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& Clean secrels

There's no escape from
housecleaning: it’s as certain
as death and taxes. But
doing it well means doing it
quickly and less often.

iith spring cleaning close
at hand, we're searching for
tips and

techniques -
{rom readers for

an upcoming stary about
housetleaning.

For instance, do you have
footproof method for remov-
ing bathtub buildup? Is your
wood polishing technique
superior 10 all others? Uid
your grandmother pass dovin
the tacipe for 2 homemade
tleaning sofulion Lhal out-
does anyihing on 1he markel?
$Share your cleaning secrets
and solutions try e-mail,
astatfordZoe homecarnmnel,
or regutar mail, Nicofe Stafford.
Observer & Eccentric
Hewspapers. 805 €. Maple,
Birmingham, M 48009,

& Lassie [eads pack

For fitm fans. movies have
qone {o the dags. The Pet
Supplies “Plus” chain polied
visHors 1 ts Web site about
fheir favorite animal actors
of all time. Allhough there
are mote pet cats than dogs
in the U.S. today, canines still
haye more power af the box
offico. The entire Top 10 st
in the Pet Supplies “Plus™
animal pofl was made up of
dogs. Lassie led the pack
wilh 17 percenl. wilh Benji
{155 percent) close behind,
Other top finishers were
Beethoven {7 percent),
Hooch 16.5 percent), Eddie
(from TV show frasier al 6
percent?, Rin Tin Yin (5 per
cenl) and Buddy (4.5 per-
cent). Visilors to Pet Supplies
“Plus” ¥eb site polled visi-
tors to fls site about tavorile
animal movles. Lassie Come
Home tinlshed first, followed
by Beethoven and Homeward
Bound(lled), Old Yelier and
Turner and Hooch.

The chain conducted
the animal film poll on its
Web site, www.pelsupplies-
plus.com in January and
February 2003.

B Fine furniture

The Antiques Centre of
Troy and Judy Frankel
Antiques welcomes Anthony
Avey and Jill Meyer, purvey-
ors of fine period furnityre.
{o their tist of ting antiques
dealers, Judy Frankel will
host  special event to greet
Avey and Meyer flam.ta 7
p.m. Aprit 3,and fl am-4
pan., April 4 and 5. Located
on the northeast corner of
Maple and Coolidge, the
Antiques Centre offers 2
grealer
variety of antiques and deco-
rative accessories. For infor-
mation, contact Judy Frankel
al (248) 649-4399 or e-mail
judy&judyfranhelantigues.com

B YViolet show

The Town & Country
African Violet Club will hotd
its annua! judged Flower
Show and Sale 11am. to 5
pm. Saturday, March 29, and
1-4:45 pm. Sunday, March 30,
at the Oaford Public Libraty,
530 Ponliac Road in Oxford
This event is a celebration of
African Violets in the World
of Musit.

For information. catl (248}
3327924 or (248) 693-2415

Thaddius MacKiliop, shop superintendent of
tundreds of slabs of granite are kept, while CIiff Krupp moves a colorfu slab.

Fm creation of a granite coun-
tertop might begin in a quarry
in Italy, Indin or Brazil,

Sticks of dynamite are placed
inside a mountain. Workers scur-
ry away from the work site. The
charge is detonated, the moun-
tain’s face explodes and a +4- to 6-
foot slab of granite is created.

Soon it will be cut into thin
slabs, either two or three cen-
timeters thick, then shipped to
the United States, where it will
end up in a warchause where
customers cun pick out a slab,
prabably for the kitchen.

sranite has grown into one of
the hottest commodities in home
remudcling and-new construc-
tion,

ADDING ELEGANCE

Julic Kudzia-Serilla, interior
designer at Genesee Ceramic Tile
at the Michigan Design Ceater in
Troy, said granite ndds “n classy
Took™ to the home.

“It’s classy and clegant-look-
ing Kudzia-Serilln snid, “People
are using it in bathrooms,
kitchens and around fireplaces.”

Black and green with gold are
popular colors, Kudzin-Serilla
snid. When compared to Corian,
it “isn't much more to do a gran-
ite countertop.”

“Demand has increased for
granite and the market is more
campetitive,” she said. “People
usually want to do a kitchen
countertop, but they might doa
hacksplash. Some are doing pow-
der rooms or bathreom vanities.

*it's very hard, With quantz in
it, it's very strong. It's o naturad
look.”

Bob O'Brien, gencral sales
mannger for Kurtis Kitchens &
Bath Centers in Livonia and
Farmington, said granite has a
high-end appeal, or, as he puts it,
"snob” appeal. “But the price is
now affordable” O'Brien said.

MARKET PLACE

Submissions

Do yeu have a special item you'd
like to showcase in Markelplace on
the trant of Al Home?

