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Don't expect a budget
resolution anytime soon

ais is going lo turn out are in for u lung wa

don't expect Gov, Jennifer Granholm and the
Legislature to finally resolve the $1.8 billion
deficit for the fiscal yrar that begins this October
until the very lust moment.

To understand why, you need only ta identify
the powerful interests whose oxen were gored by
Granholm's initin) budget proposal and to watch
low these interests will be lobbying the
Legislature to stanch the wounds. Consider this
very noninclusive list:

. B Organized labor, which
represents thousands of state
employees whose wage increas-
es are now at risk from
Granholm's hudget cuts.

@ Michigan's 15 public uni-
versities and 29 community col-
leges, whose appropriations
have already been cut by 3
percent and which face anather
6.5-percent cut in the gover-
nor's propused budget.

B The families of thousands
of Michigan high school seniors
who scared well on the MEAP test and who had
expected thereby to earn 1 $2,500 state-funded
scholarship to college. Gov. Granholm's hudget
proposes to cut this to $500.

These are nontrivial constituencies, and there
are many, many more, al) screaming bloody mur-
der. The Jobbying intensity, riot 1o mention the
partisan disagreements between Democrat
Granholm and the GOP-dominated Legisl;
will be intense, time-consuming and very,
political.

Another factor, Jess immediately obvious
peculiar pressure-cooker atmosphere that per-
vades the six square blocks around the
Capitel. Simply put, this atmosphere is at onee
completely consumed with politics and entirely
insular. Legislators typically arvive in Lansing in
time tor session or Tuesday morning. They then
spend literally all their time in the cut and thrust
of legislative politics — hearings, caucuses, phone
calls, mectings, wheels and deals — until they go
home at the end of the day Thursday or Friday
moming. Nothing other than political survival
matters; nothing else intrudes.

In this frenzied atmosphere, certain assump-
tions that have no particular validity in the real
world (i.c., any place ather than the Capitol) are
without question accepted as dogma. One exam-
ple is the assumption that the political conflict
over abortion is at the center of morality for all
people. Another is that taxes can never be
increased, no matter what.

That Iatter article of faith will become a domi-

Those interested in how Michigan's budget eri-
fi

Tuesday,

nant fuctor during the budget negotintions. How
come? Beeause it's pretty clear thut the process of
resolving the budget erisis will involve at least
two distinet steps:

1) Loud and ceaseless waling and gnashing
af teeth by the various constituencies whose
programs/pet projects are being cut, 1o the
point that legislators and the governor throw
up their hands in despnir at ever being able to
craft 1 budget that distributes an acceptable
(mayhe even fair?) level of puin to all con-
cerned,

2) The sudden realization that one simple
step — delaying the scheduled reductions of
the state income tax by 0.1 percent increments
— will produce hundreds of millions in extra
annual revenue. It does not take legislative
3 to realize that the extra money would
go a long way to solving the budget crisis and
even save some important programs that
would otherwise be killed or maimed. But this
realization will incvitably be accompanied by
loud cries that such a step amounts to i tax
increase and that deing so amounts to certain
political suicide.

Here's how the numbers work. The current
state income tax rate is 4.1 percent of adjusted
taxable income. As a result of tax cutting legisla-
tion passed during the Engler years, that rate is
scheduled to go down to 4 percent during fiscal
2003 and to 3.9 percent in fiscal 2004, The moth
gets complicated because of the di e
between calendar year (used for tax purposes)
and the state’s fiscal year (which starts on Oct. 1),
The bottom line is that if the scheduled tax
reductions for 2003 and 200+ are deferred, the,
result is around $400 million in extra revenue for
the state,

So the gut check will be whether the no-tax
article of faith that drives so many decisions in a
hermetically sealed and increasingly fruntic
Legislature makes any difference at all to most
folks who live or work outside the Capito! build-
ing in Lansing. For an individual taxpayer with
$40,000 taxable annual inceme, o tax rate reduc-
tiow of 0.1 percent works out to about $40 a year,
less than a buck a week. Is this somethiny that
will eause ordinary citizens to go to the barri-
cades? Udoubt it

Of course, some Lansing insiders will argue
that deferring a scheduled reduction in the mte
of the income tax is just the same as a tax
increase. Maybe, but | hope such Jesuitical logic
doesn't cut much ice.

Phil Power is the chairman of itie board of the company that
owns this newspaper. He wou'd be pleascd o get your reac-
tions 10 this caluma either at (734) $53-2047 or at
ppowerdhomecemmnet.
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Laughter, reminders of spring
come on the eve of war in Irag

“The opposite of war isn't peace. «t's creation.”
- frem the tock cpera Rent

What do we say?

