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Elected officials
have rights, too

State Rep, Aldo Vagnozzi (D-Farmington Hills) makes
no bones about his anti-war feelings.

But should those scntiments be displayed on the door
of his office at the State Capitol building?

Constituents who support military action in Iraq say
no, and Vagnozzi, while under no legal obligation to do
s0, says he'll probably take it down now that the war has
started,

Gilda Jacobs {D-Huntington Woods) was among 11
state who opposed Senate Resolution 37, which
backed troops but started out proclaiming support for
President Bush's war strategy in Iraq. She supported
Senate Resolution 38, which passed unanimously on the
same day and only expressed support for our troops.

On Saturday, a number of clected officials arc expected
to participate in a "Support the Troops™ rally held in
Pontinc, Featured spenkers like U.S. Rep. Joe Knollenberg
have publicly supported the White House strategy in Irnq.

These are tough times in which to hold public office.
Officials are elected to represent the interests of all their
constituents; however, the war in Iraq does not have
unanimous public support. .

State Rep. Vagnozzi paints out lawmakers on both sides

The Servant Church of St. Alexander has a sign and & banner In front of the rectory made by the young people of the parish expressing thelr views on the

of the aisle, in the Senate and House, were able to come war In Iraq.
together in support of U.S, servicemen and service- — .
women, pasticularly those fram Michigan,

’l'nl;ls, that's }l:ll that counts, There’s a dcl‘;nilc distine- lmERs
tion between the person nnd the office, and we support A judge cannot initiate a consent " fucilities nnd union members to teach the
the right of all elected officials to respectfully express mvesﬂqa"ﬂﬂ needed ordcjr...gzcnsem order isan agreed upon  same number of students.
their own personal beliefs - on their person or personal For those Farmii / Farming! i} between two parties. The city, Police departments don't have enough
property. R e Hills taxpayers that could not atterd or and not Judge (Aliee) Gilbert, initiated officers on the strect to prevent crime,

Aﬁ'{’ all, elected representatives are still citizens and watch the March 18 meeting of the the terms of this settlement. Many patrolmen are assigned dutica bet-
haven't given up their First Amendment right to protest a Farmington Bonrd of Education, allow Had the city come to me with any offer  ter performed by civilians, like taxi serv-
war they fecl is wrong. tie to recap the only substantive activity  to purchase the property, the costs of liti-  ice and deskwork.

However, when speaking as part of a legistative body, of the evening. gation would have been avoided, 1t is time to stop saying, “There is no
they must find a way to present a united front. When our "The board members authorized the Furthermore, the city violated its awn place to cut.” Maxed out citizens need tax
nation’s best and brightest put their lives on the line, redistribution of your income to families  ordinance and allowed neighboring relief,
when their families wait and pray, setting aside partisan- they select outside this district by decid-  developmentato be built without extend- Hank Borgman
ship is the least clected officials can do. ing to participate in the Schools of Choice  {ng the utilities to the adjacent property Farmington

We hope Vagnozzi takes his “No War” sign down at the program. o, line, my property. The city spent $55,000
Capitol, because his office represents all constituents, Through their actions, the board senta o extend the utilities properly. _ Peace starts at home
Better he displays a “Support Our Troops™ banner, under clear message to the taxpayers of this dis- 1 wonder what the total cost to the city ) ) S .
which everyone can rally. trict; your feedback is irrelevant and has been, from appraisers, lawycrs, engi- 1 disagree with your editorial saying

‘And we thank all our clected representatives for step- unwanted. This chsesvation isbasedon  neers, consultants, planners, city stafl that peace resolutions do not belong in

i ‘ i itics mis the fact that other than non-taxpayers time, sewer extension charges and other  the local community. What could be more
ping forward to show, no matter what their politics might " e . Y. 1y AN SOy
be, their hearts are in the right pluce. and members of the committee recom- costs of litigating this matter. Compare local than a war which will ultimntely

* mending the participation, there is no that to the cost of purchasing the proper-  have to be paid for in blood and treasure,

suppeort for this proposal. ty in the first place. by citizens in every fown In the United

H D f h d . States?
Preserve Merit awards e LB e e S Rebartangan ST ounched by the U, and

explained their concerns with regard to the U.K. will kill hundreds of thousands

for need students onl this issue. In the face of this universal Less Is more of Iraqis. Americans will also die, Will
y y opposition, they wouldn't even consider this bring democracy to Iraq? How could
delaying the vote, an accommodation Recently there has been much discus-  it? We are losing our own civil rights
Families with students headed for college will get n they did make recently for Qur Ladyof  sion about the continuation and changes under the first Patriot Act rushed
double wh if Gov. Jennifer Granholm's ) Surrows parents to whom they owe noth-  of the Farmington school district. No one through Congress.
budget cuts for fiscal year 2004 are approved by.thcl state ing. wants to admit to the possible decline in When [ called Rep, Knollenberg's office
N ‘What has become abundantly clear Is il to register my grave concern over a pre-

Legislnture.

" . PRI . . that this board is unwilling to make the On the other hand, some want to wel-  meditated invasion of Iraq, [ was told
Not only will ll:w) pay higher tuition, many could lose difficult long-term decisiuﬁs necessaryto come students from other districts while  was “misguided” and 'm[;llnformcd.' How
$2,000 per child in Merit scholarships. ddress the issuc of shrinking enroll- thers want to share our teachezs with 15 that for representative d ?

