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HISTORY
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illustrations and two foldout
maps.

Tlu: Bible wns bound in
Pennsylvania and presented to
the St. Johu's Lodge in 1770
and wound up being wied to
administer the oath of office to
Washington after it was discov-
cred there was o Bible in
Federn [al),

“We like to say it's the third
most important document in
. said Vaughan, his

ritish accent quite noticeable,
“There’s the Declaration of
Independence, the
Constitution and this Bible.
With this, the presidency was
created.”

The Bible was displayed on a
red velvet cushion with velvet
Dblocks to support it when it is
open 1o Chapter 49-50 of the
Book of Genesis, which 3
where Washington pinced his
left hand.

“Thin sheets of silk have been
placed over that page and the
opposite page, which he
bent over and kissed following
the ecremony, to preserve
them.

The Masons know which
page Washington used because
New York State (.lmnctl!or
Robert Livingston folded
over the lower right comer,

a fold that is still visible
today,

The Bible remains the prop-
crty of the lodge, but is kept at
Fedeenl Hall, swhere the
Federal Park Service keepsn
close cyeon it

1< teaves the hall for lodge
ceremonis, trips like the one
to this area latc lst week and
for those prLsndLnLa who chose
ta follow in Wnu-hinzmns foot-

steps,

“When George H. Bush was
going to take the oath of obll-
gation, it was brought out for
Barbarn Bush,” said Vaughan.
“She said that if she had to
liold it for five minutes, she
wanted to know how much it
weighed.”
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A page of the bible folds out to reveal a detalled drawing of Solomon’s Tempte.

President George W. Bush
planned to take his oath on the
same Bible, but was forced to
use a family Bibte beeause of
rain. The Washington Bible
never comes ot in bad weath-

distitiction a few years ago of
being the first British worship-
ful master of St John's Lodge
since the Revolution, The
Todge was lounded in 1757 by
English militia who brought
the Masons ta the colonies
from England.

When the visit was over, the
Bible was placed back in its
well-wern leather travel
case, made in 1840 by Crouch
and Fitzgerald. IUs newest
addition is n handle that was
recently put on it by the White
House.

Vaughan said that it's
impussible to set a price for the
book and is impossible to
insure it, even by Lloyd's of
Londan, so untess it's Jocked
up like at the police station, ity
with the Masons, when travel-
ing and under the watehful eye
of the park service nt Federal
Hall.

“It doesn't leave our sight. If
we don't put it in a vault of lock
it up in & police station, it's
with us;” Vaughan said.
“George went to lunch with us
today.”

er

After n brief history lesson,
youngsters had their chanee \o
ask questions.

‘The Masons assured them
that it was “sbsolutely true,
beyond n shadow of o doubt™
that the first President never
told u lic, that George
Washington did know Paul
Revere ~ “He was oné of his
confidants” - nnd that he was
unnmmuusly clected the first
president.

Once the guestions were
over, the students were able to
file past and view the Bible up
closc although no one was
allowed to touch the book.

The Mason wear white
cotton [,]u\ ¢s when they
handle it, since the enly hand
that ean nnun!ly touch the
book is that of the president
during the swearing-in cere-

mony.

“We love to bring it around
because it is living history,” said
Vaughan, who had the
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Students get a Iook at countv qovernment

Students from around

Oukland County got the
chance to experience the inner
workings of county govern-
ment during the county's youth
in government day on
Thursday.

About 70 students from
Farmington, Farmington Hills,
Oxford, Oak Park, and Pontinc
pnmmpmlcd in the day-long
cvent at the county eampus in
Pontiac, In addition to towring
several county facilities, the
students got to sitin on an
Ouakland County Board of
Commissioners’ finance com-
mittee meeting and had n
pancl discussion with several
commissioners,

Commission Vice Chairman

David L. Moffitt (R-
Farmington Hills), who pro-
posed the idea of event back in
1996, sald it is important for
government officials to reach
ont to the county’s youth.

*1 think it's important that
the students get exposure ta
Rovernment and government
processes, and learn how we in
government make the deci-
sions that affect their lives. If

Chocolate

BY PAULR. PACE
STAIF HRITER

The cighth annual
Farmington Area Festival of
the Arts will kick off Saturday,
April 26 with the Starry Night
Gala, which offers n special
attenction for chocolate Jovers.

Planners are calling it
“chucolate deeadence,’ a
tier fountain of flowing
Bavarian chocolnte accompa-
unied by a pile of strawberries,
pintapple, bunnnas and other
fresh fruit as wel) ns dipping
goodics, such as cherry hncut-
ti, gracing the preseniation.

‘The chocolate fountain, seen
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One Cull Gels the Things
e You Wani Done... OF

DONE.

Handym

CONNE CTION

get done foday?

abgE o
S AR

00

@ programs io fit your needs.

.- Current MCSA'S,
looking to Upgrade

encoum

Ca|l toll free for
d

& HINKIN%EUT G\

Clagées skaitirig soon. JE

thelr oeruﬁmﬁon, are
- {qnire about tha MCSE e

1
85 0!( 20t
It Eich (‘amu

IITCHEN & ARTH
REMODELS

; INFDHMATION CALL

Olinew 7673

Daetroit ® 51) #1300

1)7) M
luqﬂdll

mmimm

thlllnycuneedto

BOME EEPAIRS

bl

355158 mxw-mm/ mass

TANGINCE MCKLT | STAFT PHOTOGAAPHIR
Oakland County € Mike Rogers (R gton Hitls) tatks to 8
qroup of students, Including Horth Farmingten senior Marle Raymond, during
0akiand County’s youth In government day on Thursday.

you have this kind of opportu-
nity when you're young, you' 're

fovers will iove Gala

munlly on local television, is

more apt to be involved in gov-
ernment as an adult,” he said.

package. Business und individ-

being donated by Thc Vineyard  uals wishing to donate items
on are wel to call (248) 473-
Highway. 1856,
Tickets are $35 per pesson Gala attendees will be the
and $60 a couple. first 1o preview and purchase a

The event begins at 6:30 selection of more than 100

p.m. at the Costick Activitics paintings, framed and

Center, located on 11 Mile unframed, by the Farmingten

between Middlebelt and Artist Club members.

Inkster. ‘Tickets may be purchased by
The gala will olso feature o calling (2:48) 473-1857.

delicious dinner catered by ‘The Festival of Arts will be

Gourmet Express, live music, held at the Costick April 27-

dancing, and 2 silent auction, May 5 and is sponsored by the

including such items asalunch  Farmington Community Arts

with Detroit Free Presseditor  Council and the city of

Heath Merriwether, original Farmington Hills Cuitural Arts

artwork, and & pool party Division.
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Don't be left in tha datk wondering when

1he power will e turned back on. Prolect

your home and famlly without lifting 3

tinger. The Guardian Home Standby

Generatos supplies emergency electrical

power . .. AUTOMATICALLY even ihen

you're not there.

 COMPLETELY AUTORATIC

© 24 HOUR BLASKQUT PROTECTION
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Spring cleaning made easy!

Thna to take 8 change. Make thit year to gat organized . call on
The company mo-s poople have bncwn and tuited for 25 ymars

WeTl come 1o your home and work with you to craate the perfact storage
sotutions kot your closet, kichen pantry, Lnen clotet, satry hatl, hobhy
carter,garage, kg roamy, entetaoment conter and home affice

. www.caldosets.com
Calt: 1-800-878-9999 or VISIT US at:
3260 Old Farm Lane Somarsat
Walled Lake, M1 Collection
(248) 624-1234 North
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