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Winston Churchill said, “We
make a living by what we get,
but we make a life by what we
give!

‘Those who give of their time
10 help the arca’s older citizens
wete honored Thursday at the
Yolunteer Recognition
Reception sponsored by the
Senior Division of Farmington
Hills Department of Special

rvices.

“There are over 400 volun-
teers in our program,” said
Senior Division director Mary
DiManno. "There are some
that just drive for our Meals on
Wheels program.”

‘The voluntecrs for Meals on
‘Wheels save the city’s nutrition
program $68,595 a year,
DiManno said. Some commu-
nities have to pay people to
participate in Meals on

cels, but arca volunteers do
20 out of good will.

“I want to thank you for the
personal gift of time and talent
you bring to others,” she told
the crowd at the Costick
Activities Center.

The 2003 Farmington
Commission on Aging also
gave out awards to those who
went nbove and beyond to help
senjors in the community.

Rich VanLeeuwen, chalrman
of the Farmington Community
on Aging, handed out the
awnrds,

The Senior Center Award
was given to Helen Currie.

In n petition, Currie's nomi-
nator wrote ahe “is about get-
ting the job donc” in her efforts
with the Mcals on Wheels pro-

gram.

The Gold Award was given
to Farmington Hills Assistant
Fire Chlef Robest Rebtoy.

VanLeeuwen sald that
Rebtoy has been helping the
sentor ity for 18

Senior volunteers ho

Pat Breneman gets a hug from Mary DiManno after accepting the Diamond Award, presented by Rich Leeuwen,
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Fred Matinuccl offers congratulations
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When Nedat Marouf and her
family left their home in
Baghdad to come to America,
she was only 16 years old.

Instead of going to high
school like most girls her age,
she and her older sister had to
£o to work to help support the
family.

“When you come here, every-
thing changes,” she said. "You
have to start from scratch.”

Now, as n mother of two with
her own family, she wants to go
to work again, She’s carning
the high rchool diploma she
didn’t have the opportunity to
reccive befare, She's taking
classes through the adult edu-
cation program provided by
the West Bloom(icld School
District, which serves adults
from across the Birmingham-
Bloomficld area.

George Karmo from Iraq,
Masako Imai from Japan,
Sabah Ayoub from Syria and
Chanda Kue from Laos also are
taking adult education classes.

They are learning the basics
needed to live in their new home.

“They are learning English
and the skills necessary to live
in a different country.

Kue, who has a 1-year-old
daughter, comes cvery day to
her English classcs. .

“School is very important to
all of us,” suid Ayoub, She
learned about the clnsses
through the Community
Education booklet mailed to
West Bloomfield Schoot
District residents,

I want to work in market-
ing. That's why 1 need to learn
1o speak, understand and write
English. And without u high
school diploma, you can't get a
good job," added the mother of
four. Karmio is so excited abaut
taking English classes that he's
minking his own dictionary. He
writes dawn the English words
and then the word in his home
country’s langunge.

~He studies the words from
his dictiunary every night,”
teacher Linda Grindem sald.

“We leach our students more
than English,” she added. “We
tell them how important it is to
go to their children’s school
conferences, We hlp them
with questions they should ask
the teachiers, We teach them
how 1o order a telephone and
when the message goes o &
menu, what that imeans. We
teach them life skills”

The English as a Second
Langunge teachers help stu-
dents with diction, comprehen-
sion and teacning to tive in this
country.

The Adult Education classes
are conducted day and night,
‘Monday through Saturday

inside the J & 5 Office Building
at 7071 Orchard Lake Road.
Some students pay (or the class-
cs; some can't afford to pay.

The classes aren’t timited to
local school district residents.
Students come from 19 towns,
including West Bloomficld,
Binningham, Bloomfield Hills,
Troy, Southficld, Farmington
Hills, Orchard Lake, Sylvan
Lake, Troy, Walled Lake,
Plymouth and Novi.

PROPOSED BUDGET CUTS

In fact, $50 adults at least 18
yeara of age and older from 44
different countries are regis-
tered in classes this 1erm at the
school.

Mt if the state budget pro-
posed by Michigan Gov.
Jennifer Granholm is approved
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CEnrol Foday! spmmer.wayne.

. Eight- and .'1 3.week classes in five Metro Detroit locations.
Enroll now for spring/summer classes at Wayne State University.

-Sprin‘g]Summer Term: May 5 to August.23

Spring Session Begins May 5
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Adult ed funding in jeopardy

by the legisiature, there may
not be nny adult education
classes for adults wanting to
learn English. Grarholm pro-
posed cutting the adult educa-
tion budget by 75 percent.

Janice Smith ia the coordina-
tor of adult education, She's
worked in the district for 25
years, “We have people from att
walks of life who come to us for
classcs. These are our necdist
students. They aren't people
who have dropped ot of
school. They are people who
don't have a chance here if they
don't know the fanguage. They
would be isolated, frustruted
and experience financial set-
backs if they couldn't learn
what they need from adult edu-
cation classes. [ just hope legis-
lators see that these classes
aren’t just for them, they also
are for their children because
literate parents raisc literate
children,” she added.

Joey Spano, West Blouvmfie)d
directer of community educa-
tion, explained what the budg-
et cuts would mean.

"In 1995, the state budget for
adult education was $300 mil-
lien, In 1995 it was cut o §KO
million statewide, Somchow
we were able to exist with that
cut. If the proposed cuts come
through, that would take the
budget to $20 million
statewide,” she said.

Right now West Bloomfield
School District recclves 2,550
for the equivalent of a full-time
student. Spano said it mny take
a total of five students to mnke
up one full-time student, since
some students only take one or
two classes at & time.

The state set a cap for the
number of adult education full-
titne students a district can get
moncy for. West Bloomficld is
capped at 171 full-time equiva-
tents, according to Smith,

“1f the budget is cut by 75

reent, that means we wonld
only have fanding for the
equivalent of 42.75 full-time
students, We don't want to
have to turn anyone away from
our program,” Spano said,

Peaple can help avoid this
drastic budget cut by contact-
ing their clected officinls and
ask them to help maintain
adult education budget or at
1east keep more money in the
program than has been pro-
posed. Que of the major costs
of the prugram for West
Bloonfield Schoals is rent. The
district pays $100,000 a year
to rent space far the adult edu-
cation classcs.

“Most school districts house
adult education classes in their
school buildings and don't bave
to worry about paying rent.
West Bloomficld School
District doesn’t have classruom
space for the adult education
classes but the rent puts an
extra burden on our budget.”
she added.

*There will be alot of prople
with no place to go for the e
of education we provide if the
budget cuts go through,” Smith
said.

“We want to be sure and
thank the schoo! boand and
Superintendent (Gary) Faber
for the suppart they give to
these Adult Education classes.
We do have a beawtiful space

for our students, and we really
nppreciate that,” Spane added.
"We are helping so many peo-
ple with our programs and we
are thankful we have the
apportunity to do that.

The West Bloomfield School
District Adult Education pro-
gram has 17 teachers, five sup-
port staff and one volunteer,




