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Galleries work at attracting
buyers in this slow economy

BY LIXDA AN CHOMIN
STAFF WRITIR

s hard to judge to what
degree the depressed economy is
affecting Jocal gallers i
other businesses, galleries have
been hart by a decline in con-
sumer spending. On any given
day, foot traffic ruay be hrisk or
non-existent. Hut local galleries
are holding on, and fighting back
with avariety of business prac-
tices nimnedd at atteacting buyers,

Ray Fleming createst a
relaxed atmosphere in the
Robert Kidd Gallery he co-
owns in Birminghant. Clients
feel at home the minute they
walk in and see the comfortable
chairs and round coffee table
strewn with magazines. Afer
25 years in the business,
Fleming knows galleries can be
tatimidating. Not everyone can
affordd to walk in and buy an
artwork. Monthly payment
plans and the gallery’s nccept-
ance of ceedit eards makes art
ensier to afford.

Fleming is constantly search-
ing for new talent to keep
prices duwn. A burge-seale
abstract hy Juhn Kennedy of
Torento waa going for $1,900
on o teeent vistt. That's reason-
able for a painting capable of
filling n wall all by itself,

*We're very busy. We have n
wide eange of art and prices,”
Fleming said. *What prople are
buying today is either in aless
expensive eange under $12,000
or over $50,000, People are
nervous. They're buying more
expensive work of younger
artists fur less and take a
chance that they'll mnke a
name for themselves.

*People are buying more
expensive works like Larry
Rivers for §50-60,000 beenuse
they feel their moncy is more
m:clcd‘ They' I huy it

use he's famous, It's confi-
dence. People are spending
more an established artlsts

e

se it's a better investment,
I addvise people do pot buy for
investment. Ifit happens ta go
up in value, then it's  bonus, If
they want to buy for invest-
ment, I point them to a Rivers
or Bertoin”

BUILDING RELATIONSHIPS

Over the past 10 years, Alan
Cary hus built n relatinnship
with clients at his gallery in
Rochester, He knows their tastes
nnl, judging from the inventory
at Cary Gallery, they're eclectic,
Housed in n chiech bullt in
1818, the gallery offers padntings
antt drawings that range from
abstract to realism.

“What's in the Closet?” is the
current onc-man show by Lee
Doezema of Kalamazoo. Large-
seale oils of clothes closet inte-
rinrs and smaller paintings of
shoes make viewers fecl like
re sneaking n peak inside
someonc’s private life,

“We've been selling well —
oils and watercolars from $800
ta $2,500," Cary sald. “They're
buying mostly becanse they like
the art. People come as collec-
tors. They like something they

A show by legendary glass artist Dale Chihuly is drawing crowds Into Habatat
Galleries in Blemingham and Royat Oak.

see and buy it, There's quite n
lot of building geing on. We
have a Jot of artists that buy
other agtists’ work, Tt slowed
down afer Sept. 11 for several
morths then began to pick up
and has beet steady ever since”

{f anything Cindy
Welansehuk's scen an increase
in sajes at Hermitnge Gallery in
Rochester. She nnd her hus-
band Don opened the space
cight years ago and have
expanded twice. A Novemiber
addition brought the total to
12,000 square feet,

“People aren’t traveling, so
they're spending money on
their homes,” Wolnnebik said.
“They're building Yarge homes
with Ints of places to hang art
and lots of nooks and crannices
for smaller pieces, Theyre not
collectors, but homeowners
locking for \hings to decorite
their walls. It seems to be living
artists who are selling, not 191h
century art, not $20,000
pieces, but $3,000 10 $5,000

jeces. Owners of smaller
homes are coming in looking,
for samething for their walls
Weekends are especially busy”
Business hasn't been quite

that good at Habatat Galleries
in Birmingham, which special-
izes in glass. Owaer Ferdinand
Hampson knew he was taking a
chance when he opened his
newest location last August.
Contemparary glasa is still a
relatively new medium. Forty
years ago, glass was considered
a cralt, not a fine art form.

SLOWER PACE

“We're moving at a much
slawer pace,” said Hlzmpson,
president of Habatat Galleries,
“The cash {low sometimes
makes me feel poor, but then
projects carmne along. We've had
42 years of finding ways to make
things work, We'vz beenona
growth stowdown only a couple
of times during that time. Last
year we didn't do as well as the
year befare, yet we had the
strongest January in our history,

'“'in! we're doing Is getting
involved in large-scale commis-
sions — nn office building in
Chicago, & large commission
gning on aship In London, an
outdoor comemission in Atlanta.
Exhibitions have been o bit spot-
ty. We are affected by things”

