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Technology
helps make
sweet noise

uring one of my

Monday night mederat-

ed chat sessions at
www.hearingexthange.com,
one of my online friends
shared rews of new technol-
ogy helping hearing
impaired individuals called
Loop America - nn assistive
listening system that broad-
casts sound directly through
hearing aids.

Being o very curious per-
soun, ! decided to research
this new concept.

Peaple with T-coil hearing
aids (most behind-the-car
and in-the-ear hearing nids
routinely come with telecoil
sensors) have settings that
can be adjusted in different
hearing situations. For
example, when [ use the
phone I switch to a setting
that allows me to hear on
the phane more clenrly.

The loop system transmits
magnetic energy to telecoil-
cquipped hearing aids
through a witing system that
can be installed in any venue
including a home, church,
theater, ete. This technology
is predominantly used
throughuut the United
Kingdom. In fact the UK
Disabilities Discrimination
Act says by the year 2004
any business or vrganization
providing a service to the
general public must putin
place the Loop system.

‘The American Disabilitics
Act requires only businesses
and government offices to
offer FM headsets,
Individuals wear the head-
sets to block out background
nolse and focus on the
intended speaker, However,
muny individunls choose not
to use the headset beeause it
draws attentlon to their dis-
abilities. Also, FM systems
operate on differing fre-
quencics, requiring receivers
for each venue.

SUCCESS

David Meyers, a social
psychologist at Hope College
in Holland, Mich., who is
also hard of hearing, experi-
enced the loop system in
Scotland. While touring the
800-year-old ona Abby, he
changed the T-coll setting
on his heating aid and was
amazed at how clear the
speakers and musicians
sounded. Alter expericncing
this new technology first
hand, he decided to bring it
to the United States starting
with his hometown of
Holland.

Premotivation Audio in
Michigan offers the same

Tough
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A group of West Bloomfickd
High School
actors will present
a powerful play,
What Goes
Around, nimed at
the stark realities
of stel
bullving, violence,
sexual harass
ment, racism,
aleohol abuse and
morte. They'll per-
form in April at
Adat Shalom in
Farmington Hills
t

PLAY IRFORMATION
Project TRUST is coming
to Farmington o these
dates: Monday, April 7 -
735 p.m,, Adat Shafom
Synagogue, "What Goes
Around”; Friday, May 16
- 1:45 p.m., Wood Creek
Elementary, “Peace Up”

—_—

their first audiences were sti-
dents from Abbott and
Orchard Lake middle schools
in West Bloomfictd.

“We will be trying to make
the students uncosnfortable”

saitl ene of the

Melissa |

traying re:
Ml

1is joined by fellow

otyping,

esson

Whit cames aronnd is 1hat
Goes Around, middle school
students will find out

West Bloomfield students bring powerful
message to local schools, synagogues

12V ETMERLA | STATE PSTICRANER.

Bt t!
Andrew Lubatsky portrays feeflngs of anguish over a teen baing murdered. The scene is part of the ‘What Goes Around’ play performed
by ¥est Bloomfteld High School intermediate drama class students.

cast tnembers Nate Piper, Dan
Skelton, Pat Scanlon, Hilleey
Hayman and Adam Fanger,
who are seniors; juniors Jenma
Saltsman nnd Aaren Lebovie;
and sophomores Andresw

Lubetsky, Shayna Lax, Amanda

Walters und Britany Schanes.
‘The play s quite straightfor-
ward,
“We don't hedge the issues,

said Arlene Sorkin, producer of
i §

IHuminArt Pr

Drama students on the produc-
tion of What Goes Around for
middle and other high school
students and 3 second play,
Peace Up, geared for elemen-
tary schoo) students, Perce Up
focuses more on conflict reso-
Tutinn and alternative, accept-
able ways to deal with anger
HluminAn Productions
brought these plays to the West
Bloomficld drama students to

Sorkin, MusminArt artistic
director Patty Ceresnie and
West Bloomfield High drama
tencher Robin Nodler are
working with the Inteemediate

present to ather sehools in the
| 5 1d. Toomfield

Project TRUST (Feaching and
Reaching Using Students and
Theater).

These two theater produc-
tions are different from the
he students are used to
nting.
he teens and Barbara

Rerger White, program direc-
tor of outreach from Jewish

day workshop 1o familiarize
1

W L

Hills, Walled Lake and
Farmington school districts
through a program called

il J
s with the plays and
the issues,
wish Family Service part-
nered with the high school and
Illuminart to bring the peer
i

on social lssues.

Hiltery Hayman, along with the rest of the cast, rehearses for two upcoming plays that focus

prog 1o the
area.

The elementary school play
features audience participati
throughout the production.
The high school play will he
followed by a discussion ses-
sion,

Educational materials ¢
provided to teachers and social
workers prior to the presenta-
tion to facilitate pre- and post-
play discussions. Jewish Family
Service provides resource
information for referrals.