Granholm hes proposed cutting funding to the statcs address e s o el o e erpows. Allhistoaise | The treasure of this country urned
15 public universities and 29 ities colleges by 6.7 CI(;Alng facilitics and reducing staffis  more money for the district, aver to the military is obscene. We are
percent. That's on top of nearly 12 percent in cuts over the not something that should be considered ‘There are some on the school board treated daily to young soldiers engerly

ast two ycars. Those institutions almost certainly will " alast resort. By electing to take thesc wito by thelr speech, actlons and com- anticipating “nction.” What a sad com-

ave to hike tuition once ngain to make up for that sub- baby steps toward this eventuality, the ments have given an attitude that ourdis-  mentary it is when :;yaung soldler saya
stantial loss of revenue. board is risking its most preclous trict s 5o much more graced with wealth  she can hardly wait to “rock and roll*

Granholm has also proposed slashing Merit scholar- resouree, involved porents, and op ity that we must we! No one probably told her that that
ships from $2,500 to 8500 beginning with 2004 high T would strongly suggest that an inves-  people from other districts and minori- Kuwait and fraq are taced with deadly
school grad Merit scholarships are fed to cal- tigation take place to determine why par-  ties into our district to place them in depleted aranium (DU), This fact alone
lege-bound students who score well in all four subject ents are pulling their kids out of this positions on the school board in an effort  will impact her health and that of her fel-
arcas of the high school MEAP (Michigan Educational school district. Could it be because the to extend our generosity and our bless- Jow soldiers. When the combatants
Assessment Program) test. values of the residents are not represent-  ings which is truly disguised as our supe-  return with mysterious ailments, the

State Republican leaders have said they will chaltenge cd on this board? dorls: government will Inbel it "stress™ and fall
the governor's proposed ent in Merit scholneships, a three- Robert Blalr _ If the school district became a smaller  to do anything, as happened during the
year-old program funded with the state’s share from the Farmington Hills  buslness, would our youth really suffer?  first Gulf War. .

tonal tobacco settl Voters Inst ber reject- Many of us who grew upin lessendowed  The world has finally awakened ta the

ed n proposnl to amend the state constitution to divert the Langan responds cir have become pocalypse we face when war {s used to
money from Merit scholarships to health care. Becoming educated does not have to settle politieal d&frcm:mu. Amerlcans

For many students, $2,000 can make the difference 1 would like to set the record straight  become an extravagance, also oppose this “war” in huge numbers,
between goftig on to college or not. That amount woull l'l'gnr}llng‘lllt' twu stories that you ran in Perhaps it 1a the greed and personal Despite n media campaign agnlist us, we
cover the cost of tuition for onie year at a community vol- Il?"' J-:irl-m'mgtlan Db.sclnvr:t:llfc})r:mry gnltnrtnnc.: of ll')lu fcw‘ \'vhod\\-nn;( m' l»\hnru nﬁ mﬂng‘ l}'ml. Jmlcns we nurture o sense
e i th Eh S o i s | Al s e e el ety bl e s S b o
an chacclcd $2,000 in Merit scholarships, some students have hw“Lu“: tax in“ roporty salarien who porian lu, ) ’:x\c;d- 3, OUF own survival w an open
may declde college is simply too expensive for them. owner of that land nll\l;c)llﬁglll:lctisﬁzs. 1 ing the horizons of the school board. ’ Mary Johaston

We propose that the Merit scholarship progeam he applied to the city for approval of a devel-  Our school district can demonstrte o Farmington Hill
retained at the $2,500 level, but that the qualifications t aptent for my property and was denfed  more sclf efficient, more effective armington Kills

modified. Students would have to meet the current

ANY use of my property, The city then appronch to its dalily operations with a
demic criterin but also show financinl need for the mone R AN ?0 o e

refused to negotinte ANY price for my staller budget and become a role mode!

Such a compromise wonld reduce the amount of money property. 1 even went do far as to attempt  for the less endowed. T
;:\e smlldc s_pcnds nln lllw Itwlclriluprr}_;:r:ml.‘ ;}ll the :::;m- limv‘. =;y Jmln'linnlc asale of the pmpcxz‘ty.h\vi\:l: Sam Clark SHARE YOUR 0?““0"5 '
would give needy students the financial boost they need the adjueent praperly owners and the city I .
to continue their education. working together to purchase it, and that Farmington Hils mm:lemmﬁ !\Da‘:r:;e:t:d':e‘sos ';‘::dr"m‘ PI“‘;

didn't work either. Maxgd ou‘ v . phone numbet

/ ‘M last recowrse was to file a lawsuit. for verification. We ask that your lelters be 400

g Without filing a lawsuit 1 would possess Maxed out charge users don't want te words or fess. We may edit for clarity. space and

FARMINGIOR only the privilege of paging property taxes  change lifestyles they can't nfford. content.
: r forever, nothing more, College students ask parents, clties ask - .
Although the puhli'c is nllowed into the state, xuull_ the s\nlu:ct:lsl; lh'; federal Lu:illl.ers 1o the editor
™ courtrooms, 1 don't think they nre vernment for increased funding, I
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supports my right 1o use my property asa  pay high wages for unskilled workers.

Susan Rosiek | Dick Aginian land owner, and n judge's mission isto Smaller c!n.'ss size docs not guarantee Emalk

Executive Editor | President uphold and enforce that law. Dbetter education but does require more jhubred®oe homecomm net
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our fundamental purgoses are to enhance the lies of our This is reafly about support for our troops. That's why we are there, so the people here can stifl have the right to

readers, nurture the hometowns we serve and contribute pmtest.”
to the business success of our customers.

- Rev. Brlan Brewer, whose son Chad Is fighting in iraq




