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Uncomfortable parailels

between irag

he longer the war in Irnq goes on, the more
concerned I get. Here's why.
Back in 1966, just as the Vietnam War was
really heating up, I was working in Washi s

and Vietnam

from firing on hospitals, mosques and civilians
being used as shields by lmxgucrrill:u, B}Jt the
Py ep

alarmed at pect o
Ameri d d being featured on

)
the chicf of stall far a Michigan congressman, Paul
H. Todd Jr. I spent a doy in July at the White
House, much of''t talking with President Lyndon
Johnson about the w=z, At the end, I was orally

Arab TV, is boxed in, cmq&lt between an urge for
brutnl effectiveness and inereasingly hostile world
opinion.

‘The third parallel has to do with our failure to

offered a job as a special to the {
with general responsibility of reaching out to
young people about the war.

T wound up not taking the job, But J do remem-
ber vividly my conversation with
President Johnson, and today 1
am increasingly troubled by the
parallels between the wars in
Vietnam and Iraq.

The first has to do with the
economy. During the war in
Vietnam, President Johnson's
cconomle policy was to have
both “guns and butter” He
rejected tax increases to pay for
the rapidly inlcx\:;uilng‘cm! of the

war. The

federal deficit helped drive infla-
tion into the double digits in the
1970s. The response of the Federal Reserve Board
— to push up interest rates to double-digit levels
- trij d the d i lon of the early
1980s.

Today we face much the same situation. The
federnl budget is already billions in the red, in part
because of the recession and in part because of the
big tax cut passed by Congress last year, And now
President George W, Bush wants another big tax
cut, $720 billion this time, *to stimulate the econ-
omy.” The administration has also req) da
supplemental approprintion of 875 billion to pay
for the war in Irnq so far. Most experts figure the
full cost will be nt least $200 billion, not counting
th ing expense of peacckeeping and
reconstructing [raq after the war.

Economists arc alrendy warning of a “fiscal train
wreck,” a compound of current federnl deficits,
additional tax cuts and rapidly rising war costs
that will result in much, much larger deficits.
Deficit spending usually results in inflation, and
big deficits usunlly result in big inflation. And the
standard way to contral inflation — by increasing
interest rates — usualty results in a full-blown
recession.

The sccond panllel coneeens persistent disputes
within the government about strategy.

{n the ease of Victnam, military leaders con-
stantly chided civilian politicians, faced with an
increasingly unpopular war, with trying to scrimp
on ing ad men and weap to win
the war. In Iraq, Defense Secretary Donald
Rumsfeld has come under growing criticism from
military officers that the initial allied corabat force
of 180,000 troops is too small and too light on
armor to protect a 300-mile supply line and win
the battle for Baghdad.

In the casc of Vietnam, political leaders worried
about rising world opinion against the war resis-
ted milltary requests to escalate by mining Hanoi
harbor or using nuclear weapons. In Iraq, military

ders are already d that restric-
tive rules of engagement are inhibiting our forces

d the enemy.

After Vietnam, then-Secretary of Defense
Rabert MecNamara admitied he and other war
pl didn't und d Vi history
and culture, let alone the political dynamies of
colonial French Indochina. The Vietnamese
regarded American troaps as nothing more than
the Iatest bunch of invaders and were prepared to
fight us to the death.

The Iraq war began with an attempt to *decapi-
tate” the regime by killing Saddam Hussein and
his entire team in their bunker that, unfortunately,
failed. American officers are now saying how sur-
priscd they are by the Iraqh will to fight, "We pred-
icated this entire campaign on mass defections
and surrender, and that hasn't happened;” a senlor
Pentagon officer told the Associated Press last
week. Worse, it's beginning to look as though
many Iraqis regard us os infide! invaders rather
than democratic liberators.

Other parallels come quickly to mind.

In Vietnnm, the chain db

d the

Honor troops by supporting
free, open debate about war

¢ don't have correspondents embedided

with troops on the dusty and danger-

ous road to Baghdad. We don't have
retired generals handy to offer minute-by-
minute commentary on what alf the mancu-
vering means. We don’t have n White House
correspondent walting for President Bush's
return from Camp David.

