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hich is more important: edueating young
peoplc or warchousing eriminals?
Most people, I believe, would say the

. return on investing in young minds far outstrips
. the costs of jailing felons. Indeed, for many years,
¢ the state of Michigan spent more on universitics
¢ than an prisons.

But if Gov. Jennifer Granholm's budget propos-
at for the 2004 fiscal year that begina Oct. 1 is
adopted by the Legislature, for the fiest time
Michignn will spend more on the corrections sys-
tem than on sur universities. The difference may
be small, but the symbolism is enormous.,

Granholm’s proposed budget
for state prisons totals $1.723
billion, white ber spending plan
for the 15 public universities in
Michigan {plus various scholar-
ship programs) comes to $1.715
hillion.

How has this happened? In
because appropriations
cr educatinn have been
cut by almost 12 percent over
the past two years, while spend-
ing for the carrections system
has held steady. Five years ago,
for example, state spending on
higher education was $1.6 billion, while outlays
for prisons totaled $1.4 billion,

To her eredit, Granholm's hudget proposals for
the corrections system include a number of cuts.
She calls for impravements in the parole system, so
once released on parole inmates don't go back to
ptison. She wants a system of drug courts for drug.
or alcohol addicts who commit crimes, on the idea
that trentment programs are cheaper than prisons.
And the governor wants to change the law so that
non-violent prisoners would be placed in less-
expensive community placement facilities several
months before their scheduled release; she says
this step alone would frec up 1,400 prison beds.

Make no mistake about it. Prisons in Michigan
are expensive. Some authorities sny that it costs
the state $80 a day per prisoner. Others say that
the annual cost of the system runs at mare than
$25,000 per inmate.

Peter Luke, the Lansing columnist for Booth
Newspapers, points out in a column last weckend
that Michigan locks up enormous numbers of non-
violent offenders who are sentenced to two years or
less, He cites statistics from Corrections
Department Dircctor William Overton, that 56
percent of new inmates were sentenced to 24+
months or less. Last year, the state’s prisoner intake
jumped by 15 percent t0 11,047 new inmates.

Legislators have for years argued that a public
sick and tired of increasing crime rates is insist-

ing on spending whatever it takes to lock 'sm up.
But crime rates are down, costs to run the corree-
tions system keep going up, and even legisl
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How has this happened? In part, it's because
apprepriations for higher education have
beer cut by almost 12 percent over the past
two years, while spending for the corrections
system has held steady. Five years ago, for
example, state spending on higher education
was $1.6 hilfion, while outlays for prisons
totaled §1.4 bilfion.

are beginning to realize it makes little sense to
keep people who commit non-violent crimes in
very expensive prison cells.

On the other hand, Gov. Granholm's 2004
budget cuts another 6.7 percent, or $154 million,
for state support for the 15 public universities
and 29 community colleges, plus reduces merit
scholarships from $2,500 to $500. This is on top
of last year's cut of 3.5 percent across-the-board
reduction for higher education.

According to Michac) Bolus, executive director
of the Presidents Council of the State Universities
of Michigan, state universitics now receive arcund
the same funding they got in 1998-99, without any
adjustments for inflation. “How can you not have
higher tuition when we're being cut like this?” he
asks, while pointing out that Michigan universitics
get about $1,000 less per student from the state
than universities in neighbering states.

MSU Presitlent Peter McPherson says his
school has 6,000 more students than it did 10
years ago, yet the same number of faculty. U-M
President Mary Sue Coleman says she wants to
save money, but she is also aware that merely
cramming more kids into a classroom is not nec-
essarily what cither the kids or their families
want. When I was a regent at U-M, I'kept point-
ing out that the university was doing all kinds of
things te save money — privatizing services, cut-
ting non-acndemic staff — but it wasn't empha-
sizing cost containment in its PR.

Be that as it may, the core of the debate over
Gav. Granholm's budget will be whether it's more
important for the state to spend maney on ware-
housing felons or cducating young people. As far
as I'm concerned, college beats the stammer every
time around.

Phil Power is the chairman of the board of the company that
owns this newspaper. He would be pleased to get your reac-
tions 10 this column either at {734) 953-2047 or a1

omm.net,
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Visiting Israeli puts face
on impact of terrorism

abaut the United States was there
weren't any guards stationed at the
restaurants where he has eaten.

in [srae), where he is a police official, there
is a law mandating that all public places,
including stores, parks and restaurants, have
a trained security guard on duty at all times.
‘Their job is to keep & lookout for terrorists
and suicide bombers.

