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1f you and yours need an
excuis4 to get out of town, con-
sider Halland, a fun destina-
tion on Michigan's sunset
const. Here's a sampling of
what's happening:

TULIP TIME

*During Tulip Time, visitora
have an opportunity to experi-
ence the Dutch heritage that
1lsis community has been able
10 hang on to for the past 150
years,” anid Sally Laukitis,
executive dircctor, Holland
Area Convention and Visitors

Bureau.

Tulips highlight the fest that
runs May 3-10. There are more
than six million planted

- throughout the community.
Equally impressive, dressed

| in authentic Dutch garb and

- wearing wooden shoes, ure U

Klompen dancers. Watch them

perform throughout the town.’

Entertalnment runs the gamut

from singers and dancers, to

Jazz, show tunes and barber-

’hg’i cuficerts,

. cr‘eh n:;:' lﬁ::c pnrndbt:«. On
May 7 the Volksparnde begins
with the "Dutch Cleanlinesa®
tradition when hundreds of
Dutch-costumed townspeople,
armed with brooms nnm;;s.
precede the parade and serub
the route clean. The
Kinderparade takes place on
1-113; 8. And, the grand finale,
with floats, bands and
Klompen Dancers, happens on
May 10 with the
Muzickparade.

WINDHILL ISLAND

Pack a picnic lunch. Then,
head just a stone’s throw from
the downtown district to
Windmill Island, home to this
country's only authentic oper-
attng Dutch windmill. The
island, decked with 90,000
radiant spring tulips, furnishes
an fdeat backdrop for pienics
and family refaxation.

For starters, join » guided
tour of the windmill. “It isso
{ncredible to watch the grind-
ing process.” said Lavkitis,
referring to the working gears
thiat change Michigan wheat
into whale wheat flour, Save
Altne to ride the 1895 carouscl.
Or, browse through the shops
that feature candle carvers,
fudge and Dutch souvenirs,

PARKS

The Holland State Park pro-
vides a favorite hideawny for
the Cytacki family of Livonla.

*When we camp in Holland,
it foela like we're visiting two

The boating season is near,
0 ermbrace it carly st the Great
Lakes

unnual Fitting Out party.
Scheduled noon to 4 p.m.
Saturday, April 26th at the
Dosaln
on Belle Isle in Detroit, the
event features a new exhibit
called C¥ty on the Straits.
Thee
- three centuries of change on
the Detroit River, explorin;
the historical and ccological
{ factors that impacted

PHOTOS BY MARY OumLEY

Visltors can purchase a palr of wooden shoes and have them personallzed at
the Detit Factory & DeXtomp Wooden Shoe Faclory.

different parks,” snid Maggie
Cytack], who hns camped o

handful of times at the park
with family by

factory. “We arc a recreation
of n late 1800s village in the
Netherlands” said Julle Nells
S d keting director

Holland State Park, the most

of the 30-structure park.
Stop by the Weighhouse &

popular state park in the mit-

ten-shaped state, not only Hekenwaag, nn authentic 17th

offers typleal wooded mmvlng century weigh house where

areas, it provides s ditles and people were

lakesiore beaches, mensured, "People have fun at
Sporting frontageon Lakes  the weigh house” said

Michigan and N trav- tn. Here, visitors are

clers are treated to stunning
views of Big Red, Holland's
harbor lighthouse,

Rent a bicycle, intine skates
or a persona: watercraft, Kite
flylng, paddling, swimmin;
and fishing are other populor
actlvitles for campers,

1fyou head north of the
cnlanmunds you'll discover
another shoreline treasure,
‘Tunnel Park. Named for the
unique tunnel built through
the dune, this 22-acre park
suppties fun-in-the-sun adven-
tures. And, according to
Cytackl, if offers “onc of the
prettiest views of Lake
Michigan®

DUTCH VILLAGE
Enjoy a tinte-travel journcy

at Dutch Village, n theme park
and wooden shoe

weighed to determine if they
are guilty of witcheraft. Not to
worry, Everyone who partici-
pates in this playful game
recclves an "official” proof-of-
innocence certifiente,
Shopping anyone? Village
shops house a varlety of wares,
frown simple $1.98 so‘x'vcn’l‘r‘
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For information on Tulip
Time activities, call Tulip
Time Festiva), inc.. (800)
746-9294 ot visit
www.iuliptime.org.

For information on Holland
attractions, calt the Holland
Area Convention and
Visitors Bureau at (800}
506-1299 or visit
www.helland.org.

