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“The Guardian® by Nicholas
Sparks is a romance, and a
thriller, with a Great Dane
named Singer.

“I wanted the love story to be
central, it's hard in a thrilter”
said Sparks who will bein Ann
Arbor Tuesday promoting his
newest book. "I've vead 1,000
thrillers, but this was like
inventing the wheel as far as
structuring it right.”

“The Guardian, hesays, isa
modern day Greek tragedy.
“There’s always a tragedy in my
novels” said Singer. “Readers
laugh, get angry, frustrated, enjoy
and feel the process of falling in
love, and they want to ery”

Julie Barenson was 1 throw-
away whose life changed when
she met Jim at a diner in
Daytona. He helped her geta
full-time job at his Aunt
Mabel’s beauty salon in
Swansboro, North Carolina,
but didn't seem interested in
dating. After lots of shameless
hints, he finally got the mes-
sage and married her. Jim died
of a brain tumar a few weeks
after their fourth anniversary
leaving Julie, then 25, a widow.

Christmas Eve, 40 diys
after his death, she gets a surprise
delivery - a Great Dane puppy ~
with a note from Jim promising
to be her guardian angel.

Fast torward four years, Julie,
now 29, begins dating again.
But who should she pick?

Richard Franklin is a con-
sultant on a bridge project in
town, He's college-educated,
handsome, sophisticated, and
takes her to the “Phantom of
the Opera” and on a hot-air
balleon ride in one weekend.
But while she can't put her fin-
ger on it, something about
Richard makes her uncasy.

Mike Harris was Jim's best
friend, and comforted Julic
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AUTHOR IN TOVN

What: Best-selling author
Nicholas Sparks will be
signing copies of his
newest book, "The
Guardian” {Warner Books,
April 8, 2003, $24.95)
When: 7 p.m. Tuesday, April
15

Where: Borders Books &
Music, 3527 Washtenaw
Ave., Ann Arbor
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in jeans than suits, and can “fix
practically anything” Mike and
his brother Henry own a garage
in town. An artist at heart, Mike
plays the guitar and writes song
Iyrics. He's in love with Julic but
afraid to ask her out.

Swansboro's a small town
where everyone knows every~
one else’s business. But will
they be able to protect Julie
when her life turns into a
nightmare? You'll have to read
the book to find out.

“The Guardian™ is Sparks’
seventh novel, actually ninth if
you count the two that dida't
get published.

“Iwrote my firstnovel when T
was 19 toseeif I could do it Sparks
said “I neveredited R or read ita
second time. Then I planned to go
1o law school, but 1 didn't get in, so
Fwent on with my life”

He majored in business
finance at Notre Dame and
graduated with high henors in
1988. A year later he married
Catherine, the woman he met
on spring break in 1988, and
started a family. Sparks worked
avaricty of jobs, and took up
writing again. He wyote a sec-
ond novel that was also rejected.

His first suweﬁful novel, “The

g 1* hlished i

when he dicd. An all
nice guy, he's more comfortable

1596,
ok six months to write. He spent

another six months editing it
before sending out the first draft.

“Message in a Bottle™ fol-
lowed in 1998, “A Walk To
Remember, 1999, “The
Rescue,” 2000, "A Bend in the
Road.” 2001, and “Nights in
Rodanthe.” The movie version
of “Message in a Bottle” was
released in 1999 and “A Walk
To Remember” in January
2002. The film version for
“The Notebook™ will be
released this year, and film .
rights to “A Bend in the Road™
and “Nights in Rodanthe™ have
been sold. “The Rescue™ is
being adapted into a TV series.

North Carolina has been his
home since 1992, and is the
setting for his novels. 1 live
there and try to keep certain
elements the same,” he said. As
a writer of dramatic fiction,
he's drawn to small towns *
where everyone knows every-
one’s business and there are no
secrets, Places where family,
church, and belief in commu-
nity are important, Of conrse,
you can't overlook beaches,
wild horses, and sunsets -
which are romantic and also
found in North Caroline.

His next book, “The
Wedding.” is about love and
renewal. Lok for it this fall.
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JOIN WAYNE COUNTY
PARKS FOR

THE

NEWSPAPEN:

@bserver & Ercentric

Two LOCATIONS!

>11am @ Hines Park in Westland
> 9am @ Elizabeth Park in Trenton

FRIDAY,
APRIL 18TH

Wayne County Parks are proud to present the 2003 Marsh-
mallow Drop! The Marshmallow Drop is an annual event for
families in around Wayne County. A helicopter flies over an

open field and drops 10,000 marshmallows on to the field. The
children pick up @ marshmallow and turn it in for & prize. This
event is a fun and safe Easter event for children of all ages!

author Hicholas Sparks will be in Ann Ardor on Tuesday to discuss his newest book, ‘The Guardian.'

H
Joft
X

TrHANK You

=3
a7

3

x

L3

*

Y4 L.OEWS
CINEPLEX

Ao s Y
WBEY

GLAGSIE BOCN

ollywood cNights

24-Hour Moviz MararHon
x SronNsORs AND PARTICIPARTS

@hsenm—g Eceentric
ol © Kol

Zesallabosstyaul |

what's fun <o vouf

WITH DEEP APPRECIATION FROM THE  + -
FAmiLiEs, VOLUNTERRS, AND STAFFOF '

Q Children’s Leukemia
Foundation of Michigan

Serving Adults and Children
leukemiamichigan.org
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