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Factory
store is
good fit
for retailer

¥ RINBTRLY HONTSON
STAFT WRIIR

A good foundatlon is impor-
tant when it comen lon reln-
tionship, o bualness and for Say

Howells cuilummn . thely
appeasani
The Gnrdnn City business-

man, who has warked in the
clothing business for the past
30 years, opened Bra Mania
March 19, 2002, on Ford Rood
near Brandt.

“When a woman is wearing a
good bra that fits well, they fecl
good about themselves,” store
manager Mary Anne Socall
sald, “You'd be surprucd how
many people aren't properly fit-
ted and arc wearing the wrong
size. I'd sny about 99.9 percent.

“People just don't take the
time to find out what suits
them best”

EXTENSIVE LINE

Dra Manie, n l,‘mﬂ-squnrt-
foot store, features an cxtensive
line of undergarments, includ-
ing brand names guch as Bali,
Victorin’s Sceret, Wonderbra,
Olga, Barely There and’
Goddess (full figurc) at dis-
oount prices.

"This is an extension of my
wholesaling business where I
can sell top name brands of
intimate appare] at the best
prices;” said Howell, & Novi res-
ident.

According to Socall, they also
offer a linc of dance apparel
(leotards, tights, sheer skirta),
nursing/maternity garments,
thongs, cotton undergarments,
busticrs and strapless bras,

In addition to her respansi-
bilities os store manager, Socall
takea measurements tomumn
tee n better fit and also fills
cla), bridat and prom mden.

Gaiden City resident Lynne
Martines noticed the Bra
Mania sign driving down Ford
Road about a tmonth after the
store opencd, and since then
has becomie a loyal and familiar
shopper.

“They were so fn:ndly and
have excellent prices,” Martines
sald. *I don't think therc’s &
brand in there that I haven't
tried. I used to shop around
where the sales were, but now
I'm there every week, and if I'm
not, they're probably wonder-
ing where I am.

“They have everything in all
the pretty colors, brand names
and the size I need. [ can spend
$25 there and walk out with
three to four bras and a couple
of pairs of panties. That §25 is
one b somewhere else”

NTERNET SALES

‘To establish a greater client
base, Howell said he started
looking into Internet sales even
opened. At a et Jetof
[ a grent of
m and crror; the retailer
said they now have a very suc-
cessful Internet business
(www.bramania.com) through
the anline auctioncer, eBay.

Merchandise can be pnn:hmd
by bid or the “buy it now"
option. Howsll estimates th
av 400 online salesa.
mon

“We hnvc shipped to cus-
tomers all over the world
including Poland, Paris, Korea,
United Kingdom, Taiwan and
Canada,” Howell said.

As they approach their first
anniversary in business, Howell
and Socall say although the
mediais Tning an economic
slump for the retail industry,
Bra Mania's sales are up 30
Ecnxnl and they just had their

iggest sales week and month
ever, “We're ina good location
because of the amount of traffic
that travels down Ford Road

day, and Garden City isa
comnector community for
1

nkster,
Livonin, Plymouth, Westland,
Redford and Detroit and
> Howell said,

‘The Garden City business-
man got his start in the retail
industry when he worked filling
racks of belts at the Hudson’s
department store on
‘Woodward Avenur in the carly
1970s.

Bra Mania is at 29855 ford Road. Store
houts are Tuesday through Thorsday, T
am to7 pm; Friday Nam.to8pm
and Saturday 10 2m. to 6 pan. Call
(T34) 25102,

Otserves & Cccentric | Thursdey, Al 3. 5003

w 0

H you mant to submit an item for the
retigion czlendar, fax i1 to (246) 477
9122 o wiite: Retigion Cafendar,
Farmington Qbserver, 33411 Grand
River, Fatmington, M1 48335, The dead~
fine fot an snnouncement 1o appear In
Ihe Thursday edition is noon Monday.