We'd like to fealure itt Send a photo
or slide of the piece, atong with
information. to: Ken Abramezyk, At
Home editor, Observer & Tecentric
Rewspapers, 805 £, Maple,
Birmingham 48009.
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the granite and marble shop of TJ Ceramic Tile Sales in Southfield, stands in the warehouse where

Creating
beauty from
rough edges

Once granite slabs end
up at Phil Mularoni's
warchousc at the Marble
and Granite Shop inside
“IJ Ceramic Tile Sales in
Southficld, they sit and
wait for a customer to
select one of them for a
long-tnsting and durable
picee of beauty in their
kitchen or bathroom.

Once workers know the
dimcnsions, they can cut
the granite by using o

MICKIGIN DESIGN CENSLR

Geanite can belng a touch of elegance while providing durabliity In

any itchen.

And you don't have to
live in a rich neighborbood
10 afford it, O'Brien said,
More gronite is avaifable,
he said.

“More is being quarried.
more and more quarries
are necessible in more
cauntries;” O'Brien said,
“It's a natural stone, so no
twu stones ane exnctly the
samc. It has an aesthetie
value and cach slab is
unigue.”

Phil Mularoni, owner of
Ceramie Tile Sales in

Southfichd, Rochester and
Farmington, called granite
“the fastest growing com-
maodity at the expense of
Corian and synthetics. You
alwnys see a granite statue.
1t's impervious to any type
ofacid” Lemon julee and
vitegar can crente spots if
feft an other kluda of
counteriop materials,
Mularoni said.

“The maln component
of geanite is quartz” he

FLEASE SIE KITCHEN, C3

plate in the shape of
the counter in the cus-
tomer's kitchen.

Mistakes cannot be
mnde in the creation of
the granite countertop.
The machinery that fabri-
cates the countertop atd
sinkholes are engincering
marvels and highly spe-
cialized.

Florin Hrenle, nsaw-
man and shop foretman
who emigrated from
Romanin, operates a dia-
mond-binded saw nt the
shop. Waler sprays on the
blade where It strikes the
granite, cooling it and

HIASE SEE GRAMITE, €3

Glass act

§ the Bohemia Crystsl

company galiery at 33401
Woodward In Birminghsm
offers a collectlon of lusury

crystat decorative objects

B representing the rich Czech

qlassmaklng tradition. &
bridal registry Ls avaitable.
For more Informatlon, call

B} (248) 594-0555 o visit

wyvw,bohemiacrystal.us.

Brometiads, such as this billbergia decora,
can warm up & room and a moed.

Bromeliads,
orchids
require care

BY KM ABRAMCIYX
STAFF WRITER

Singrid Stern loves her exntic
plants.

The Rochester Hills resident grows
otchids and brometiads, what she
calls “the floral aristecrats” of the
rainforest. Her love of exotic plants 553
evident when you visit her gree
house, an addition to her home with
several species inside surtuted nndch?
lights.

“The bromelinds and orchids will be
showeased at two different events. A
bromelind workshop is scheduled for
Sunday, April 13, at 2 p.n. by the
Southeast Michigan Bromeliad
Society in the Rochester Hills
Environmental Center, while the
Michigan Orchid Socicty hosts its
annual Patm Sunday Orchid Show,
April 32 and 13, wt Laurel Park Place
in Livonin. (Sce refated chart.)

Stern, who is a member of the
Michigan Orchid Socicty and the
Southeast Michigan Bromelind
Society, said the key ta gardening
bromelinds and urchids under lights
is to create conditions ns close as pos-
sible to the plant's pative habitat.
Gardeners must supply the plant's
hasic needs - correct temperature,
moisture, humidity, soil and lighting.

ORCHIDS

Some orchids ean be mounted with
osmunda fiber on picces of bark or
wood nnd hung on the wall, Others
are grown in pots using various pot-
ting mixes — which dratn well — such
as chopped fir bark mixed with loose,
inert mincral products (perlite, ver-
wmiculite and charcoal).

"The Idea is to have a coarsc, frinble
and non-decaying medium that holds
moisture with no trace of sogginess
and allows frec movement of air. Once
the mix breaks down and the orchids
have bloomed, they need to be re-pot-
ted. Orchids can be grown exclusively
under lights - full-spectrum fluores-
cent types, Lights should beleft on 12
to 16 hours a day depending onthe
time of dny. Water the plants in the
morning, twice a week or as needed,
depending on the species.

SROMELIADS

1t {sn't haed to figure out which alf
the two exotic plants are her favorites,
cither. The bromelinds,

“They are easy to grow, more than
the nrcilidﬂ.' Stem raid, “Many of
them don't need soil, they don't need
much space and you can just hang
some of them.”

BromcHads grow into various
unusual shapes, unique markings,
exotie Qowers and bright bracts, They
are native to the trupical and subtrop-
ical areas of the Americas; the mnjori-
ty are indlgenous to South America.

There are three types of bromeliad:
vase-forming bromeliads. which ere-
ate cups in the middle of the plants to
hold water; a succulent that ix planted
in soil; and an air plant that grows
without any soil. Only a soaking for
about four hours a week is needed for
the air plant, but overwatering can

RUSE SEE LOWERS, C4

You never have to dig
for your local news.

-
We do it for you!

Yout hemetown Is our front page.