Hampson isn't standing still,
though. He's busy preparing for
he annun! International Glass
Tnvitatlonal that drmws artists
and collectors for Mlchigan
Glnss Month in April. In the
meantime, the West Bloomfield
resident hins booked legendary
glazs artist Dale Chibuly fora
one-nian show. Habatat
Galleries began showing his
work 28 yenrs ago. The Royal
Onk locntion fenturcs a blue
room simulating a walk under
the sen with glittering shel)-like
shapes. Birmingham spotlights
Chihuly's Dragonfly Blue
Persinn Wall, definitely a high-
end piece, as are the Chibuly
chandelicrs, which can go for
$165,000 cach.
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Take a few pointers from experts when purchasing art

BY LIXDA ANN CHOKIN
STAFF wRITR

Buying your first artwork can
be daunting. Many people don't
feel confident cnough o make
a declsion. That's why it's
fmportant to heed a fow tips
from experts,

Declde how much to spend
before leaving home but don't
be afraid to change your mind
{fyou find something you can't
five without.

*“§ tell people to buy what
they like,” said Cindy
Wolnnchuk, co-owner of
Hennitage Gallery in
Rochester. "Do not match n
room 1o the painting. Look for
a work that creates a sense off
passion mther than something

to po with a sofn
Ray Fleming suj buying
from & reputable gallery in cnse

you dochange your mind down
the road. At Robert Kidd Gallery
in Blrmingham they allow clients
to trade up even years later,
Thath a good wny'to become a
collector. Maybe you ean't afford
that $32,000 Harry Bertoia
sculpture right nos, Start small

and work your way up.

Still not sure about what
you're buying? Let the experts
help. After 25 years in the busl-
ness, Fleming knows hisart.
Before investing in the gallery,
he earned a master's degree in
palnting from Cranbrock
Academy of Art in Blovwnfield
Hills, and tanght nt Wavne

the computer with helping
build relationships with clients.

“The computer makes visunl
communication with clients
and artists lmmediate.”
Fleming sald. “Artists can e-
mail e and enclose several of
their paintings, T know what
they're working on. 1t's so fast.
1t's 5o different from how we
worked in the past”

Artendi

State University and
Cranbrook's King 4 Schiool
for 15-years.

Maybe you're already work-
ing with an interior designer.
Fleming ean give you an idea of
what's avaitable to them.

“Designers minke I easy for
the client,” Fleming saldl. “One
of the backbones of our busi-
ness is working with nrchitects
and designers. Whan people
bulld a ane-half ta $1 million
house they're nervous about the
art”

1Fyou do want to buy the art
without any help frum an
catablishedd gallery or designer,
tnke time to leam about medin,
styles and values. Many gal-
leries have Web sites, Take o
virtual tour of what they offer.
Fleming credits the ndvent of

“3 % % ¥ oirt o A stars. You leave 8

thorsophly invlge

1t almost mi

Tectures is another
good way to inform yourself
especially In relatively new
arens such as contemporary
glass. Habatat Gallerics” annual
International exhibit docu-
ments the variety of wnys
artists arc creating works with
this molten material,

Childres Under 12 FREE

Gallery owner Ferdinand
Hampson has scheduled n vari-
cty of infurmative sessions at
the Birmingham Bloomfield
Art Center (o coincide with this
year's show in April. A 7 p.m.
nuction of early worka follows 2
4 p.m. lecture by Rabbi Wine
on the impact of Jewish collec-
tors on contemporary art, and n
5 p.m. talk by artist Therman
Statom on Thursday, April 10,

*People don't cansider glass
for nn investment,” Hampson
said. *They buy it because they
really enjuy it, Collectors of
contemporary glass like to say
they think of it ns a disease.”
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catehy seund to it And it
speaks of all the things T have
to say becanse Teover a wide
range of poetry. T've gt a big
imagination.” he said w
laugh, adding bis favort
range from “poctey in
ti space, natre,
beyond.

Hip-hop mucic is o major
theme, as Desir, a senior at
Fastern Michigan University, is
amusician with his own hand
as well. *1 guess you conld say
£'m a hip-hop poet.” he <aid.

Writing helped the psycholo-
gy major battle a bout with
depression two-and-a-hall
years ago - and stuck. “[t gota
lot of the emotions out 1t wasa
way to vent.”

Keid, a singer, counts his
idols as Michae! Jackson and
Stevie Wonder. His presenta-
tiun for Apallo was Wonder's
For Once to My Life. “Huove
Motown. Fis frum Motewn, of
course,” be said with a Taugh,

*(Motown mu szo0d and

mp?}-x
)

d

Christian Williams, aka Chris-Style. 10,
3 gospel rapper from Southfietd will
be perforrming at ‘Evening at the
Apotia on Tour

oldies stuff, My dad, of course,
he's the hig doo-wop guy. But |
do my oceasional R&$ and hip-
hop stufl too.
Reiel alred
ins the pop music biz. For
instance, last summee be opened
ron Carter - Backstreet
Carter's little brether -
at Fre alrobeen
10t e has the oy band Iook.”
Does he alvo get the fearade
servams? "Of course.” said the
an High Schoal supho-
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