EVENTS

Lastar Egoatravagants
Detrolt Flrst Church of the Hararene
wifl hold an Easter eqg hunt 10.30 am.
Saturday, Apti119 81 1he church, 21260

Mile just east of Middtebelt, wil hast 8

Lenten Fish Dinner 4630 pm Friday,

Aprit 4, The costis §7 for adults and $4.50

for children under 12, Call (248) 474-T204
Noon Prayer

First United Methodist Church in down-

town farmington witl open thelr sanc

RELIGION CALENDAR

call (248) 474-6880.

Goddess Devi

Columbla Untvessity Professor Vidya
Dehejla. specialist on the Hindu
Goddess Devi, will be the special guest
2t a dinner gathering, on Salurday
Aprik 12 a1 the Priya Restaurant ln

tuary for prayet duting s
on the weekdays. During this time of
[nstability and war, oll pessons are
invited lo come and prsy.

Jeus Christ Suparster
Salem United Church of Cheist in down:
town Farminglon presants Jesus Christ

Hifls. To make
<all (313) 8333991,

Coffes taik

Single Point Lighthouse Cale offers an

evening of relazation and fun while hiy-

tening to live enlerfainment provided
by ofhes Single Pointers. Cost is $5.

Horthville, at (248) 374-5520.

LENTEN SERVICES

Bethiehem Lutheran
Belhlehem {uiheran Churen in
Farmington Hills will hold 8 Wegnesday
Lenten ditfe study session 1:3¢.am-1
pm. Apnt 9. Bring 4 brown bag lunch.
4 soup supper will also be hetd ot &
pm.with a service following the sup-
per. The Church s focated at 35300 W.
Eight Mile,

Christian-based beregvement O\ﬂﬂl(h
center, offers support for widaws and
widowers with children on Ibe second
and fourth Tuesday of each moath. The
qgroup meets at 7 p.m. at SL. Kenneth's
Parish oftices. 14951 11aggerty,
Prymouth, Hew Hope for Kiiz meets at
fhe same time and place and is simed
21 ages 41t (748) 348-0U15,

Aglow
Aglow International, a community
lighihause for women, meels for din-
nes ang discussion at 6 prm the seer
ond Monday of each month at Best

Haggely. norih of €ight Wile, east of Superstar ot 130 p.m. Friday and Hot dogs, goodies and colfee provided. oNGOIRG Western Ececutive Hotel, 3525 W. 12
1laggeety. Saturday, April 11 and 12, The perform- Call Single Point Ministries at Ward Mile in farmington
Lenten Dinnars ance will be given by Sslem's Youth Evangelical Presbyterlan Chwrch, Widow/Widower Support Fot information of reservations cail
Meroy Marian Dandand West, locatedoni0  Group and lriends, for reservations 40000 Six Mile Road (near Haggerty). Hew Hope Center for Griel Support, 8 (248) 4761053,
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ONE DAY CLEARANCE PASS
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" TAKE AN EXTRA 15%OFF'

entire stock of red-lined clearance
LADIES’, JUNIORS'. MEN'S AND CHILOREN'S APPAREL

Thursday, April 3

NO EXCLUSIONS!

*10% OFF ALL RED-LINED CLEARANCE RINIORS” & LADIES

SUITS & DRESSES AND MEN'S SUITS & SPORT COATS K0T VALID DN PREVIOUSLY PURCHASLD fTEMS

PWINWEAR. LADIES
MUST PRESENT THES DESCOUNT OFFER FOR SAVINGS. CANNOT BE COMBINED WiTH ANY OTHER COUPON, SHOPPING PASS OR OXSCOUNT OTTR.

TOTAL SAVINGS UP TO 85%
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YOU'RE SOMEBODY SPECIAL

CALL $-800-454-8108 TO AMYTREE,
mmuwmmm«mmh (734) §53-7500. CHARGE I

NOCHESTER HILLS, CCRIMER OF NORTH ADAME ROAD AND WALTON STREET, AND LAUREL PARX PLACE

Mmmwummmuwpnmms.nugwm S 10-0. FOR INFORMATION cal
Partytan Cract Cord. Mnlu‘Clﬂ.Vsl.mMuncm Express® Card LOCATED AT
N LIVOMIA. CORNER

Card or Descover®