U

Dutch roots;” sald Mary Lynae
Mount, docent. The Archives
and Rescarch Library provides
a great too! for gencalogy buffs.
1f you visit before Junc 1,
check out Pramised Land,
Chosen People: The Bible and
Dutch Identity, 1500-1900.
‘This exhibit traces the evolu-
tion of the bible from the 16th

Pack your wooden shoes, it's tulip time in Holland

century to its ifestati
the 19th century Dutch settle-
maents of Mlchigan.

The Cappon House Muscumn
features onc of the country's
{nrgest collections of early
Grand Rapids furnlture in its
ariginal setting. And, Il you
drop by the Settlers House,
you'll get n taste for the many
hardships that encly settlers
foced.

DEKLOMP, DELFTHARE

Ever wonder how wooden
shocs are made? Are they com-
fortable? Find out at the
DeKlomp, Delfivare & Wooden
Shoe Factory where travelers
are Invited to watch eraftsmen
carve shoes.

“We shape it, we rough it, we
finlsh it,” said Kurt Freeman,
vice president of the complex,
referring to the poplar that
begins as two wooden blocks
and ends up as  pair of shoes,
1f you're 50 Inclined, tryona
padr. Wooden shoes, from doll
sizes to o man’s size 13, are
avallnble to purchase,

Also on the premises is the

items to E

specialty candles, German
clocks, imported candies and
more.

MUSEUMS

A great woy to learn fasci-
nating tidbits nbout the city's
history requires a trek o one of
the local muscuins,

The Holland Muscum covers
cvents from “settlement to
city”

“This museum is a hidden
treasure, especially if you have

Embrace boating season at Dossin Great Lakes Museum

include the S.S.

only Del factory in the
United States. A Pour Roam,
Kiin Roam and Paint Ream
offer visitors a peck at how the
traditional process of hand-
{minlcd blue and white poree-
ain Is completed. The gift
shop leatures a diverse sclec-
tion of Delftware. There is no
admisston chinrge to watch the
factory workers or artists,

Mary Quindey is a Livonia resident and
wtites about food and travel for he
Observer & Eccentric Newspapers.
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CALLING ALL BOATERS
What: Great Lakes Marltime
Institute’s annual Fitting Out
party.
Wher Hoon to 4 p.m, Saturday,
Aptil 26,
Where: Dossin Great Lakes
Museum on Belle Isfe, 100 Strand
In Detroit.
Yickets: $3 for adults, $2 for sea-
fors and children age 518, and
free for children aqe 4 2nd under.
call (313) 852-4051 or visit

Michigan's ic devels
opment, William Gui' Ford Pilat Housc,
Maritime Instituted Exhibit features include n the beautiful Gothic Room
microscope showing examples  from the City of Detroit 1, the
of the smallest forms of fe i~ nnchor from the £8. Edmund
the river, a three-chime steam  Fitzgerald and the Working the
Great Lakes Museom whistle from a Great Inland Seas exhibjt, which
yvessel, a tug boat steam engine shares the untold stories of
and 4 swan boat from theold  black sailors on thie Great
Bob-Lo Istand amusement Lakes.
$bit chronicles park, e .

At the dock, you can tour the  Dossin Great Lakes Museum hours are
Sea Scout boat Gray Fox, asea  10am.toSpm. Ahrough
cadet training vessel, Tours arc  Sunday.
2-4pm.
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April 21-25, 2003
P Stay in Town and Have an Artistic Vacationt
‘ Register Now!
- Your chitdren will combine
. Greativity and fun, ;
* 'deyelop artistic talent and
. ‘explore new.media with the
guidance of professional
LvL Ui artinstructors.

Big Red, the mast photograshed fightho
across the channal at the Holland State

use [n Michigan, can be viewed from
Pach.
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ToucH OF SPRING®
BouaueT For EASTER,
Sunpay, Arait 20.

This spionkid bouquet i beautifully
amangod with the freshest, most
boautthus flowors, Includ-ng larkspur,

risoa dramatically out of a chanming
corarnic plantor thats hancpanied
with butiotfies, bees and adybuga.
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Celebrate spring with

mini camations, heathar, astors and
daisy pompons. This coloriu! cobtion
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MICHIGAN EXCLUS

The Newehlunseashiusical
Dirgcted by Dan Goggin

APR 23 - MAY 18

Wabstor know iom Yiddish?

U

THE ECUMENICAL NUNSENRERDLUP DISCINNTE0-I316

Aocording to the dkionary, 'mﬁsru.o;ﬂ"“’w"d half price! Wed, Thurs
means Crazy of fooksh, but what dooy, oy o yring

Tickets start al just $191
MBT BOX OFFICE

(248) 377-3200

www.mbtheatro.com
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