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Clarkston falls in OT wers

BY ARAD MOMASTIERE.
STAFF WRIT(R

‘The fourth time didn’t turn
ont 1o be the charm for the
Clarkston boys baskethall team,

Making ita fourth appearance
in the Class A state quacterfi-
nats in eight years, all under
vete ach Dan Fife, the
Wolves came up agon
<hort Tuesday, falling to the
£ rman-Ainsworth, 68-
60, in overtime at Saginaw
Valley State University's Ryder
Center.

The eighth-ranked Covalicrs
(24-2), just one of two Class A
ranked teams to reach the state
quarterfinals, advance to
Friday's statc semifinals,

Clarkston, which had won
cight siraight heading into the
Elite 8 matchup with Carman-
Ainsworth, finishes its season
with a 17-9 mark. Fife’s tcams
kad lost its previous two quar-
terfinal games in heartbreaking
fashion, and this game wasn't
any less gut-wrenching.

The Wolves battled back
from a ninc-point third-quarter
deficit, and aRer a pair of three-
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pointers by sophomore guard
Robbie Clark, actunlly rallied to
take o 5448 lead with 3:54 left
in the fourth quarter. Clark’s
clutch alints capped a 14-2
Clarkstan ran, bt Carman-
Ainsworth’s Aaron Lawler just
wounldn't Jet his team lose.

After going scoreless in the
third uarter, Tawler scored 13
of his career-high 81 points in
the fourth quarter and over-
time to carey his team to its
first-ever semifinal nppearance,

“He's a very good player and
stepped up at key times for
them,” said Fife, whose squad
also lost in the quarterfinals in
1995, ‘96 and ‘98. “They've got
1B-year-olds playing against
our 15-year-olds, but we're used
to that because we've done it all
year”

Clark scored 10 points for
the Wolves, despite missing
most of the first half with foul
trouble. Sophomore guard Brad
Goodman added cight paints,
while Whetstone dished out 1
game-high 10 assists,

Mitchell honored as
top girls ski coach

BY DAKIEL STICKRADT
SIAFF WRITER

After serving as an assistant
conch for two years, Tami
Mitchell has been the head gitls
ski canch at Clarkston the past
four years — and her team has
not left its perch as one of the
area’s most dominating pro-
grams,

“Tha 200,
plete Indication of that.

o Walves finished unbeat-
en (9-0) in dual meets for the
fourth steaight season, won the
Pine Knab Divisional meet, the
OAA Division 1 weet. the Pinc
Kuab Regional for the seventh
struight yenr und cighth time
out af the past 10 years, amd
eapturcd the SEMSL chnnpi-
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§ You can't get a lot of this with a stellite,

anship meet, the anly meet
Clarkston won this scason
where it was challenged.

Clarkston also finished fifth
at the Traverse City Invitational
and finished fourth at the Class
A state meet at Marguette
Mountain after finishing third
the year before, The Wolves
were one of four area teams to
compete at the Class A state
meet this season, while a fifth
qualified for the Class B-C-D
tinats,

*It’s an honor not only to
have such o good tenm, but to
be honored by othes conches in
whe arcn,” said a fattered
Mitchell, 01990 Clarkston
grad,
dstickradt@oe homezomm nel
(243) 6517575, eat. 12,
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to Kitchencr in the Western
Conference and third overall in
the OHL.

For another, they probably
don’t have the talent they had
1ast scason. Hey, after all, four
guys from last season’s squad are
currently playing in the NEIL.
And don't forget — sitice they
aren’t No. 1in the ennference,
they won't have to go up against
the No. 8 {nnd last) seed. So
where are the positives ir all
that?

Attribute it to lessons learned.
*On last year's team, guys
already hiad their pro conteacts
and we weren't playing particu-
Tarly well down the stretch,”
Plymouth coach Mike Vellucei
said. ~This (year’s) team has
been playing very well down the
stretch.

~This is a different makeup of
kids. These guys are hungry”

Last year's disappointiag fin-
ish should make them famished.
This year's Whalers weren't
expected to do much — they'd
lost nearly all their top scorers,
half of their defensemen and
their starting goalie - but with
the help of a few good maves
and the development of same
other players, they have.

Still, even though they won
their fiRh straight West Division
title, the Whalers aren't likely to
Took past Owen Sound, their

first-round opponent. Not after
last season's debacle. Besides,
the Attack beat Plymouth in
three of four meetings this sea-
san,

“They're well-balanced,”
Vellucci said. “They think they
mateh up well with us, They're
hard-working, they have sume
speed, and they're o disciplined,
well-coached team.”

