Redford’s
Gibson School, Lucksom has
noticed a transformation.

“The change was instant,” she

youngest children. Parents arc
also required to bring their
child to the school for a visit
before n decision is made.

“We get to abserve the child's
interaction with students we
have already nnd parents get to
see how their child fits.” said
Young. “One weman came with
her danghter and she saw her

daughter skipping
y down the hall,

Blake Halnas and Joshuz Lucksom are best irlends.

said. “He got his sclf-estcem
bick. He was happy with who
he is. He said the other kids get
his jukes. He doesn’t have ta
explain himself”

A NEW APPROACH

Gibsen has wen the s
for marsy parents with gifted
children since the schoot was
founded 30 years age by educa-
tor Walter Gibsort.

Gibson ws n downriver cle-
memtary principul who became
curions shout the children who
were repeatedly sent to his
office for discipline,

*The only thing they had in
common was that they were
bright,” said Suzanne Young,
dircctor of Gibson School.

He began working with
counselors, teachers and par-
ents on a curriculum geared to

ifted children, who were often
eing disruptive because of
boredom and frustration.

10 1972, he started his own
school with 30 students ina
church basement in Dearborn.
The school’s curriculum was
experience-based with an
emphasis on hands-on projects,
cexperimentation, student-cen-
tered lenming and crass-disel-
pline.

“I0 1972, it was pretty cut-
ting-edge 1o do field trips to
allow students 1o have mote
experienees,” Youug said, "1t
was cutting-edge to have elass.
es with mmltiple ages, 1t was
cutting-edge to have an inte-
grated curriculum with teack-
ers teaching around a topic,
every teacher teaching nLJul
dinusaurs or space exploration,
1t's mure common ow but not
in those days”

10 1975, Gibson began Yeas-
ing its current building on
Tenton Read from South

Redford seheols, The former

and the mother
started ta cry. She
said, ‘She's
happy.®

Kelli Dade
Haines of Livonin
was well aware of
the prablems.
firced by u gifted
child. When she
was 2 years old,
her parents had
her tested when
she said a polysyl-
labie word that
tw one knew.

Iter parents
were educators who lmcw
something was speein] about
their daughter. ‘They sent ber to
Rocper School in Bloomfietl
Hills,

Haines noticed the sute
qualitics in her son Blake, 8.
She spent asample day ot
Gibson. She und Blake visited
some elassrooms,

“He said, ‘Mom, I really like it
here, can 1 stay?” she said.

Before Gibson, Blake was
acting aut his frusteation.

“If you talk to any parent, it's
the nightmare story of not fit-
ting in,” Haincs said, “Blake
was reading but he had trouble
making fricnds because he
knew the answers and the other
kids think of him as a smart
aleck”

At Gibson, Blake has been
nble to make fricnds, 1its best
friend is Joshua Lucksom.

“He gets more involved. He
puts himself fnto his projects.
He's working up to his poten-
tial,” Haines said,

Getting involved is an impor-
1ant part of the Gibson philoso-
phy. .
“We're sure to cover eurricu-
Tum that the state requires, but
deepen and bronden it and
have integration of various dis-
ciplines,” Young said.

When Margaret Mayer of
Westhnnd was looking for a
schoal for ber son, Christinn, 6,
she already knew aJot about
Gibson. She attended the
school in the late '80s and carly
‘903, n 1991, her eighth-goude
graduating class had just 10
students.

It was structured like other
schools but you were more free
10 lenmt at your own pace and
abilities,” Mayer sald.

She said the school gave hera
chance to go “above and
beyond.”

Wer son had been attending

Auction theme is a dream

Gibson School is celebrating
the 2002-03 school year with
several special events to high-
light the Redford school's 3oth
anniversary.

In keeping with this years
overall thesne, “Soaring Tnta the
Tuture,” the school's annual
auction, its major fund-raiser,
will focus of the theme
"Dreamers of Dreams.” The
auctinn organizers sclected the
event's theme to highlight the
future roles which the schools
gifted students expeet ta play in
their adult lives,

The 17th annual auetion is

Friday, March 26, at the
Ttalian-American Banguet and
Conference Center, 34200 Five
Mile at 1-275 in Livonia, Doors
open at 6 pan, with food sa-
tions and a sifent auction, At
#:15 pa the auctioneer will
conduct a live anction featuring
such items as family getaways,
sparts memorabilia, a week's
stay anywhere in the world, use
of Ford SUV for s week, ahot
air balloon ride, a gowsmet
Ttalian dinner and morr.
Tickets for the event are §70
and are available by calling the
sehonl a1 (313) KAT-KGRK,

My child...

I Learns at a faster puce
ordi 1y than other
children.

M Asks morc questions than
Tcan answer.

B Is a perfectionist who is
reluctant to try new things.