My daughter was preparing last Wednesday
night ta fly frumm Minneapolis t the 1
Const. At 6:20 pan. our time, | lefla voice mail
message to wish her a wonderfol trip, hoping
she wautda't caneel at the Jast minute out of
fear for what might happen on Thnrsdiy.

hed not to be afraid, w hat with the
wions cunning their countdown
and apnouncers letting us know we
should be prepured to seal
aurselves inside if The
Worst happens

She would be gone four
xy

Maybe by the time she's in
Maryiand, T thought. it wifl
have started. Maybe she'll
have to stay out there i
while, until the world settles
into whatever chythm
remains in the wake of war's
steady drumbeat.

LE

messages. L hope she saves that one,

What can we do?

After work on most Wednesdays, 1 meet
with a young man whe loves hockey and
math. We talk about school and his classes
and spelling tests. He brings homework when
he has some, other times we play Hangman,

He's not crazy about reading, but I'm work-
ing on him.

‘The Farmington Youth Authority's after-
school mentoring program gives kids alittle
extra boost with homework help and study
skills. I was asked to doa g nd
ended up volunteering, be
a meaningful way for me to give a little back to
a community that has done so much for me.

Truthfully, I get a lot more than | give,

Last Wednesday night, the 0 minutes passed
quickly with a math game that scems like
Serabble, exeept it’s even more difficult to come
up with cquations that don't run into each other.
When the game got to be a bit much, he asked
whether we could play eatch, and we did.

Outside, gray storm clouds gathered, and
the evening air took on a chill. Traffic on
Grand River rushed by as 1 headed back
toward my office to catch up on a few Jast-
minute deadline details.

1 have learned it is better to fill my life with
times to be somewhere, doing samething.
Days when one appaintment overlaps the
next feave little time for uscless

UrTying

about war and penple who dont care whet)
they die for the canse they sepresent.
Afriend looked at my ndar last week
and shook hier head.
“You'te overbooked she said.
=and that's the way [ike it 1 replivd.

Where can we go?
Several times during the week, cars L
“Thomas Street behind the Farmingtan United
Methodist Chueh, Along the ek of the
building. througb a tow of lape windaws, you
can swatelowhat’s poimge on in the brightly-lit
hasement. Sonsetimes, there an exervise eliss;
ntetimes peophe are sanag 3 meal or snack.
But people are aliys smiling and Langh-
s standi;

show fricndship and coneern

“This chureh is ke every other house of war-
“hip, places where we 2o to find reassurance
d hupe. Together, we talk 1o God of Many
pes and sk for peace that, even when it’s
granted, never seets e list longg i our w orld.

When one dictator is sitenced., another
emerges. Whe <in o war-torn
country end, another genoeide begins.

There are other gathering places less spiri-
tual - local pubs and restaurants, coffee
shops, the libra wes where eversthing
< normal, where life moses at the same
pace it ahways his
L. lust Wadnesday, only a few cars.
pass the window of vur Grand River oflice.
Time to head home,

What happens next?

“The moment 1 opened the tront door, 1
knew something was ditterent

A bright bouquet of flowers satoi the
graphonala: nest to them, an enselope with my
same on it The card invide reminded me how
much better my hife ix today t it has ever

g the fiture holds.

end has s by lile, but abway

My Bost F v finds
the time to brighten my day. When i busy, he
brings me Tareh, Wien Im sad, he'll stop by with

ahug and sometimes even alittle chocaliate

On i very strange night in our count
history, he gave me alittle glimpse of spring,
in avase he'd seton top of a rolt of duct tape.

So last Wednesday, T wasn't watching when
Sacddium Hussein’s tise ran ont, Inste
catled my mother, And we talked and
for more than an hour.

Joni Hubred 15 oditor of the Farmingten Observer. She
wclcnmc?ycur comments in person of by mail at 334N
Grand Paver, Farminglan, M1 43335, by phone, (248) &77-
5450; by tax. (24B) 4TT-9722; of via e-mall,
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Enjoy contemporary
jtalian appetizers and

‘flf Seafood Celebration
/

Salmone afla Griglia — Tender Grited Salmon
Filtet ligntly accented with our specia) Sage
and Roasted Red Pepper Sauce served on

a generous portion of Lingum Pasta

Capellint and Crabmeat — A bow of Angel

Hair Pasta with delicate Crabmeat, cnsp Pea Pods
and Shiitake Mushrooms all tossed m a Garlic
Lobster Broth.

Shrimp Sizzielini® — A sizzling skillet of Shnmp
served with a zesty Tomato Sauce accented
with Peppets and Onions on top of a generous
portion of Spaghetti.

Pepe Véer oo

o,
Unemistakably ltalian. {, Unbelievably Good.

entrees from our

menu such as:

)

rday - Satarttay 11 A Ay 1t

248-449-4664
248-333-3606



