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“Travel tulip country and Belgium by river boat

BY KORMA AND WENDY SCHOKWETTIR
CORRLSTORDENTS

Springtime in the
Netherlands and Belgium is
wwesome, We associate the
Netherlnnds with tulips, and
river erofses nre o great way te
wee them, Stups Include
Keukenhof with alinost 80
neres of Horad displays inn
purk-like setting.

We enmburked on our 11-day
river vrulse abourd the Viking
Pride in Amsterdam. Before
leaving, we visited the
Rijksmuseum with its splendid
collections of Europenn art,
especially Duteh painters from
the 15th to 19th centuries,
Works by Rembrandt, Vermeer
and Franz Hals are stunning
and plentiful.

1f you like Greenfield
Village, you'll love the Open
Air Museum. Over BO charac-
teristic Dutch buildings
(barns, farmhouses, windmills
and village shops) have been
relocated from various regions
af the country,

Nigmegen is the oldest city
in the Netherlands. Located on
the Waal River, it was founded
Dy the Romans in the second
century. There are rains of an
old church built in 0 AD. with
u still-intact chapel built in
1054, St. Stephan’s Church,
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88 Viking River Cruises,
viwwyiking cruises.com, (877)
668-4546

W Vanlage Travel,
wwivvantagetravel.com, (888)
£52-1103

I Grand Circle Travel,
wwwgct.com, (800) 221-2610
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also still stunding, was started
in 1254 and completed in the
carly 15th century,

BELGIUM

There are two national lan-
gunges in Belgiwm, Flemish
and French, although some
people still speak German,

Every city has a different
i ots of

“intcresting

They have five governments
and fly five flo;
confusing to truly compre-
hend.

The most fanous mascot in
Brussels is the 1619 fountain of
a little boy, Mannekin-Pis, that
attracts tourists from all over

the world. Just

tory. Kinderdijk has 19 windmills, incfuding this ane.
Most were built around 1740,

around the block
is Grand Place
(City Hall), which
is surrounded by
barogue-style
guildhouses. This
light-hearted city
is apital of
the Europeas
Union #nd NATO.
The narrow old
streets are filled
with quaint shops
overflowing with
beantiful, expen-
sive, handmade
Belginn face and
Belgian choco-
Intes, pralines and
truftles.

Belginns also
pride thems
in having the best
beer and health-
eare system in the
world,

Antwerp, home
of Peter Paud
Reubens and the
Afth-targest har-
bor in the warld,
is also \he site of
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When Evil Visits,
Turn Out The Lights

WAIT UNTIL
DARK

By Fredaritk Knott
MAR 19 - APR 13
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Keukenhof Is chock full of tulips that will dazzle your eyes.

country charm we encoun-
tered on mast of the trip,
Decause it was completely
destroyed in World War 11
everything in Rotterdam is
modern. Having no pretense
about recreating the past, it
sports futuristic bridges an
architecture. We stepped in
Delft fur a tour af the Royal
Delft factory, where the
famous blue tin-glazed pottery
is produced.

AMSTERDAM

There are inoderately priced
hotels awny from the center of
the eity, but near the museum

the biggest Catholic church in
Beigium, The Tower
Cathedeal,

Bruges, founded in the 10th
century, and one of the richest
cities in the world, is cansid
ered "the Venice of the North”
because of its romantic canal
system. Start your sightsceing
at the main square, ealled the
Markt, dominated by a 13th-
century cathedral,

Although windmills became
absolete in the 19th century,
Kinderdijk, with its 19 wind-
mills, most huilt around 1740,
shows how the Dutch began
reclaiming their country from
the sea. It was a slow process -

ing, then off-
sen witer with windmills,

Rotterdam, one of the
busiest ports in the world, is a
departure from the quaint old-

se include breakfast and
are very aceessible to the tram-
lines, which are inexpensive
and run every few minutes,
Buy n strip of tickets to avoid
having to always find the prop-
cr coinage,

To truly understand the cic-
cumstances and life of Anne
Frank, a visit to the house
where her famous diary was
written is a must. The Anne
Frank House draws huge
crawds so get there enrly.

Hap nboard a glass-topped
canal boat for a cruise through
Amsterdam's beautiful canals,
where you get the best view of
all the gabled houses of
Golden Age merchants, It's a

Unless your river cruise
affords you extra duys in
Amsterdam it is well worth

Jing time there before or
afler, It is a friendly, lively,
safe, easy to navigate, city
where mast of the people
spenk English.

bargain for $8.50 and a
chance to rest your weary fect.

Restaurants are plentiful
and diverse, You will find lots
of small take-out stands spe-
cinlizing in French fries, others
offer Dutch pancakes covered
with powdered sugar.

We also visited Café Roux,
Dorrins, La Rive and Brasscrie
Noblesse. They were gorgrous
and etegant with outstanding
service,

Evui vas fascinating
and filled with rich experi-
ences, colors, sounds and fla-
vors. Do not miss an opportu-
nity to travel] tulip country by
river bont.

Horma and Wendy Schonwetter are a
mother-daughter travel writing team,
Horma lives in Farmington Hills and
Wendy In Sealtle.
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