® [s self-directed and
driven.

B [s overly excitable or
intense in what he or she says
or Joes.

£ Is more comfortable
talking with adults.

® [s simultancously
different ages intellectually,
cmotionally and socially.

N

Montessori school when she
moved him to Gibson’s pre-
school program. She began to
notice that he was working
above his age tevel and had him
tested for admission te Gibsen.
She said he hos been adjusting
well to her old school.

RELATED THEMES

‘The schoo! has five home-
room teachers; children are
grouped together by age but
can work with older children in
areas where they have a special
gift. In «ddition, the school has
five speciul teachers for com-
puter seience, art, music,
Spanish and physical educa-
tiott,

In the spring and fall, the
school selects themes around
which teachers can build a cur-
riculun, Themies have included
dinosaurs, oceans, the space
program and this year's theme,
“sonring into the fiture”

Field trips are another big
part of the progeam, including
twa trips & year to the Detroit

PHOYDS BY BILL RESLER | STAFE PHOTCGRAPHER

Students peepare for an upcoming concert. Ashil Pearsan, Rebecca Mofinas and Jasmine Uduma (foreground to

background) practice the recorder.

Institute of Arts.

‘The recent Columbia tragedy
will be the focus of debates for
the middle school students.

A popular interactive pro-
gram is called “mini socicty,” in
which the children create their
own community, One day they
were creating products for sale,
setting their prices in “shenani-
gans”

The school's library was
recently renovated. A computer
lab l:as 22 functioning comput-
ers but, as of yet, no Internet
access, Young said that is a top
priority.

The annual tuition is $8,500
ayear and is expected to go up
slightly next fall. About 20 stu-
dents are attending on scholar-
ships based on financial need.

“We have an endowment
fund for scholurships. We don't
want to be a school just f
ple of means,” Young sai

The school has a $500,000
endowment.

The school’s board comes
from a cross-scction of the
community’s business and edu-
cational leadership but does
not include parents. Parents,
however, are an important past
of Gibson,

‘They serve on subcommittces
and volunteer their time,
Students come from 23 differ-
ent communities throughout
metro Deteoit, including
Livonin, Redford, Plymouth,
Canton and Westland,

Jeanne Nance of Bloomfield
Hills works in admissions for
the school. She brought her
son, Bill, now in high schoa), to
Gibson when he was in the
sixth grade.

“Everything was a debate
with him. [ had him evaluated,
tried to work with a psycholo-
gist,” she said. "We found
Gibson when he was in sisth
grade. Within a week he was
anxious to go to schoal, excited.
The whole family relaxed.”

Nance said ane thing her san
learned at Gibson was that girls
can be bright and be friends.

Young said it has been a chal-
lenge to attract girls to the
school. ‘The school sponsors an
annual Girls’ Conference (Girls
are Gifted Too!).

A DIVERSE GROUP

The open, accepting environ-
ment of Gibson was important
1o Rocco Foggio as well.

Foggio, 2+, of Farmington
Hills, played football at Purdue,
in the 2001 Rose Bowl and is
now an National Football
League free agent.

*“The biggest thing was that
black, white, Asian everyone
ot along,” he said. "There were
no racial issues. ‘There was a
commitment to teach children
and help them get along, There
was never any disruption at the
school”

Foggio was nttending a

parochia) school and fecling
“ostracized” because he was so
far ahead of his classmates in
reading and math. His parents
checked several schools and
decided on Gibson.

“The classes were a lot small-
er. You got extra attention,
because everyone is gifted in
their own way,” he said.

Adam Cholom retnembers
that when be was a student
at Gibson in the '80s his two
best {ricnds were n Korean
boy and the son of a Nigerinn
father and white American
mother.

“I found it o supportive envi-
ronment that allowed you to
pursue what you were more
interested in,” he said.

He remembers doing
detailed research papers on
complex subjects when he
was in the middle school
years,

Chalom of Farmington isa
rabbi at the Birmingham
‘Temple.

For the parents, Gibson is o
place for their children to be
normal, to develap with other
children like themselves and to
grow at their own pace with
strong, support.

“It’s a myth that giRed chil-
dren Jearn on their own,” said
Lucksom.

“They need as much helpnsa
special ed child”
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cn an accident damages your business, your Citizens
agent comes to the rescue, We undenstand how unsetding
disruptions ta your daily life can be —even if they're
minor, Qirr pledge is to get you, your family, and your life back to
nornial as soon as possible. .

it wwavcitizensnsurance. biz.

Discover the Benefits of Citizenship.

Citizens Insurance Company of America has been providing auto,
home, and business imurance ta the people of Michigan since
o find your local independent Citizens agent, loak in the

ne?

CITIZENS

INSURANCE

www.citizensinsurance.biz