Unfortunately, suicide bombings have
become a “routine of life” in
Israel, according to Gertner,
who heads a police depart-
reat around the town of
Rosh-Ha'zin. Although he is
only 33 years old, Gertner
has already witnessed the
aftermath of 10 such bomb-
ings, dating back to the days
he worked for the police
department in Tel Aviv,

“I've seen some terrible
things. It's hard ta look at
the bodies after these
attacks, You barely recog-
nize them as people,” Gertner said. "After you
see something like that, it is very hard to go
on sleeping at night”

Gertner was in metro Detroit for about a
wecek to discuss his experiences with local
Jewish organizations and prominent Jewish
residents, He was invited by the Southficld
branch of Development for Isracl/State of
Israel Bonds, an international organization
that provides funding for infrastructure proj-
ects in [srael.

Isrrel Bonds Executive Director Hershell
Wais has set up a tour for Gertner, which
included stops in Bloomfield Hills, Troy and
Southfield. The hope is that once people meet
Gertner and hear his stories, they will invest
in Israel Bonds and in Istacl's fight against
terrorism.

“Ron’s story, unfortunately, is not a plensant
story. But it is what is going on over there. It
is reality. People in our country need to hear
the story,” Wais said.

Although most of us have seen the grim
images of suicide bombings on the evening
news, listening to Gertner describe the terror-
ist ncts brings more life to them, As you hear
him talk, you can begin to understand the
true meaning of terrorism.

“Today, in Isracl, when you walk outside,
when you go out to the stare, when you take
your children to a movic, you have to think
twice," said Gertner, n father of two boys.

As we move forward in our own war on ter-

0 ne of the first things Ron Gertner noticed
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cor, Israel eould certuinly teach us a few les-
sons. [ts citizenry is educated, alert and aware
of the dangers termorists pose. Frequent sui-
cide bambings tend ta make people pay atten-
tion.

Last year, police departments around Isract
received some 6.3 million calls from residents
complaining about suspicious persons. That
is an astounding statistic considering there
are only about & million living in the country,

Israel could also teach our public safety
officials how to deal with the terrorist
thrent. Their military and police person-
nel work as an integeated force. The mili-
tary's job is to work the borders, and try
to keep the terrorists from catering the
country.

In addition 1o taking care of normal crimi-
nals, police officials like Gertner have to deal
with the terrorists that sneak through the
border checks. One minute. Gertner is collar-
ing a burglar. The next, he is called to the
scene of a suicide bombing,

“There is no normatl routine for us. We
must be ready for everything,” Gertner says.

Just a few weeks ago, in fact, Gertner's unit
[carned that three Palestinian men, who were
hiding in an Arab village, were planning a
suicide bombing. His unit set up road blocks,
and teacked the terrorists to a local mosque.

Inside this holy house, the terrorists tried
to dump a belt full of explosives, which,
according to Gertaer, is the weapon of
choice for most suicide bomhers, beeause
they can be strapped to an individual
underneath a coat.

Gertners bomb squad took the explosives
aut to a safe place and detonated them. 1t was
a happy cnding to a tense situation.
Unfortunately, many ather suicide hombers
aren’t intercepted before they can fulfill their
horrible, misguided mission.

Although he said isracl is trying to stay
out of America’s conflict with Irag so it
doesn't add fuel to an already burning fire,
Gertner said Americans can be rest assured
the Isracli people are completely behind
them. He said the universal hope from Tel
Aviv to Haifa, and from Rosh-Ha'in to
Jerusalem is for Saddam Husscin to be
ousted from power.

“We can only hupe life will get better.
Maybe afier the war with Iraq, there will be
peace in the region, All the time, we hope for
peace,” he said.

Kurt Kuban is an £ccentric stall writer. He can be
reached at (248) 901-2536 or by e-mail at
kkuban2ce homecomm.nat
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Find new decorating
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GRAND OPENING

SATURDAY MARCH 22 | 10AM-8PM

Orvis is the premier outfitter af the diancnve countey htestyle, otiering
clothing, home farnishings. and the world's best fly fidhing gear sinee 1856,

You are invitod to joln ns at our new Rochester Mills stars. Ploass stop by and cele-
brate cutdoor Llving and the sporting traditions with Orvis. Scheduled eventa include:

« Cast one of out new TY or TLS nah.antend
interactive fhy-tying demos, and et free caging tpy
from Ons iintronton sad speoal gine
+ Dring 2 photo of wur dog and rveny 3 free gaf
akog with membenbip tn the Orvis Kennel Clob
« Wring in your best “eatch-and-release™ phota
and receve 3 pift cettificate bowand 3 new Onv
rod along with membenhip 10 the Orvis Catch

Barbour

« Enter 1o w2 $500 it veruficate!

+ Demrstratins rom master v ters, og
seamers, and ourdoor artin Fishang somiman lad
e On gundes, regromal wane Tty aod more
o Tat Lieske will Ik abom the Kand Lakes
Recreation Az and Dave 1eonard wil be on
hand 10 disuss the pesest O Tiduned
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« Reprmentatives of Barbour will be en-ute
+ FREE Marbaour vast repnomfing
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