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Dead Sea Scrolls offer glimpse of ancient world

Y MARY QUINLEY
CORRESPOMDINT

If you're u bistory bufTor o
curious soul, cousider a jaunt 1o
Grand Raepids to check out the
Dend Sea Serolls exhibition.

Through Junel, this rare col-
tection of the earliest surviving
text af the Hebrew Bible,
known 1o Christinns as the Old
“Testament, will be on display nt
the Van Andel Muscum Center.

“Fhe most important (rea-
son) to see this exhil educa-
tion,” suid Emanuel fov, editor
in chief, Dead Sea Scrofts
Publication Project. Children
and adults of all ages come to
see it, Just to learn, he said.

DISCOVERY

i 1947, while searching for n
lost goat in a cave near
Qumran, an ancient Judsean
settlement on the nurthwest
shore of the Dead Sea. a
Budouin shepherd discovered a
ctny jar containing seven parch-
ment serolls.

During the two deeades alter
the initial discovery, 28 nearly
complete serolls nnd feagmenis
of another Y00 scralls were
found in the are

Most scholars believe that
the serolls were written more
than 2000 years ago by the

issenu se monastic broth-
erhood of Jew:

broke nway (rony mains
Judaism and lived o communal
Tife in the dessert.

“People still are hoping ta
Tearn more about Jesus,” Tov
sofdh. I this (exbibit) they will
ant Jearn about Jesus, (howevs
er) they will learn the baek-
;;m\mr‘ about a Christian co
munity.”

IF you go, slip on the head-
phones to fisten 1o the audio
tour while strolling through the
exhibit. One audio version is
tailored for adults and the
other is geared for kids,

Regin the tour by eppmg
into a simulated cave. You'll
cateh a glimpse of the Dead Sea
through a “window™ in its wall.
As you exit the cave, hiead to the
small room just ahead to watch
Serolls of the Dead Sea. This
brief yet informative video
highlights the history of the
serolls and bielps visitors 1o bet-
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1§ you visit the Dead Sea Scrofls exhibition at the Yan Andel Museum [n Grand
Raplds, you can caich a glimpse of the Dead Sea through a “window' in the

wall of a simylated cave.

ter understand the exhibition,

As you meander through the
galteries you'll see fragments of
12 different scrolls, including
writings from the hooks of
Exodus and Psalms.

“My favorite (part) is the bib-
lical sesolls, The beautiful
Psals are well swritten, clear
and lnrge v said,

Also on display are numerous
artifnets from Quanran -
ancient coing, feather sadals
and a pottery inkwell believed
tu be conneeted with the writ-
ing of the serolls.

BOOK OF RULES

Tiave a seat near n copy of the
Book of Rutes and flip through
e pages.

This book of community laws
reflects the lives nud beliefs of
the people of Qumran.
Members who broke a rule
were barred from the commu-
nal meal,

The serolls were written an
parchment and papyrus in
1ebrew, Aramaic and Greek.
Every book of the Hebrew
Bible, exeept the book of
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Esther, is rcprucntcd. Be sure
to pause at the viewer in one
corner of the exhibit to watch
the Parchment Making video.
The video features an intrigu-
ing e o-understand explne
nation of the process of writing
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tihat: The Dead Sea Scrolls

hen: Through Sunday, June |

Cost: Advance ticket purchase recommended, however, tickets are
avaitable at the door, $14 aduits, $10.50 for children 17 and younger
Where: Van Andel Huseum Center, 272 Pear) S1. W, Grand Rapids
Information: (616) 456-3977 or wivi#.grmuseum.org

WHILE YOU'RE IN GRAND RAPIDS

What: Foremost's Bultertiies are Blooming, the nation's largest
temporary bultertly exhibit

When: 9 a.n, to 5 p.m,, seven days a week, through Vednesday, April
30

Where: Frederik Meijer Gardens, -9 and E. Belttine, Grand Rapids
Cost: $8 adults, $7 anyone 65 and older, 56 students with ID, $4
¢hildren 5-13, free children 4 and younger

Informatlon: (B88) 9571580, (616) 957-1580, www.meijergardens.org
or ww.butter!lies.foremost.com

child thut comes from a
Christian family might wonder
about the hible”

Anuther reason for visitors of
all ages to see the shuw, Daly
suidd, iy that the exhibit presents
« Lot about life 2000 years ago
that the average person is not

h.

and copying text.

1s the exhibit appropriate for
kids?

“1 think some kids are
attracted,” said Pete Daly, ussis-
tant public relations officer,
Van Andel Museam Center.

“The Dead Sea Serolls are a
very impurtant part of religious
history in the Western world -
and, because the scrolls are the
oldest version of the bible, any

read the faded tests, Another

hands-on option is to attenipt

the tricky task of piccing the

serolls together,

Onweckends, a DS
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tirket to lhu vxhibil.
The room is e<pe

appealing to the younge

erowdl. Here, kids ure invited to

e costumes, puppets and

props 1o act out stories from

istiugy, Jewish and Mustim
, Or, tet them muke o

table for o Passover fi

In the DSS Reso
also availahie an
ticket holders, vi:

maps, coples of the scrolls,
ning games atl videos.
These tools provide a plethora
of info for patrons who are
cager to delve deeper into the
history of the scrolls, the Dead
Sea and nrcheology.

Hungry? Wander into the
Museun Qasis Cafe todine on
Mediterranean-style enisine.
Seven days a week, choose from
a boffet meny that features
Chicken Jerusalem, hummus,

tabboutch, baklava and tuts
more cstlinary treats,

Reservations nre encouraged.

Mary Oulnley is a Livonia sasicent ang
wriles about food and travel for the
Observer & Lccontnic Newspapers.

ROSEVILLE = 20891:13:MI EROAD
BBOO ELEGRAPH RD:.

°".’ f PLUS,

entzre ﬁ‘u ly .

T’OYS GAMES, LAMPS
FRAMES BED IN A BAG,:

' ATHLETIC SPORTING GOODS & MORE!

ALL FALL & WINTER CLEARANCE CLOTHING

@ OFF

| ORRNAL
IKKETD PRICE

ST BARY RO ML NOUR | W ACTIPY THA MATRECAND
‘DACOUNTI DO NCY APAY 10 IAAMLCY RESBURLIT

e o Ao Pt 0 A

The Savirgs are here to stay at oite of the many Kmait locations thar‘remam'ope yneor you!

‘ldngthqnges enstire that’ Kinait ¢ foes nmompmmmngqualﬂy selection
ol heb(nllonn Nst

ALL SALKS FINAI. NO REFUNDS OR IXCHANG'S_J

OUR ALREADY LOW
MARKED DOWN PRICES!

VISIF STORE"

FOR DETAILS '

), ca“ u toll fme A 1~mm£ee

e-v:ll al(d eve

W Bk ot

Illne o4 H"op E