“These plays are a good way
10 teach kids about these
issues,” sald Amanda. “We get
them Involved with fun and
humor so they can get the
most out of the meanings.”

Adam said preparing for
these plays is hard, becanse the
actars are learning two differ-

ent predluctions st the sune
time,

“We play different parts in
each of the play:
of role switching,” explained
Andrey

“These are diflicult to per-
form.” added Nate, "We have to
keepr the productions enter-
taining while making them
informative. We have to really
think about how we deliver
our lines”

“Also, we have to be carcful
not to be condeseending to the
vounger students.” said Aaron.

Shayna sai
ing these productions mean-

ingful to be imu]\:u 1.

meaning in them than any-
thing else I've ever done” she

rewarding.

aidd this experience is

“This is only my sccand time

doing a pla
ence,” said Dan,

2 1 nee

d the experi-

11e plans to pursue acting as

acarecr,

The young actors are per-
forming Peace Up and What
Goes Around through May.
For information on bringing
vither of these plays to a

school, contact §

rkin at

MuminArt Productions at
g

{248} 737-9610.
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Before buying, learn all about those Easter bunnies

Micht

Rabbit Resaite

a8 its cou
part in England that manu-
factured the Loop system, It
takes approximately two
weeks to install the system
and to train sound!
operators on its use. The
Loop retails for 81,100 (plus
installation) for the system,
which covers 5,400 square
feet of space.

At the end of 2002, the
Holland-Zeeland communi-
ty was considercd a model
1oop community. Many indi-
viduals, bustnesses, church-
es and public venues in
Holland have installed the
Loop system, induding
Hope College. Organizations
like the Michigan Self-Help
for Hard of Hearing People
support this new and excit-
ing technology. They take
the position that all public
places should be cqulrped
with the Loop technology to
help keep the hard of hear-
ing public informed.

GREAT POTENTTAL

1 am very im; with
this new technology because
1 sce the potential it has to

PLELSE SEE TYRAN, C8

urges anyone who plans to buy
a pet rabhit for Easter to first
find out how to care for their
new pets.

“Many pet stores and breed-
crs promote bunnies as pets,
however fail to inform owners
of the facts of rabbit care,” said
Michigan Rabbit Rescue
Executive Director Renee
Miller,

*When you bring home »
bunny, you are taking on
responsibility for medical care,

roper diet, exercise and in-
Ecme habitat for a pet that will
live eight to ten years. Thisisa
serious commitment just like
any house pet”

Miller said {n the past five

rears aince the org;

. d
a3 been working te inform Michigan Rabbit Rescue's Mindy Naumann read during storytime at Borders

Boaks and Music In Farmington Hilis on March B and 9. Abott 10 chitdren

N

cabbit Sadie.

The orqanization bmu;ﬂ aleng 3
few furry triends, including Mindy's

Breeder or pet stone”

Bunnics can make great pets
for the right family if they tol-
Tow some simple guidelines

" attachments to their awners
and mates

" your home

+ ties and are very special
. envature
ot the fan

the public about rabbit care,
there has been a decrease in
rabbit surrenders in July and
August, when people generally
start to give away or abanden
their *Easter bunnies®,

This is the time when baby
bunnies reach sexual matunty
and start to act hormonal, she
4 hink people are learni

“T thin) ple are learning
to spay mmulcr. which
heads off this type of behavior,
our education programs are

attended both days.

helping people leamn to live
with their habits and prevent-
ing many surrenders, and theee
is a general decline in impulse
adoptions.”

“Surrenders still outnumber
our space and resousces 1o help
them, but they tend to be more
consistent over the year
instead of a huge increase at
the end of summer. 1 have spo-

ken to many people who saw
our television spots or newspa-
per articles and decided that
their children were not old
cnough for any pet. not just a
rabhit. Most of them have
thanked mc for the informa-
tion. Some have returned later
when their children were older
and adopted a rescuc rahbit
instead of buying from a

Instead of buying a hunoy,
consider adopting a homeléss
one from an organization ke
Michigan Rahbit Rescue,

These bunnics have bevn
socialized in a foster home and
the caregiver can fill vou in on
the pet’s perconality and tem-
perament.

For mare information, cone
tact Michigan Rabbit Resene
at (386) AT8-1152 or visit their
web site A wwaemichiganeab-
bitresce.org.

* for cight to ten yeats

; made up of lote of dark

- hay

Bunny facts

Michigan Rabbit Rescue
provides a wealth of infors
matinn abont the care and
feeding of rabbits, which:

« Can be vasy tolitter train

« Live twice as long if kept
inside instead of outdoors

« Like tochew, so it is
impuartant 1o “bunny-proof™

< Are complen, imelligent
animals that can leamn their
nanwes and form deep

» Have unique persaaali-

hat Tove to be part

+ Should be spayed or
neutered just ke dogs and
vats

* With proper care ¢an hve

* Nead vetennary care jinst
Tike any other pet
+ Regnire a healthy diet

green Ieafy vegetables and

« Typically do nat like to
be held or carmied