We're community newspapers. We cover

local news, but we cannot escape the war, It
is the primary focus of everyone we meet. It’s

what he his an “inalienable” right 1 do,
protest against government policy. The ex-
Muarine el an equal right to argue with the
prutester’s point of view. In the end the ex-
Murine walked away, agreeing to dixagree,
What is un-American is to assume that the
palicies of the current government or any sit-
ting government cannot he challenged. Ttis
in the debate over issuey, cven issues of war,
that we came to a clearer understanding of
what's happening and we keep the govern-

the all topic of conve ment honest in its prosecution of its policies,
even in the midst of the Oscars and the Many of those who oppose this war, and
NCAA basketball tourna-  many pacifists who oppose any war, defend

ment, which would usually
dominate early spring can-
versations.

And sometimes world
news becomes local news.
‘When local young men and
women are sent off to war,
we want to tel) everybody
who they are, why they

their position as supportive of the troops
now engaged in batde, They don't want
those troops or the people of Iraq in harm’s
way, They want to save lives,

Others believe that the onty way to support
the troops is to drop all opposition to the govern-
mient policy that has placed them in hattle They
helieve any opposition undermines morale.

Those are two points af vicw, among

Hugh decided to join the military  many. As a newspaper, we have an obligation
Gallagher and what their famifics are  to report on those different points of view.,
L S2lagher thinking. And should some “To this editor, the war in Iraq is troubling

of those young people
make the ultimate sacri-
fice, we will tell thosc stories as well.
This conflict, like most in recent years, is

and complicated. Saddam Hussein is a dan-
gerous dictator who hias tervorized his own
countrymen. He has used chemical weapons
against neighboring Imn and against minority

military chiefs and ran right up to President
Johnson, who personally made targeting deci-
sions. In Irag, the chain of command evidently
runs straight to Secretary Rumsfeld, who has
imposed his ideas about proper strategy and mix
of forces on reluctant military chiefs.

In Vietnam, the justifying idcology was the
“domino theory,” which held that if Vietnam went
communtist, so too would the rest of southeast
Asia. In Irag, the neoconservative ideology held
that “shack and awe” would lead to the quick col-
Ingsc of Saddam’s regime and pave the way fora
wholesale realignment of the Middle Enst -~ the
same domino theory, but in reverse!

Both wars suffered froin a confused exit strategy.
1n Victnam, the options werc either to win the war
by going nuclear or suffer the indignity of a forced
withdrawal. In Iraq, the options are becoming

Iy dictory: D ing Saddam'’s
regime requires destroying Baghdad, but winning
the hearts nnd minds of the Tragis requires not
destroying Baghdad.

I have no idea when or how this war will end; 1
pray we will win it quickly and decisively.

But I nm still haunted by the last glimpse I had
of President Johnson on that day back in 1966, We
were alone. He was sitting at a small desk in a lit-
tle working office, just off the big ceremonial Oval
Office, He looked up at me and asked what I
thought was the fundamental problem with the
war in Victnam. I answered, “[t's because those lit-
tle guys in black pajamas just keep coming and
coming.” He leanced his elbows on the desk, took
off his glnsses, rubbed his eyes hard and looked up
at me. T know, I know;” he sighed.

PhIl Power s he chairman of 1he board of the company that
owns this newspaper, He would be pleased to get your reac-
tions to this column either a1 (7341953:2047 or at
ppower@homecomm.net.

ind. The people who live in our
communities have a wide variety of opinions
on the conduct of the war. A= & local newspa-
per, we have an obligation to report on those
opinions. If a group of mini: i
and releases n statement opposing the war,
that's a story. If a group of veteruns releases a
statement supporting the troops, that’'sa
story. If students at a local high school walk
out in protest to the war and another group of
students counters their protest, that's a story.

Many of our ities have resid:
with ties to the Middle East. Some of them
are supportive of U.S. actions against
Saddam Fussein’s gavernment, but others
are fearful for their fricnds and relatives.
Some have experienced resentment and
abuse because of their ethnic background.
That's an ongoing and important story in this
country of many peoples fram many lands.

We will cover those stories. We'll also open
our editorial pages to letters to the editor
and op-edit columns voicing support and
opposition to the current military operations
and the political policies that drive them.

That's what a free press is all about.

We received a Jetter recently complaining
because we put a story on the front page of one
of our Observer n=wspapers about a June pro-
tester against the war, The story told how he
‘had been greeted with both support and oppo-
sition, The letter writer was of the opinion that
covering this man's protest was somchow un-
American and demoralizing for the troops. He
also voieed the opinjon that "every American is
entitled to cxpross their own freedom of speech,”
but others shouldn't have to “see it of hear it”

An ex-Marine confronted the protester with
the usual “if you were in Iraq, you wouldn't be
nble to protest.” Yes, that's true, but this man
was not in Irnq, he was in America doing

Kurds, He is a destabilizing force in the region.
He may have weapons of mass destruction,

The intemational community is almost unan-

imous on these points. They differ on the best

h and ti hle for dealing with the
probiem. The US. government has failed diplo-
matically in not making its ease to the majority
of the worlds countries and, with Britain, has
created a dubious “cualition of the willing” to go
ahead with the war despite world opinion.