Owen Sound finlshed fourth
in the Midwest Division with a
27-30-7-4 record, scoring 206
goals while giving up 243, The
Attack are led by Migucl Delisle
with 35 goals nnd -+ nssists (79
points), Brid Richardson with
27 gonls and 40 assists (67
points), Matt Passficld with 36
goals and 30 assists (G6 points).
Pat Jarrett (brother of Plymouth
defenseman Cole Jarrett) with

16 goals and 39 assists (55
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points) and Mark Giordano with

Thothuen (30 goals, 41 assista),

OFL PLAYOFFS John Mitchell (08 goals, 37
First round assists) and John Vigilante (15
[2 What goals, 24 assists) on the prowl,
o“l;::“st:u nd z;::: Also dangerous are defonse-

men Cole Jarrett (14 goals, 41
Records: Whaters (No. 2 seed in as<ists) and Canton’s James
Wastern Corference), 431492, Wisniewski (18 goals, 34

Owen Sound (Ho. 7 seed). Z1-30-7 | assists).

. Another Whaler strength is
Gama schedule: 7.30 pm. Saturddy | goalie Paul Drew, wha was sur-
at Plymouth's Compuware Arena; 7 | rounded by uncertainty entering
pm. Sunday at Owen Sound. 7.30 the seasun simply hecanse he
pm Tuesday at Compuwate; 7 had never been a No. 1 goal-

e March 27 at Owen Sound; 130 | temilee in the OTL before,
pm. March 29 at Compuware (if responded, howeser, leadi
necessary), 7 pm. March 30 at
Owen Sound (if necessaryy, 1.30
pm. Aptil 1at Compuware (f nac-
essary),

IS

OHL in goals-agninst average
(2.44) while posting a 29-12-7
recoed with three shutouts and a
.911 save percentage.

16 guals and 30 assists (48
points).

John Ceci, abtained in a trade
with Ottawa, has been <olid in
goal. He had a 25-13-+ overall
record with a 2.77 goals-against
average and a .9NH save pereent-
age. Among his wins was a 2-1
victory Feh, 22 over Plymouth at
Compiuware Arena.

Vellueei believes his current
team is ready for the chaflenge,
more so than last season's squad.
“We have mare bal scor-
ing. he said. “Scoring's never
been our problem.”

‘The Whalers, 43-14-9-2 uver-
all, tied for third in the OHLin
goals scored with 259 and were
first in goals against with 174
(“For the fifth-stright season.
Vellueei pointed out).

Chad LaRose helped make up
for the loss of last year's leading
scorers — Stephen Weiss,
Damian Surma, Kris Vernarsky
and Brad Yeo — by scaring n
team-record 61 goals and lead-
ing the ORL in power-play goals
(23) and plus/minus rating
(plus-51). He totaled 117 points.

But unlike last year, when just
onc Whaler surpassed 30 goals
(LaRose with 32) and four had
20 ot more, this season's
Whalers featured four players
with 30 or more goals. Seven
players collected more thau 50
points this season; five had that
many [ast season.

So the Attack won't be able to
concentrate on LaRuose atone,

not with Ryan Rumsay (33
gonls, 55 assists), Karl Stewart
(35 goals, 50 assists), Chris
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FIRST ROUND HOME SCHEDULE
GAME 1- SAT., MAR. 22 @ 7:30 p.m. |
GAME 3- TUES., MAR. 25 @ 7:30 p.m. |!
*GAME 5- SAT., MAR. 29 @ 7:30 p.m. |
*GAME 7- TUES., APR. 1 @ 7:30 p.m.

+. If necessary In best of seven serles

TOP GOAL SCORER

2003 OHL PLAYOFFS!

Vellucei believes this season's
team won't stumble. *They
know,” he taid. “You can finish
50 points ahead of somcone (in
the regular season) and it won't
matter. [t all starts over again.

“1 told them if we play our
game, we'll be fine”

Vellucci then repeated the
catch phrases his coaching staff
has used all season: sticking to
our system, keeping it simple,
pay the price, ctc. 1t all cumes
down to sacrificing fur the good
of the team. 1f the Whalers do
that, their fun in the playoffs
should last a goud deal longee
than last year's,
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CHAD LAROSE,
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