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Metro area Chaldeans seek to avoid backlash

BY DAN WEST
LOE RANER

With heavy hearts, meteo
Deteoit's Chald=an enmmunity
teadders unified to voice their
wuppart the American gnvern-
ment and treops involved in the
war to pust Saddam Hussein's
sovernment from Trag.

‘I hey fear for the safety of
1heir siblings, causins and other
relatives living in their war-torn
Lomicland, but they want to
Iy display their American

P
pride,
“We want to fight for democ-
1aey too, but eur burden to show

onr commitment to democracy
and pateiotism scems 1o be high-
er than others in the United
States,” said Mike Sarafa of Novi.
‘The Southficld-based
Chaldean Federation of America
arganized a press conference
Monday lo prove their patriot-

MCMR offers assistance with war

Knren Bolsen and Jim Hall,
co-chairs of the Multicultural
Multiracial Community
Couneil of
Emmmrlnn/l armington Hills,
ed the following statement
this week: The MCMR
Community Council is hopeful
this international conflict
regarding the Middle Enst will
sesult in peace a8 soon as possi-

ism in an effort to avoid a war-
driven backlash against
Chaldeans — many of whom are
Iraqi natives — in their ncigh-
borhexals, schools and businzss-
es. Monday's event attracted
more than 200 Chaldean com-
munity leaders, clergy, business
people, law enforcement, politi-
cal leaders and media gathered
at the Mather of God Chaldean
Catholic Church Hall in
Southficld. The event also
attracted members of the
national media.

Chaldean Federation
Chairman $aad Marouf
announced plans to send
President George W. Bush a let-
ter on behalf of the natian’s
160,000 Chaldean-Americans
who “proudly stand behind our
U.S. government in support of
our suns and daughters in the
U.S. Armed Forces serving in the
war on Iraq”

ble. Qur thaughts and prayers
are with all involved; especially
in mind are the United States
service men and women over-
seas and their families at home
in America.

We are proud of the respect-
ful behaviors the people of our
community have exhibited in
the past during times of inter-

national conflict, These days,

The demonstration nf support
for U.S. efforts in fraq was not
hailed by all local Chaldeans.
They are some members of

. Josepti’s Chaldvan
Catholic Church, who detest the
Hussein regime, but they also
protest th ]

~Ton many civilians and sal-
diers are dying, but what for?”
asked Sam Mansou
family living in Ba,
one of the presidenti.
that was bombed by U8
last week. “Let time run its
course, don't foree it with war”

Monday's press event wasa
proactive step to protect metro
Detroit Chaldeans from harass-
ment. With a campaign of "edu-
cation and familiarity,” local
Chaldean leaders hope their
community can avoid retribu-
tion if a prolonged war and cco-
nomic troubles motivates others

natives. When Iranians took
dasens of American hostages
from the American Embassy and
1ield them captive for more than
ayear in the late-1970s,
Chaldean-owned stores were the
targets of vandalism, geaffiti and
Lyeotts. Chaldean-Americans
were targeta of harassment and
intimidation, Local Chaldeans
«aid things have improved dra-
matically over the past 25 years.
ARer the Sept. 31, 2001 terrorist
attacks, Chaldeans feared anoth-
er backlash from their neigh-
bors, but Sarafa said there were
minimal problems,

“More people know about s
and our history of making con-
tributions here in southeastern
Michigan,” Sarafa said. “We hope
collectively this continues to be
the case and we don't suffer any
domestic reactions to the war”

to take out fr on Tragi

many communities in the
United States, like Farmington
and Farmington Hills, reflect
populations originating from
every part of the world.

We feel many different emo-
tions, with thoughts of Joved
oncs around the globe. An(l)cl

we are living in America, trying

to realize the dreams of our
founding fathers, And where

mecomm el | (228) 9012575

concerns

else is there a better opportuni-
ty to demonstrate this shared
democratic spirit than in
Farmington and Farmington
Hills? The Multicultural
Muitiracial Community
Council respectfully requests
any information where we may
be of assistance with these con-
cerns, The MCMR Council's
help line is {248) 426-+457.

TEACHER

contest judges were:
& Excites students to appre-

FROM PAGE A1 ciate and seek learning and to
attain their maximusn poten-
tial

and marke "‘L <tnm~r for W Understands the individ-

nd Schoc

arlier this mumh Rohn
bonored as the

ngton Public Schools
tiovl Teacher of the
At that time, she also
ol n year's frec uscof @
red Chirysler convertible,
inchadiag mai and

ual needs of students and
reaches them in ways which
cantribute to their increased
knowledge, talents and scif-
esteem

B Demonstrates n thorough
knowledge of the subject
la\nghk and llu. nhlllty to share
that knowl ly with

insuranee, provided by the
Collection of car

students
uD ol

carcer experiences, Rose said.
The difficult task of evaluat-
ing 53 nomins nd picking
just three recipients felltoa
selection committee made up
of last y ward recipients
and representatives from
Oakland Schools, the Oakland
County Schoal Bourds
Associntion, Michigan
Education Association, Baker
College, Oaklnnd County

Circuit Court Youth Assistance

and community leadess.
‘The Farmington Public

Schoo! District has had a num-
ber of Oakland County win-
ners, Farmington School
Superintendent Bob Maxfield
said. He catled Rohn “the
whote package”

*She's a great teacher and
wonderful role model”
Maxfield said. “She heads up
all those projects at the school
and she's a great coach for
young teachers, She has so
many wonderful strengths”

sbuck? oe homecomm net | (248) 417-5450

Roh picke
menlels, including Mazdas,
Hissiws, VWS, an Acura,
Cliryslers, chp! and Hondas,
Rohn said she felt honored
all over again,
“I'm not sure that I'm doing
anything different than what
auy other teachers doy” she
suitd, *You don't go into teach-
iny; for awards, You go into
teaching beeause you Jove it
and you love kids."
‘Phe six criterin reviewed by

punc-
tuality, preparation and control

£ Hns sound refationships
with fellow professionals and
with parents

® Demonstrates, through
example, those qualities which
make him or her nn outstand-
ing leadcr and good citizen

1n addition to these criteria,
nominators were asked to pro-
vide a supporting statement, a
brief summary of the nomi-
nee's tenching career and high-
lights of other employment or
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CHALDEAM CULTURE

B Chaldeans are a non-Arab community of Christian Cat hu‘it
rots throughout the Middle East. In the Middle East. Cha'd
also known as Assyrians, Most Chaldeans speak Aramair. 8 ﬁa!ﬂ(l
of which was spoken by Jesus and his disciples. Araraait i5 é's0
base for the Hebsew and Arabic lanquages

B More than 600,000 Chatdeans tive in iraq. making up
approximately 5 pescent of that country's populaticn. The largest
concentration of Chaldeans live in the Kiddle Easl. Austratia 2t
United States

| Since they are a minority community In {rag, (haldeanis ae
frequently persecuted in their homeland To ttee this persecu
some Chaldean famifies started moving to the US. in Lrz early
1500s.

| 0f this country’s 160,000 Chatdeans, some 120,000 live in
Michigan, The majority live in Detroit and many communities in
southern Oakland and Macomb counties.

M There are five Chaldean Catholic churches in metro Detroit.
They are focated in Oetroil, Southfield, Gak Park, Kest Bt
and Troy. A sisth is under construction in Shelby T Tewnship.
They are not run by the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Detroit,
but by the Chaldean Dioceses of the United States of

America.

I

Sources: Chaldean Federation of America, Associated Food Daalers
of Michigan _I
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