In addition, there nre troubling questions
about profiting from the war. On these mat-
ters, the administration isn't even subtle.
‘The first contract for postwar cleanup was
given to n subsidiary of Vice President
Chency's former company, which gave hima
multimillien-dollar payout. War rabble
rouser Richard Perle has a contract witha
telecommunications company that will prof-
it from the war. American oil companies are
already in place as a major part of the post-
war transition team.

But, yes, American troops are now in
harm’s way. They have been sent, as soldiers
have always been sent, to carry out their
nation’s hidding. Reports are that the US. is
taking every precaution to minimize civilian
deaths. U.S. troops have experienced fierce
fighting and unprecedented dust stories,
Some have been killed in battle and hy
friendly fire. Others are now in captivity.

“Thcir brivery and their dediention fo this
country cannat be denicd. They are carrying out.

their mission with honor and deserve our

We respecet them most fully by continuing
to be a free country that welcomes debate.

Hugh Gallagher is the managing editor of the Observer
Newspapers. He can be reached by e-mait at hgal+
fagher@oe.homecomm.net, by phone at (734) 953-2149
of by fax at (734) 5917279,
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Learn about the latest high-tech materials

to build a beautiful, custom deck that's virtually
malntenance-free. Meet with our gualified
Dillman & Upton deck builders and

view thele portfollos.

JOIN US FOR THIS FREE IRFORMATIONAL SEMIHAR

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 9
7:00 pm ot River Crest

900 West Avon tn Rochester Hills
NRB Corner of Livernols & Avon

Call or siop iIn store to make your reservation.

“ ) FEamily-ouned since 1910 |
%% DILLMAN & UPTON®
. Open Monday - Friday 7:30 - 5:30, Saturday 7:30 - 2:00
Visit our website at www.dillmanupton.com

607 Woodward Street = Rochester
248-651-9411
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More reasons to come out & play at Casino Windsor?
Head to Casino Windsor and take advantage of these eeat promations, where the USS. currency evehange gets you
more play time and more chances to win. We'te just a few minutes away, It worlds apart in coodfert and style,

I NIGHT WiTil CANADA’S snowsmb-'m"
3

Chrysles Theatre, Cleary Intemational Centre

Call 1-900-357-9181 for (ickets, prices stanting a1 $28 . MAY 5= - MAY 6~

#90s-Style Entertainment in the Showtime™ loungel

TRIBUTE: A salute 10 the cuperstars ~ APRIL 187 - Aty s
RHYTHM EXTREME: A by thro explosks o soand - MAY 11 = LSt 7
Bl Tichets for thewe Reeat shanes e Just $10 LSS, Calh 1-0KRBHLINAE to onde hety

Get More Play Time for your U.S. dollar! <

Exchanging youe US. (Lerency gives 4 more i your (s et muee liy e arad e daramto
win, Exchange rates fuchate duty. but aver the List vt hase sveeaved appeenimatedy $0% That means
for every $1.00 ¢ you exchange, yoo teceive abuout $1.50

Win your share of $60,000” Cash!

Sign up for ammy one of our fun and exting eniey fee sloe foomaments, Our rament fs
May 209 2o amts just $ 130~ :$2257 10 entor. Registis by calls A, o visht
us Jor more information,

xuy for less -room rates just $69™]

Enjoy a mid-week petaway (Sun-Thuet kn our wirld-<lass fourfiamond hetel for
$49 L1S.* Book early - limited availability. This great om tate is assilable until ":
Apeil 30, 2009, Rates are per night. plus taves, dochle oxeup

, s b, 10X 0DDS ON CRAPS

It the hettest geme in town and 10 times odds makes it sizzte.

Only Casino Windwr ¢an take the axost exc iting game aounel and make it
cven hetter, 10X Ockds o Cras only al Casino W,

Find new decorating ideas each
Thursday In At Home

For on these and othey masoes why you should vicit Casino Windaor this winee <l 1-800-991-7777.
b a8 1 (ew & A $r Emge el
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CASINO WINDSOR  &oimisorsismom
o T o g e o Voot AAE
[ £ m;‘”‘:: el "“1‘:‘_“”\!“;?’7-6’

www.casinowindsor.com

[R——



